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P R E F A C K 



The study of unfulfilled prophecy must be a duty, 
inasmuch as it occupies so great a part of Divine 
revelation. Tet the number of students of prophecy 
is but an infinitesimal portion of even the devout readers 
of the Bible. 

Whatever causes have contributed to this result, the 
thing is not consistent with a real belief that the Bible 
is a Divine revelation intended for all. In order rightly 
to understand the Bible, we must give it diligent study, 
with earnest prayer. But although the most multifari- 
ous learning may be profitably employed in the illustra- 
tion of Scripture, the great outlines of its dogmatic 
teaching and predictions of future events are within the 
reach of all earnest, though unlearned students. 

Throughout this century the time of the second 
advent has at times attracted considerable attention, 
followed by seasons of great neglect, chiefly through the 
discredit thrown on the inquiry by the mistakes of pro- 
phetical students. 



VI PREFACE. 

Men do not act in this way on any other subject in 
which they are deeply interested. Geology, for exam- 
ple, is not neglected because of the various and contra- 
dictory systems of its investigators. 

To mistake the date of the second advent is no reason 
for neglecting the signs of the times. I believe I may 
say that, without exception, all the dates fixed upon by 
prophetical students have been remarkable periods, 
although the actual second advent has not yet come. 

One great objection to many minds against inquiring 
into prophetical dates is our Lord's declaration, ^^ But 
of that day and hour knoweth no man; no, not the 
angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, J^ut the 
Father " (Mark xiii. 32). Had we no subsequent reve^ 
lation, this passage would be decisive against all inquiry 
into the date of the second advent. Our Lord, however, 
made that declaration when He was " in the days of His 
flesh." Since His ascension to glory He has received 
a new revelation, which removes the obscurity : " The 
revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, 
to shew unto His servants things which must shortly 
come to pass." In that Apocalypse there are some dates 
which give precision to the dates mentioned in the 
Hebrew prophets, besides other statements which con- 
tribute to the same result. It is, therefore, obviously a 
mistake to argue that we cannot now know prophetic 



PREFACE. Vll 

dates because they had not been revealed when Christ 
was on earth. 

Much confusion has been created by assuming that 
parallel predictions are precisely similar. Thus the fourth 
empire of Nebuchadnezzar's image has been identified 
with Daniel'^ fourth beast^ as if the latter included the 
two legs of the former. Whereas the truth is, that 
Daniel vii. gives one leg, and Daniel viii. the other. 
Various predictions, again, are assumed to be syn- 
chronous, which are not precisely so, although they 
may cover substantially the same period. For ex- 
ample, the 1260 days of the little horn in Daniel 
vii., and the 1260 days of the first beast in Revela- 
tion xiii. 

I hope I am not presumptuous in thinking that I 
have avoided those errors. Some mistake is unavoidable, 
because of intended obscurity in the details of unful- 
filled prophecy. Some, also, because of the unsettled 
state of comparative chronology. The measure of dubi- 
ousness has, however, been clearly ascertained, and there 
is now a substantial agreement respecting chronological 
dates amongst all good scholars. 

The solemn and stirring events of our own day are 
arousing a wide-spread attention to the signs of the 
times, and the number is increasing of those who long 
for more light. It is a great responsibility to interpret 
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ihe Word of God. If we misinterpret, we substitute our 
own word for God's Word. Although mistakes are un- 
avoidable, every interpreter should be able to say that he 
has done his best, and has earnestly sought for Divine 
light. It is now forty-one years since I first believed in the 
Personal Reign. Throughout that time I have employed 
. all the means in my power to ascertain the truth. Until 
five years since^ I did not feel able to fix a date. Those 
which had been adopted by various writers appeared to me 
not to have sufficient evidence. About the period referred 
to, a comparison of our Lord's words in Luke xxi. 24, 
with Revelation xi. 2, led me to apply the conquest of 
Jerusalem by the Saracens as the commencement of the 
Mohammedan 1260 years, and that date produced a har- 
mony of prophetic dates to which the following pages 
bear witness. 

Another matter has not obtained sufficient attention. 
The 12th of Daniel gives " a time, times, and a half," as 
the period when Jerusalem was to be delivered. It then 
speaks of 1290 days, to be reckoned from the time when 
the desolating abomination should be set up, and then 
of 1335 days as the commencement of the period of 
blessedness. Now, by comparing this statement with 
the 20th of Ezekiel respecting the purification of the 
Jews, and the 6th of Micah for that of the Gentiles, I 
have been enabled (I trust) to put into their right place 
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many prophecies which have been hitherto either un- 
explained or misunderstood. 

Should the present tract be favoured with an adequate 
circulation, it will (n.v.) be followed successively by 
five others : — 

1. On the manner of the restoration of the Jews. 

2. On the manner of the purification of the Gentiles. 

3. On the millennial reign. 

4. On EzekiePs temple and the division of the land. 

5. On the final glorious consummation of all things. 
They are blessed subjects of Divine revelation. They 

constitute the fulness of " that blessed hope." 

Lord Jesus ! let Thy blessing rest on this effort to 
set forth Thy glory, and thft hope of Hiy coming. 



CONTENTS. 



PREFACE ••••••• 

dbtebhination of the meaning of the phrase 

revelation given to nebuchadnezzar 

change in the language of revelation 

change in the titles of prophets, and of our lord himself 

change in the place of revelation 

Daniel's political and ecclesiastical relation to the gentiles 

gradual divine revelation to gentile empires . 

rvvelation bt symbolic vision, and calculation bt symbolic 

TIm K ••••••• 

THE FOUR EMPIRES AS REVEALED TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR 

THE FOUR MONARCHIES AS REVEALED TO DANIEL IN CHAPTERS VII 

AND VIIL . . 

THE SEVENTY WEEKS / . 

THE KINO OP THE NORTH OF THE TIME OP THE END 
GOG ........ 

THE NEW TESTAMENT PREDICTIONS OF THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES 

THE GRAFFED WILD OLIVE 

THE MAN OF SIN . 

THE PREDICTIONS IN IL TIMOTHY AND II. PETER 

THE PREDICTIONS IN THE APOCALYPSE 

THE OPENING OF THE SEALS ..... 

THE SEALED ONES AND THE SAINTS IN PARADISE 

THE SEVENTH SEAL ...... 

THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS . . . r . 

THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE THREE WOE TRUMPETS 

THE FIRST WOE TRUMPET — THE SARACENS 

THE SECOND WOE TRUMPET— THE TURKISH WOE 

THE UNREPENTANT WEST ..... 



FACE 
V 
1 

5 

8 
10 
11 
12 
14 

15 
20 

23 

42 

46 

51 
58 

58 
59 
66 
69 
72 
75 
78 
80 
81 
82 
86 
88 



Xll 



CONTENTS. 



THB RAINBOW ANGEL — THB ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GLOBE 

FIRST, THB GENTILB CHURCH AS A CORRUPTED TEMPLE 

THE TWO WITNESSES . 

THB PAPAL WARFARE AGAINST THE TRUTH 

IllPERIALISM AND THB PAPACY 

THB SEALED ONES 8BBN IN HEAVEN 

THB HOUR OF JUDGMENT 

THE FALL OF BABYLON 

THE WARNING AGAINST WORSHIPPING THB BBAST AND BIS IMAGE 

THB PATIENCE AND MARTYRDOM OF THE SAINTS 

THE WHEAT-HARVEST ...... 

THB WINB-PRBSS OF GOD*S WRATH .... 

THE JOY OF PARADISE FOR THB CONCLUSION OF THE TIME OF JUDGMENT 

THB SEVEN LAST PLAGUES 

THB FIRST PLAGUE 

THE SECOND PLAGUB 

THE THIRD PLAGUE 

THE FOURTH PLAGUB 

THE FIFTH PLAGUB 

THE SIXTH PLAGUE 

THE THREE UNCLEAN SPIRITS — THB GATHERING TO ARMAGEDDON 

THE SEVENTH PLAGUB ...... 

ROME THB MYSTIC BABYLON — HBR HISTORY AND DESTRUCriON 
THE angel's QUESTION ..... 

THB angel's explanation OF THB MYSTERY . 

THB CLOSING SCENES OF THB TIMES OF THE GENTILES . 

RECAPITULATION ... . . 

OUTLINE OF CHRONOLOGICAL PERIODS 



PACK 

89 
91 
98 
99 
105 
118 
115 
116 
117 
119 
120 
122 
125 
129 
129 
130 
180 
132 
183 
184 
136 
140 
145 
148 
148 
159 
166 
168 



THE 



TIMES OF THE GENTILES. 



DETERMINATION OF THE MEANING OF 

THE PHRASE. 

Our Lord's lamentation over Jerusalem was, ^* Thou 
knewest not the time of thy visitation" (Luke xix. 44). 
In consequence, " one stone was not lefk upon another." 

A similar day of visitation awaits Gentile Christendom, 
and with similar results ; and if it was the sin of the men 
of our Lord's days that they did not discern the signs of 
the times (Matt. xvL 3), equally great is the present sin 
of those who do not discern our times. It is the world 
that is in darkness. The Lord's people need not be so ; 
and if they be, they run the risk of being like the foolish 
virgins. " Ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that 
day should overtake you as a thief" (1 Thess. v. 4). 
Accordingly our Lord says, "When these things begin, 
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads ; 
for your redemption draweth nigh " (Luke xxL 28). 

In order to discern the signs of the times, we must 
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study the subject A necessary preliminary to the ac- 
curate study of them is a thorough acquaintance with 
what our Lord calls " the times of the Grentiles." Two 
aspects of these are presented to us in Scripture — the 
ecclesiastical and the secular. In the former, the 
Jewish branches were broken oflf, that we might be 
graffed in (Bom. xi. 19). That time commenced with 
the apostleship of St Paul. Christ constituted him the 
apostle of the Gentiles (Acts xxvi. 17, Rom. xi. 13). 
The time chosen for his appointment to the Gentile 
apostleship was at the world-wide apostasy of the Jewish 
Church, when the high priest sent *^ to strange cities " 
to persecute the disciples of Jesus. The other aspect 
is the regal one, which has reference to the throne of 
David. In the former, " the times of the Gentiles " 
would suggest the thought of Gentile Christianity from 
the apostleship of St Paul to the time of its excision and 
of the regraffing of the Jewish Church into its Abra- 
hamic stock (Rom. xi. 23). In the latter aspect, " the 
times of the Gentiles" means the space of time between 
the overturning of the throne of David and its yet future 
restoration. This restoration of the throne of David is the 
great subject of prophecy in connection with the second 
advent : " The Lord God shall give unto Him the throne 
of His father David " (Luke i. 32). " Unto us a ChUd 
is born, unto us a Son is given : and the government 
shall be upon His shoulder; and His name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 
His government and peace there shall be no end, upon 
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the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this " (Isa, ix. 6, 7), 

From the time that Zedekiah was carried captive, 
David's throne has remained fallen down, and Jerusa- 
lem with her temple was never free from Gentile 
supremacy. This fiwit gives peculiar significance to our 
Lord's words: "They shall fall by the edge of the 
sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations : 
and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled " (Luke xxi* 
24). Our Lord had immediate reference here to the 
Roman captivity, but this does not affect the ques- 
tion of the meaning of " the times of the Gentiles," 
in&smuch as the Jews were never restored from the Baby- 
lonian captivity. A ^w^'^c^-restoration of part of the 
Jews under Cyrus is not regarded in Scripture as the true 
national restoration. Thus St James addresses " the 
twelve tribes which are in the dispersion {ep ry But- 
airopqY^ (James i. 1). St Paul also speaks of " our twelve 
tribes instantly serving God " (Acts xxvi. 7). St Peter 
speaks of " the elect pilgrims of the dispersion {hcKeicroU 
iraperri&rifjLoi,^ Buuriropa^) " (1 Peter i. 1). St John again 
records how the Jews spoke of the " dispersion of the 
Gentiles" — 2.^., the Jews in the dispersion" (St John 
viL 35). The Babylonian captivity has, therefore, never 
been removed, notwithstanding the partial restoration at 
the end of the seventy years. Accordingly Zechariah, a 
prophet of the restoration, speaks of a yet future return, 



4 THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES. 

when the Lord will save His people from the east country 
and from the west conntry (Zech. yiii. 7). 

These views are confirmed by the address of St James 
at the Council of Jerusalem : '^ To this agree the words 
of the prophets ; as it is written, After this I will return, 
and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is 
fallen down ; and I will build again the ruins thereof, 
and I will set it up ; that the residue of men might 
seek after the Lord, and all the Gtentiles, upon whom 
my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these 
things " (Acts xv. 15-17). Here we have one definite 
space of time — ^from the throwing down of the taber- 
nacle of David to its re-establishment. 

The restoration of the throne of David will be accom- 
panied by the restoration of a temple-ritual, but one 
without a high priest of the seed of Aaron : " As the 
host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of 
the sea measured ; so will I multiply the seed of David 
my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me'* 
( Jer. xxxiii. 22). 

This double restoration is referred to in a remarkable 
passage in Ezekiel : " And thou, profane, wicked prince 
of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall have an 
end ; thus saith the Lord God, Remove the diadem, and 
take off the crown ; this shall not be the same : exalt 
him that is low, and abase him that is high. I will 
overturn, overturn, overturn it ; and it shall be no more, 
until He come whose right it is ; and I will give it 
Him " (Ezek. xxi. 25-27). The "diadem" is J1S)3Sp_the 
high priestly mitre, not the priestly " bonnet." It and 
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the crown are to be upon the head of the one ^^ man 
Christ Jesus " in the rebuilt temple — " a priest upon 
His throne" (Zech. vL 13). 

Putting together all these statements, we are required 
to define the times of the Gentiles as the space of time 
between the captivity of Zedekiah and the cutting off 
of the Gentile Church and the overthrow of the Gentile 
kingdoms. 



REVELATION GIVEN TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR. 

Nebuohadnezzab was in all respects a most remark- 
able man ; in none more so than in being the recipient 
of divine revelation on three equally remarkable occa- 
sions. He had overturned the throne of .David, and had 
broken to pieces God's temple. We might naturally 
have expected that he would be under the curse of God. 
Yet it was quite the contrary* God revealed Himself to 
him, and revealed His will respecting the kingdoms of 
the world, until the setting up of Christ's future king- 
dom. He was in his own person made a representative 
man for earthly sovereignty ; and of his and his army's 
war against Tyre the Lord declared that Egypt should be 
his wages, ^^ because they wrought for me, saith the Lord 
God " (Ezek. xxix. 20). 

The three revelations to Nebuchadnezzar were followed 
by three equally remarkable confessions. 

The first was a revelation of Gentile kingdoms from 
himself to their utter destruction. All were declared to 
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be from God : ** The Qod of heaven hath given thee a 
kingdom, power, and strength, and glory " (Dan. iL 37). 

Nebnchadnezzar did homage to Daniel as Jehovah's 
prophet, and said, '^ Of a truth it is that yonr Grod is a 
God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of 
secrets " (ver. 47). 

The second was a revelation of God's power in deliver- 
ing His servants. In that revelation a man was seen 
walking with them in the fire, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
described as a heavenly personage. His confession on 
that occasion was, ^^ Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent His angel, and 
delivered His servants that trusted in Him, and have 
changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, 
that they might not serve nor worship any God except 
their own God. Therefore I make a decree, That every 
people, nation, and language, which speak anything amiss 
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a 
dunghill ; because there is no other God that can deliver 
after this sort " (Dan. iii. 28, 29). 

The third revelation showed how dependent man is 
upon God for the preservation of his faculties — ^how 5e 
is able to abase them that walk in pride. In smiting 
the king with madness, preserving to him his kingdom, 
and afterwards restoring him to reason, God gave an 
intimation of the bestial condition of self-willed sove- 
reignty, and of its future restoration to the true service 
of God. 

Kebuchadnezzar's confession of God is most remark- 
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able ; — " And at the end of the days I Nebnchadnezzar 
lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding 
returned unto me, and I blessed the Most High, and I 
pra.ised and honoured Him that liveth for ever, whose 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom 
is from generation to generation. And all the iohabitants 
of the earth are reputed as nothing : and He doeth ac*- 
cording to His will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His hand, 
or say unto Him, What doest thou ? At the same time my 
reason returned unto me ; and, for the glory of my king- 
dom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me ; and 
my counsellors and my lords sought unto me ; and I was 
established in my kingdom ; and excellent majesty was 
added unto me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise, and ex- 
tol, and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are 
truth, and His ways judgment : and those that walk in 
pride He is able to abase " (Dan. iv. 34-37). 

In this pubUc manner did the head of GentUe sove- 
reignty confess the God of Israel. The Gentile nations 
had thus God revealed to them through Nebuchad- 
nezzar ; His righteousness was manifested in the punish- 
ment of Israel for their sins, and His power also over all 
nations of men. 

Here was indeed a magnificent commencement of the 
times of the Gentiles. God manifested to all nations 
the folly and sin of idolatry, and His own sole supre- 
macy and Godhead. 



8 THS TDOB or THE 6SMTILB8. 



CHANGE IN THE LANGUAGE OF REVELATION 

Not only in actions, bnt also in words, did Grod 
manifest Himself to the Gentiles. The language of 
revelation, so far as Gentiles were concerned, was 
in Chaldee. God thns spoke to men in their own 
tongae. 

The introduction of this change is marked in Daniel 
ii 4:— r^^ Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in 
Syriac" ^^9^ — Aramaic. I think it probable that this 
was a sort of ecclesiastical language amongst the mixed 
populations of the empire, just as Latin was in medieval 
times. It was probably the one language of literature, 
as Greek became, in a great degree, in the Roman 
Empire. 

The Chaldee (t.^., the Aramaic), portions of Daniel 
became thus a written revelation to the Grentile nations, 
suited to lead them back to the fuller revelation of the 
Hebrew Scriptures. 

They form, as a separate volxmie, a most instructive 
manifestation of God : — 

1. The Great Image revealing the successive changes 
of Gtentile empire, down to its destruction by a power 
not of human origin, which was to fill the earth with 
the kingdom of the God of heaven* 

The failure of all heathen hierophants to tell the king 
his dream, or to interpret it to him, made eminently 
conspicuous the divine office of Israel's prophet 

2. The deliverance at the fiery furnace gave another 
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example, of Grod's power, and of the safety of His cap- 
tive children, even when apparently subjected to the 
tyranny of man. 

All earthly religions bowed down in submission to 
Nebuchadnezzar's image. Israel alone stood firm, and 
was victorious. 

3. Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the tree, his judgment 
when lifted up with pride, his pfeservation during seven 
years' madness, and his wonderful restoration, demon- 
strated to all nations of the world tl^t the Gk)d of Israel 
was the sole supreme Governor of the universe : ** In 
the armies of heaven, as well as amongst the inhabitants 
of the earth." 

4. Nebuchadnezzar's grandson had forgotten all 
those lessons. The idolatrous party triumphed, and 
the vessels of God's temple were brought into Bel- 
shazzar's impious feast : " He praised the gods of gold." 

The Babylonian Empire had thus apostatised, and 
those solemn words were mira^ously inscribed on the 
wall : " Thou art weighed in the balances, and found 
wanting." 

That night was Belshazzar slain, and the Babylonian 
Empire passed away. 

5. The den of lions was a manifestation of God to the 
succeeding empire of Persia, which called forth that 
remarkable decree of Darius : " I make a decree, that 
in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and 
fear before the God of Daniel ; for He is the living God, 
and steadfast for ever, and His kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed, and His dominion shall be even unto 
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the end. He delivereth and rescneth, and He worketh 
signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath 
delivered Daniel from the power of the lions " (Dan. vL 
26, 27). 

6. The remaining Aramaic portion of Daniel is the 
vision of the four monarchies, which w6re to be judged 
and destroyed by " the Ancient of days," sitting in His 
heavenly glory. 

It reveals, the wicked power of the Little Horn, wear- 
ing out the saints of the Most High, and his own 
destruction. 

It tells of the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven, to set up a heavenly kingdom of the saints of 
the Most High. 

Those revelations, in the language of the Gentiles, 
disclosed to all men the authority, character, and 
government of God. They were so brief as to be 
accessible to all, and so clear that none need misunder- 
stand. They form a sort of Gentile Bible. 



CHANGE IN THE TITLES OF PROPHETS, AND 

OF OUR LORD HIMSELF. 

AccoMPANTiNQ this change was an instructive inti- 
mation to the Jews of a wider office for the spirit of 
prophecy. Daniel and Ezekiel are called " son of man," 
i.^., prophets, not merely for Israel, but for all mankind. 
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Our Lord's title " Son of man" is Hebrew in Psalm 
Ixxx. 17; it is Aramaic in Daniel vii. 13. He is seen, 
not as seated on the throne of David, but as Sovereign 
of the whole earth, and that for ever. 

One or two earlier intimations of the same kind were 
for a similar purpose. When Abram was made a father 
of many nations, his name was changed from the 
Hebrew, Abram, to the Arabic, Abraham, of the same 
signification. When the kings of the earth are called 
upon to do homage to the Son, He is designated, not by 
the Hebrew, Ben, but by the Chaldee (or Aramaic), Bar 
(Ps. ii. 12). 



CHANGE IN THE PLACE OF REVELATION. 

When Jonah would escape from an unwelcome mission 
to Nineveh, he attempted to flee to Tarshish, under the 
idea that inspiration was confined to the Holy Land, 
and that, if he could escape to a Gentile land, he would 
be beyond the reach of inspiration. 

Now God gave visions to Ezekiel when he was 
amongst the captives by the river Ohebar. Daniel 
received his in the Babylonian and Persian courts. The 
Jewish as well as the Gentile mind was thus prepared 
for the great coming change. Jerusalem's oracle was 
broken to pieces, but only to make God's voice more 
widely heard. 
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DANIELS POLITICAL AND ECCLESIASTICAL 
RELATION TO THE GENTILES. 

Nebuchabnezzab set Daniel over the whole province 
of Babylon, making him thus, in secular affairs, his 
prime minister. He also made him ^^ chief of the 
governors over all the wise men of Babylon." 

This latter office gave the Babylonian Empire an 
opportunity of reforming public worship, and of estab- 
lishing the true worship of God, to the utter abolition of 
all idolatry. We may gather from Daniel's reproof to 
Belshazzar, that there were two parties in the empire — 
one that endeavoured to maintain the ancient idolatry, 
the other which reformed religion during Nebuchadnez^ 
zar's reign. The popular mind, however, was too 
deeply impregnated with superstition and polytheism 
to be so suddenly emancipated, and after the death of 
Nebuchadnezzar the idolatrous party gained the ascen- 
dancy. Yet Daniel's work had an enduring influence. 
He is evidently the second Zoroaster of Persian his- 
tory. 

Under Darius, Daniel was restored to his former 
influence : '^ So this Daniel prospered in the reign of 
Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian" (Dan. 
iii. 28). 

Swerdis, the magian, appears to have neutralised 
that influence, soon however to be restored ; for we find 
the king of Persia acknowledging the God of heaven, 
whose temple was at Jerusalem : " Now therefore, 
Tatnai, governor beyond the river, Shethar-boznp^i, and 
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your companions the Apharsachites, which are beyond 
the river, be ye far from thence : let the work of this 
house of God alone ; let the governor of the Jews and 
the elders of the Jews build this house of God in his 
place. Moreover, I make a decree what ye shall do to 
the elders of these Jews for the building of this house 
of God : that of the king*s goods, even of the tribute 
beyond the river, forthwith expenses be given unto these 
men, that they be not hindered. And that which they 
have need of, both young bullocks, and rams, and 
lambs, for the burnt-offerings of the God of heaven, 
wheat, salt, wine, and oil, according to the appointment 
of the priests which are at Jerusalem, let it be given 
them day by day without fail: that they may offer 
sacrifices of sweet savours unto the God of heaven, arid 
pray for the life of the king, and of his sons. Also I 
have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this 
word, let timber be pulled down from his house, and, 
being set up, let him be hanged thereon; and let his 
house be made a dunghill for this. And the God that 
hath caused His name to dwell there destroy all kings 
and people, that shall put to their hand to alter and 
to destroy this house of God which is at Jerusalem. I 
Darius have made a decree ; let it be done with speed" 
(Ezra vL 6-12). 
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GRADUAL DIVINE REVELATION TO GENTILE 

EMPIRES. 

In considering " the times of the Gentiles," with refer- 
ence to God's revelation of Himself to the Gentile world, 
it is very interesting to trace the various steps of that 
revelation. 

To do so in detail, and in any degree of fulness, 
would require a large treatise. Here I do not propose 
anything beyond a general outline. 

We have already seen how God revealed Himself to 
the Babylonian Empire, and how that revelation was 
rejected by Belshazzar. He then caused Cyrus to ac- 
knowledge " the God of heaven," by permitting a volun- 
tary return of Jewish exiles, and the rebuilding of the 
temple. That temple was, more or less, associated with 
the Persian Empire. There was a great struggle in the 
empire with magianism, which ended in the rejection of 
the God of revelation. 

To this succeeded the Grecian period, during which a 
great change took place. In Greece proper, the Scrip- 
tures do not appear to have taken any deep hold until 
Christian times. But taking Alexandria as a centre, 
written revelation and the Jewish synagogues had a 
remarkable influence. The whole Jewish Scriptures 
were translated into the sole language of literature : 
" Moses had in every city them that preached him," 

The nations persisted in their idolatry. Greece 
passed away, and Some came in its stead. Then took 
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pla6e the Roman destruction of Jerusalem and the 
diffusion of Christianity. The temple, as well as the 
throne of David were in ruins; the empire became 
nominally Christian; a new reyelation in the language 
of Gentile literature, but adapted to divine revelation, 
was God's gift to Gentile Christendom. 

In all this the result was the utter extinction of the 
synagogue as of divine approval, and nothing remained 
of divine authority but the Gentile Christian Church 
and the Sacred Scriptures. 



REVELATION BY SYMBOLIC VISION, AND 
CALCULA TION BY S YMBOLIC TIME. 

In giving a written revelation to Gentiles, a new method 
was adopted. Symbolic visions were given representing 
the future of " the times of the Gentiles." The style of 
symbolism was unique. It has nothing in it of the 
heathen myth, nor of the Egyptian nature-worship. It 
had some, but not an extensive, relation to the ritualism 
of the temple. In truth, it stood per se, A symbol is 
a pictorial representation of an idea, as a picture is a 
formal representation of a thing. The symbols of Scrip- 
ture are invariably explained in some part of Scripture 
so as to exclude any heathen idealism. As it was intro- 
duced when God revealed Himself to Gentiles through 
Nebuchadnezzar, so the Gentile Scriptures close with 
symbolic visions. 
This truth gives an aspect to the Apocalypse that ought 
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to remove erroneons principles of interpretation which 
have obtained extensiye adhesion. It is often asserted 
that the Jews are the principal subjects of prophecy, and 
that the Apocalypse should be interpreted as having chief 
reference to them. On the contrary, from the days of 
Nebuchadnezzar down to the second advent, the Gentiles 
are the principal subject of prophecy, and it was chiefly 
for them that the New Testament Scriptures were 
written. 

Connected with symbolic visions are symbolic mea- 
surements of time. The key to these is given in Ezekiel 
iv. There the prophet is addressed as son of man, and 
is commanded to perform publicly some symbolic actions. 
He was to take a tile and portray Jerusalem upon it 
Against it he was to build a fort and cast a mount, and 
encamp against it, and to set battering rams against it 
round about. He was also to take an iron pan and set 
it for a wall of iron between him and the city. All this 
was to be a sign to the house of IsraeL To denote 
time^he was to lie on his side as many days as the houses 
of Israel and Judah had sinned years : 390 for Israel 
and 40 for Judah. These were probably from the first 
of Behoboam, b.o. 976, to the destruction of the temple, 
B.C. 587=390 years ; and from our Lord*s crucifixion, 
A.D. 31, tb the destruction of Jerusalem, a.d. 70. 

In computing these times, the Lord says, ^^ I have ap- 
pointed thee each day for a year.^' That sort of measure- 
ment was not unknown to the Jews. The forty years 
in the wilderness were for the forty days of the spies. 
But this place is expressly declared to be in symbolic 
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computation. The various occasions on which symbolic 
times are given all belong to the times of the Gentiles, 
either throughout their continuance or at their incipiency, 
as in the case of the 390 days. The 1200 days are given in 
various forms seven times. All the symbolic dates are : — 

i. Three hundred and ninety days, ending with the 

Babylonian captivity, 
ii. Forty days, ending with the Roman captivity, 
iii. Seven times, or 2520 days, ending with the destruc- 
tion of the Gentile image (Dan. iv. 25). 
iv. The time, times, and dividing of time, during which 
the saints of the Most High were to be delivered 
into the hands of the Little Horn (Dan. vii. 25). 
V. Two thousand three hundred evening-morning, 
from the conquest of Persia by Alexander, b.c. 
329, to the cleansing of the sanctuary, a.d. 1971. 
(I omit the seventy weeks, because the manner ia 
which they are expressed suits either days or 
years), 
vi. The time, times, and a half when the power of the 
[Gentile] holy people shall be scattered (see 
Zech. xiv. 2-4), and Daniel's people are to be 
delivered (Dan. xii. 7). 
vii. The 1290 days when the Jews are to be purified. 
They conamence a.d. 637, and end a.d. 1896 
(Dan. xii. 12, and Ezek. xx. 28). 
viii. The 1335 days — the commencement of the blessed- 
ness — ^from the same date to a.d. 1971. 

(Throughout the other Hebrew prophets there are no 

B 
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symbolical dates, nor do we find tliem again 
until the Apocalypse). 
ix. The Saracenic five months, or 150 days, from the 
first preaching of Mohammed, a.d. 613, to the 
foundation of Bagdad, a.d. 762. 
X. The Turkish day, month, and year, or 391 days, 
from the taking of Nicomedia, a.d. 1299, to the 
re-conquest of Belgrade, a.d. 1690. 
xi. The Holy City trodden down for forty-two months, 
from A.D. 637 to a.d. 1896. 

xii. The 1260 days of the prophesying of the wit- 
nesses during the same period. 

xiii. The three and a half days between their death and 
their resurrection — ^probably about the time of 
the destruction of Gog and the others at Jeru- 
salem. 

xiv. The woman in the wilderness for 1260 days, from 

• the time of the secular power of the Romish 

hierarchy — ^probably A.D. 510 to A.D. 1770; if 
we may not descend later, and make the period 
synchronous with the treading down of Jeru- 
salem, 
xv. The time, times, and a half, another designation of 
the same period. 

xvi. The thousand years, or the millennium. If these 
were symbolic years they would signify 360,000 
years ; but this is so contrary to the analogy of 
the 6000 years, corresponding to the six days' 
work, and the 1000 years corresponding to the 
seventh day, as well as apparently to the nature 
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of things, that we should see whether there may 
not be another interpretation. When a symbolic 
year is mentioned, the word employed is ivuiv 
T09, but these 1000 years are eny. The choice of 
a different word seems to indicate a different idea. 
The former a symbolic, the latter a natural year. 

In computing the 1260 days during which the saints 
of the Most High were delivered into the hands of the 
Little Horn, a difficulty arises because of four occasions 
when the supremacy of the Pope in legal causes was 
recognised, so far as concerned ecclesiastical affairs. The 
first was a decree of Gratian and Valentinian, a.d. 378 
or 379 ; the second by Theodosius II. and Valentinian 
III., A.D. 445. But as there were emperors of the West 
as well as of the East at these periods, the Popes had 
not become a little horn. It is, however, remarkable 
that 1260 years from each of those eras marks a declen- 
sion in Papal power, A.p. 1638 saw the conclusion of 
the thirty years' war; and a.d. 1704 marked the com- 
mencement of Marlborough's victories, by which the 
French and Papal power were so much weakened. 

In A.D. 606 Phocas acknowledges Boniface as univer- 
sal bishop, and a.d« 1866 was a fatal year for Papal 
power by the utter overthrow of Austria as a western 
power, and the establishment of the supremacy of Pro- 
testant Prussia. 

But A.D. 533 was the real year in which Justinian 
gave a legal status to the Bishop of Rome as the judge 
of heresy, since which time no western emperor reigned 
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in Borne. a.d. 1792 was therefore, I think, the trae 
tennination of the time, times, and a half of the Little 
JELonu 

From all the foregoing, I think there can be no rea- 
sonable doubt that the times of the Grentiles begin with. 
Kebnchadnezzar, and close with the final siege of 
:Jemsalem« In the following pages I shall consider 
those times in the Farious aspects in which they are 
regarded in prediction, and show how wonderfully; his- 
tory bears testimony to the fulfilment of Grod's Word. 



TffJS FOUR EMPIRES AS REVEALED TO 
NEB UCHADNEZZAR. 

Nebuchadnezzar had been revolving in his mind the 
probable history of the future. It was probably during 
sleepless nights. It pleased God to reveal to him in a 
dream the outline of the history of Gentile sovereignty 
until its utter subversion, to make way for " the king- 
dom of the God of heaven." This reminds us of those 
instructive words of Elihu, " Why dost thou strive 
against him ? for He giveth not account of any of His 
matters. For God speaketh once, yea, twice, yet man 
perceiveth it not. In a dream, in a vision of the night, 
when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings upon 
the bed ; then He openeth the ears of men, and sealeth 
their instruction, that He may withdraw man from his 
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purpose, and hide pride from man " (Job xxxiii. 13-17). 
Men are never less able to guide their own thoughts than 
when dreaming. Any disclosures then given could not 
be ascribed to human skill. 

To Nebuchadnezzar was shown a great image, " whose 
brightness was excellent, and form terrible." His head 
was of fine gold, his breast and arms of silver, his belly 
and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of 
iron and part of clay. 

A stone cut out without hands smote the image on his 
feet,, and the whole image was broken to pieces, and be- 
came as the chaff of the summer threshing-floor. 

The stone became a great mountain, which filled the 
whole earth. 

The Babylonian, Persian, Grecian, and Roman Em- 
pires were thus revealed to Nebuchadnezzar as consti- 
tuting in reality one continuous system, varying in form 
and qualities, but one in continuity. The two arms of 
silver symbolised the Medes and Persians ; the two 
thighs, Greece, European and Asiatic; the two legs, 
Rome, West and East ; the two feet and ten toes, Rome 
and Constantinople, with five powers round each» In 
quality the Babylonian was the best. As constituted 
under Nebuchadnezzar, there was a God-fearing monarch, 
with absolute power. Of Belshazzar we may say, how 
is the gold become dim, the most fine gold changed I 
In Persia there was at first a divided empire, and a 
council in some respects superior to the sovereign. In 
Greece the brazen phalanx, which secured victory, soon 
became mutual by weakening monarchies. In Rome there 
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was the dDminion of force and the strength of instita- 
tions, at length degrading into representative govem- 
ments and divided interests. 

Potter's clay is valuable in its place for making even 
vessels nnto honour. Its nature, however, is too friable 
to make a vessel which could stand the shock of battle. 
Therefore Daniel also calls it miry clay. This was to be 
the last condition of empire immediately preceding the 
second advent. The same suggestion is in other places : 
^^ Thou shalt break theSn With a rod of iron ; thou shalt 
dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel" (Ps. ii. 9). 
Christ's people shall be associated with Him in that 
worh : ' " He that overcometh, and keq>eth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give power over the 
nations ; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron ; 
as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to 
pieces; even as I received of my Father" (Rev. ii 
27, 28). 

In this view of Gentile empire we have to note that 
the Grecian was to be partly Asiatic and partly Euro- 
pean, so was it to be also with the Roman. The last 
condition of the Roman was to be with five toes belong- 
ing to each foot, i.e.y five western and five eastern states, 
forming the last condition of the image. 

The power which destroyed the image was shown to 
Nebuchadnezzar merely as a destroying power at first, 
and afterwards as a great mountain, filling the whole 
earth. This is explained by Daniel as the kingdom of 
the God of heaven ; no Son of man, as the Great^King 
was shown to him, nor the saints persecuted by the Little 
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Horn, It was simply a vision of successiye empires, with 
their gradual deterioration. 

We now are approaching rapidly to the last condition 
of the image. In the year 1866, the western foot, with 
its five toes, was formed by the expulsion of Austria 
from Western Europe. The 'five western powers are 
Germany, England, France, Spain, and Italy. The 
present " Eastern Question " will hurry on the forma^ 
tion of the eastern foot, with its five toes. We shall 
see, in elucidating the 7th and 8th chapters of Daniel, 
that these will be Austria and the fomr Alexandrine 
horns. 

Such is the outline of Gentile sovereignty as thus 
wonderfully revealed to Nebuchadnezzar. 

The same empires are revealed to Daniel in a far more 
complex manner, and with many added details, as we 
shall see in unfolding his 7th and 8th chapters. 



THE FOUR MONARCHIES, AS REVEALED TO 
DANIEL IN CHAPTERS VIL AND VIIL 

The empires were shown to Nebuchadnezzar as one con- 
tinuous image — they were revealed to Daniel as separate 
empires. To Nebuchadnezzar there was shown a dead 
image — Daniel saw them as living realities. The vision 
was given to him in a dream. Daniel records the 
narrative in the Gentile language, and he introduces a 
Gentile idea unknown to the Hebrew Scriptures — the 
thoughts of the head. The Hebrew image is the thoughts 
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of the heart. It is Well to note even these minute evi- 
dences of the transition to Gentile times. 

Daniel saw fhe fbur winds of heaven striving upon 
the great sea. Some expositors have supposed the 
Mediterranean to be here intended, but that interpreta- 
tion is contrary to all analogy. It is not in the nature 
of symbols to be limited to time or place ; they repre- 
sent ideas. To a Babylonian the great sea would not 
be the Mediterranean, for he was well acquainted with 
the Asiatic Ocean. Neither is it true that the empires 
arose out of the countries bordering on the Mediterranean, 
for Assyria, Chaldea, and Persia had geographically 
nothing to do with the Mediterranean. It is, then, the 
symbolic sea, the agitated peoples. From that agitation 
arose four living creatures : " Four great beasts came up 
from the sea, diverse one from another." The word 
" beasts " does not imply fierceness, but simply living 
beings. The fierceness is implied in the specific beasts 
— a lion, a bear, a leopard. 

Babylon is compared to a lion. Its first condition 
was self-exaltation, like eagle's wings. That character 
was changed, and it was humanised — a graphic history 
of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Persia is compared to a bear, which devoured much 
flesh. It raised itself up on one side, probably indicat- 
ing Persia rising above Media. It had in its mouth 
three ribs, representing its conquests in three different 
directions. Greece is compared to a leopard for swift- 
ness. It had four wings of a fowl, to express exceeding 
swiftness. It had four heads — the four Alexandrine 
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horns. -It is significantly added, dominion was given 
to it. There was one dominion for which Greece was 
remarkable — ^the dominion o& mind. The material do- 
minion of Greece was short-lived ; her mental supremacy 
lasts to this day. 

T3ie fourth empire is not 6ompared . to any known 
animal. Its fonn of empire diflTered from all others. 
Its power rested in its institutions, aided by an unrivalled 
soldiery. It was dreadful, and terrible, and strong ex- 
ceedinffly. It devoured and bra;ke in pieces, and stamped 
the residue with its feet. It had ten horns. In L 
description of the Roman Empire we have a useful illus- 
tration of one principle of historic sjonbolism. All the 
parts of the symbol are not co-existent. The same is in 
the Greek one respecting the four heads. Here the ten 
horns are chronologically a later form of this fourth 
beast. 

In attentively considering those ten horns, Daniel 
saw a little horn arise, which utterly uprooted three of 
them. He united three characters — a horn, eyes, and a 
boastful mouth. 

Such was the picture of human empire as seen by a* 
heavenly-minded prophet. His attention was especially 
directed to the fourth empire. The divine judgment 
also was especially exercised upon it. We can see the 
reason. To the Roman Empire was C9mmitted, at an 
early period of its imperial history, the deposit of the 
Christian faith. Hence its anti- Christian history is 
largely represented. 

The description of its judgment is magnificent. In 



26 THE TIMES OF THE OEIH'ILES^ 

reading snch descriptions we mnst remei)iber that they 
are heavenly scenes. The earthly events may appear to 
be ordinary ones. If we bad not Micaiah's narrative, 
Ahab's death wonld have appeared an ordinary occur- 
rence. 

The judgment here, however, was accompanied by 
great human events. Daniel gazed with awestruck in- 
terest on those ten horns and the marvellous little one. 
At length he saw the thrones cast down, which marks 
the time of this divine session. It is at the moment 
of the smiting of the image. In this it differs from the 
judgment in ver. 26, which is to be on the little horn. 

The divine throne is set, the Ancient of days is upon 
it. His divine glory is seen as the brilliant brightness 
of snow, and the spotless purity of wool, well cleansed 
and combed — one of the most beautiful whitenesses in 
nature. His throne was as the fiery flame, which was 
not only gloriously bright, but incapable of being sullied 
by earthly contact. For the same reason the wheels are 
compared to burning fire. From that throne of glory 
issued forth a river of water, which appeared like a fiery 
stream, because of the reflected glory. Similar is " the 
throne of God and of the Lamb'^ in Rev. xxii. 1. His 
ministering attendants are probably the glorified saints. 
They are the Mahanaim (God's host) of Cant. vi. 13; 

• 

Rev. xix. 11-14. The day of long-suffering with the 
guilty nations was closed : '' The judgment was set, and 
the books were opened." 

It is not the final judgment of the great white throne: 
it is chiefly (as here described) the judgment of the little 
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horn and of the fourth beast; i.e.j of the Papacy and of 
the Western Roman Empire. The immediate cause of 
the destruction of the beast is^ihe voice of the great words 
of the little horn. He is not only slain, but utterly 
burned with fire. 

Daniel sees the other three beasts survive, but in a 
state of decrepitude ; " their dominion was taken away, 
but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time " 
— "a season" — 1?f — a set time — "a time" — V^JV — a 
longer period. The prolongation, as we shall afterwards 
see, was very long. The set time is fixed to an hour. 

Daniel then had a vision of the coming of the Son of 
man that He might receive the empire of the world. He 
saw Him brought near to the Ancient of days. In sym- 
bolic vision things are seen separately which in reality 
are one unity. Thus Aaron went in before the mercy- 
seat : the antitype is the One Jesus. So here the God- 
man is seen as Son of man and as the Ancient of 
days. Jesus has long since dwelt in "the excellent 
glory." These sepal'ate symbols are accommodated to 
our human perceptions. 

He receives the kingdom of the whole earth ; " the 
heathen for His inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for His possession." 

The universal kingdom which He receives is everlast- 
ing, never to be destroyed. There is an apparent con- 
tradiction to this in 1 Cor. xv. 28, where Christ delivers 
up the kingdom to God. He surrenders one mode of 
government that it may be transformed into a far higher 
one. In the messianic kingdom the Father judgeth no 
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maiL. Christ has anthority to execute judgment because 
He is the Son of man (John y. 22, 23). It is a Tice- 
regal kingdom — man ruling for God. The other will be 
the regal kingdom — Grod ruling through man. ^' In the 
dispensation of the fulness of times He will gather to- 
gether in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven and which are on earth" (Eph. i 10). This is 
beautifully illustrated by Psahn xxL 4 : ''He asked life 
of Thee, and Thou gavest it Him, even length of days for 
ever and ever." The surrender of the earthly life seemed 
to be death, and yet it was eternal life. So the great 
white throne will transform the earthly viceregal king- 
dom into the heavenly all-comprehending one. 

The result of these night-visions was that Daniel was 
" grieved in the midst of his body, and the visions of his 
head troubled him." They were indeed terrible visions. 
He knew that God's revelations were not intended to be 
obscurations, and therefore he asked one of the atten- 
dant ministers to explain to him the meaning of them. 
He did so, saying, " These great beasts, which are four, 
are four kings which shall arise out of the earth." He 
thus gave one character to all — their origin was earthly. 
" The Son of man " came from heaven to take the king- 
dom, which is thus expressed by the heavenly minister- 
^^ But the saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom, 
and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever." 

Daniel received a measure of light by this general 
explanation. It enabled him to discern more clearly 
the character of the little horn and of the beast. He 
adds some particulars to each. Besides the iron teeth, 
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he discerned nails of brass. He saw that the looks of 
the horn were more stout than his fellows. He saw the 
horn making war with the saints and prevailing against 
them until the judgment of the Ancient of days. 

Daniel then received a further explanation from this 
attendant minister : " The fourth beast shall be the 
fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from 
all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and 
shall tread it down and break it in pieces." We should 
here note how king and kingdom are used interchange- 
ably in symbolic visions. How truly has the fourth 
kingdom done all this. Not only has the Roman Empire, 
as we popularly regard it, subdued the world, but when 
we look at the history of its ten horns, how truly have 
they subdued much farther than even what is popularly 
regarded as the Boman Empire. The ten horns were to 
be ten kingdoms into which the empire was to be 
divided without destroying the corporate unity of the 
beast. 

As this fourth beast of Daniel was slain without de- 
priving the first three of life, it could only be the Western 
Roman Empire. In it therefore we must seek for these 
ten horns. They were not to be continuously ten from 
their rise to the destruction of the beast, for the little 
horn was to uproot three of them. The Pope, with his 
triple crown, brands himself as that little horn, which 
had five characteristics : — 

i. A horn — i.e.y a secular power, 
ii. Eyes — i.e.j erriaKOTro^ — an overseer, an ecclesiastic. 
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iii. A moutli speaking blasphemous words. How aw- 
fully fulfilled by Papal doctrines and self-asser- 
tions ! 

iv. Wearing out the saints of the Most High. Within 

the Latin revived empire the gospel has been 
effectually crushed. 
V. The Papacy endeavoured to change times and laws, 
by substituting the authority of the Popes for 
the revelation of God. 

The saints of the Most High were to be given into his 
hand for a time, times, and the dividing of a time — 
i.e.j for 1260 years, viz., from Justinian's edict, A.D. 533, 
to the French Revolution, a.d. 1792. 

Then indeed did the judgment sit. At one stroke the 
Papacy lost all its possessions in France. Soon after 
the Pope was made a prisoner. As time went on, Spain 
and Portugal, and more recently Italy, took away all the 
Church property. The ecclesiastics have become the 
pensioners of the State. This year has completed the 
overthrow of the temporal power of the Pope. Since 
1 792 he has never had power to wear out the saints of 
the Most High. 

The manner of his destruction is twofold — " to con- 
sume and to destroy it unto the end." He retains a 
decrepit existence until he perishes as " the false pro- 
phet," A.D. 1896 or 1897. 

After that, the saints of the Most High receive all 
earthly dominion ^' under the whole heaven." 

Such is the history of the Western Roman Empire as 
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presented to Daniel, let us now examine its eastern 
history as given in chapter viii. 

The eighth chapter of Daniel is written in Hebrew, 
although its subjects belong to the times of the Gentiles. 
Its predictions reach down to the cleansing of the sanc- 
tuary, and therefore more fully belongs to Jewish times. 
As I have already said, it contains the history of the 
other leg of Nebuchadnezzar's image, including that of 
the eastern thigh of the Grecian part of the same image. 
The vision was granted to him beside the river Ulai, 
near the palace in Shushan. Two rivers are mentioned 
in connection with Daniel's visions ; — here, Ulai ; in 
chap. X. 4, Hiddekel. In symbolism a river represents 
a kingdom, as we learn from Isaiah viii. 7. The rivers are 
beautifully introduced in these prophecies. They sym- 
bolise Persia and Assyria. The man clothed in linen is 
the Lord Jesus. He takes possession of the symbolic 
river, thus claiming earthly kingdom as His own. It is 
like the claim made by St John, when, a captive under 
heathen power, he said Jesus Christ is the Prince of the 
kings of the earth. 

It was while Belshazzar was still reigning that Daniel 
had this vision. Ulai therefore had not yet become part 
of the Persian Empire. He saw a ram pushing westward 
and northward and southward, victorious everywhere. 
That ram is declared to be ^* the Kings of Media and 
Persia." They are kings, because the conquests reach 
from Cyrus to Darius Hystaspes. After the ram Daniel 
saw a rough goat, who is declared to be the King of 
Javan (Greece) — ue.y Alexander the Great. When his 
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one horn was broken there sprang np four notable ones 
in its place. These were Greece, Asia Minor and Syria, 
Persia, and Egypt. Out of one of these four came the 
Mohammedan little horn. It is true that Mohammed 
was born in Arabia, but the first time that Mohamme- 
danism became a secular power was when it conquered 
Persia. As a horn, therefore, it strictly came out of one 
of the Alexandrine horns. The whole description exactly 
suits the Mohammedan power : — 

1. It arose out of Persia. 

2. It waxed exceeding great toward the South, and 

toward the East, and toward the land of the 
Roe.* This Mohammedanism remarkably did, 



* The hvt ) Roe is a beautiful title for Chrifit. 

Cant ii. 9 — " My beloYed is like a roe or a young hart." Two clean ani- 
male, the very standard of purity, and yet not for sacrifice (Deut. xii. 15). 

It is an image of beauty. " The beauty (roe) of Israel is slain in thy 
high places" (2 Sam. L 19). 

It is of swiftness. "Asahel was light of foot as a roe in the field" 
(2 Sam. ii. 18 ; 1 Chron. xiL 8). 

It is of wakefulness. '* 1 charge you, by the roes and by the hinds of the 
eld, that ye stir not up nor awake my love till she please." 

It is the Lord's own beauty. " In that day shall the branch of the Lord 
be for beauty (a roe) and for glory." 

It is the most excellent. ''Babylon, the glory (roe)' of kingdoms" 
(Isa. xxiv. 16). 

It is the Lord himself as our most precious possession. ** From the utter- 
most part of the earth have we heard songs, even glory (a roe) for the 
righteous " (Isa. xxiv. 16). 

It is the glory of creature beauty. " Whose glorious (roe) beauty is a 
fading flower '* (Isa. xxviii. 1, 4). 

It is the Lord of Hosts himself. " In that day shall the Lord of Hosts 
be for a crown of glory (roe), and for a diadem of beauty unto the residue 
of His people " (Isa. xxviii 5). 
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increasing in Arabia, ^gTpty &c, beyond the 
Euphrates ; and in Palestine. 

3. It increased "unto the host of heaven"—/.^., the 

Christian Church. The symbolical host of 
heaven is the divinely-appointed Church. In 
the times to which this vision belongs this 
would be the Gtentile Church. 

4. ^^ It cast down to the earth some of the host, and 

of the stars." If the host be the body of the 
people, the stars would be their ministers. One 
signification of casting to the earth is to degrade 
and ruin. " How hath the Lord cast down 
from heaven unto the earth the beauty of Israel, 
and remembered not His footstool in the day of 
His anger'' (Lam. ii. 1). 

5. It protracted the degradation, ^^ and stamped upon 

them." Awfully did Mohammedanism fulfil 
this part of the prediction. 

6. It magnified itself '^ even unto the Prince of the 

host." Mohammed acknowledged Jesus to be a 
prophet from God, even declaring that He would 
yet judge the world, yet he proclaimed himself 
to be greater, the promised Paraclete. 

It is Jadah as compared with the natioiui. '' A goodly (roe) heritage of 
the hosts of nations" (Jer. iii. 19). 

It is the beautiful part of an ornament. '* As for the beauty (roe) of 
his ornament, he set it in majesty '* (Ezek. yil. 20). 

It is Judea, the glory (roe) of aU lands " (Ezek. zx. 6, 15 ; Dan. viii. 9 ; 
id. 10, 41-45). 

It is Christ, the glory of the purified world. ''And I shall set gloiy 
(a roe) in the land of the living " (Ezek. zxvi. 20). 

Fatting all these together, how gloriously they HloBtrate the words, 
« My beloved is like a roe.** 
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7. " And from Him lie took away the daily service."* 

How many millions of Christians has Moham- 
medanism taken away from Chrielt's worship ? 

8. " And the place of His sanctuary was cast down.** 

Not only the sanctuary, but the place of the 
sanctuary. Jerusalem was taken by the Sara- 
cens expressly because they counted it a holy 
city, and as such they erected the Mosque of 
Omar. This was indeed to degrade the place of 
the sanctuary. 

9. ^^ And an host was given to him against the daily 

service, by reason of transgression." Christian 
priests had corrupted the truth, they practically 
denied the finished work of the cross, and blasphe- 
mously thrust the worship of the Blessed Virgin, 
and of saints, angels, and even relics and images, 
into the place due alone to Christ. The ^^ Court 
of the Temple " was paganised (Rev. xi. 1), and 
therefore the Holy City was trodden under foot. 
Hence Mohammedanism was in judgment per- 
mitted to be an instituted religion ; ^^ an host 
was given unto it." 

10. " It cast the truth to the ground." 

The doctrines and assertions of Mohamme- 
danism were accepted as God's truth by as large 
a multitude of nations as confessed the name of 



• t^B? is applied geperally to janj thiog done oontinaallj — e^., " I have 
get the Lord ahoaya befose ma *' (Pa. zyI 8). It ia also applied to the 
continual performaBce of all parts of Diyine service. I have therefore 
given service as the general, instead of sacrifice, the specific term. 
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Christ. Yet its doctrines, even on the unity of 
God, are not true, for they deny complexity in 
unity, the only possible unity of which we can 
conceive. With that denial is involved the 
denial of all that characterises ^^ the everlasting 
covenant." 
11. " And it practised and prospered." 

How wonderfully true of Mohammedanism I 

Such was the vision of the Eastern Little Horn. It 
was no wonder that a heavenly attendant should ask 
concerning its continuance. 

" And I heard a certain Holy One speaking energeti- 
cally,* and another t Holy One said to the WonderM 
Numberer, who was speaking energetically, t How long 
shall be the vision of the daily service, and of the trans- 
gression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and 
the host to be trodden under foot ?" 

The desolating transgression is spoken of four times 
by Daniel, and in three of them with a different, although 
analogous reference : — 

i. Here, where the desolating transgression, the re- 
moval of the daily service, and the treading 
down of the sanctuary and the host continue 
until " the cleansing of the sanctuary." 

* '^S^o part. piaU. + 'W. one — t.e., one other. 

X ^? , -I from **^?, a wonder, or miracle, or hidden divine mystery ; 
•"f |?y to measure by counting. How one's thoughts revert to " the very 
hairs of your head are aU numbered." 
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iL In chap. ix. 26, 27, where the Boman treading down 

is predicted, 
iii. In chap. xi. 31, where Antiochus is predicted, 
iy. In chap. xiL 11, which is the same as that in chap. 

viii. 13. 

Oar Lord refers to ^' the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet" (Matt xxiv. 15, and 
Mark xiii. 14), which seems to be synchronous with 
^* When ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies,'* 
in Luke xxi. 20. 

Under any system of interpretation the Boman desola- 
tion could not be the one spoken of here. Two thousand 
three hundred days have long since passed, and 2300 
years would carry us far into the millennium. Neither 
did the Bomans, nor any other, set up in Jerusalem 
an impious religion which " practised and prospered." 
Mohammedanism did, and has successfully trodden down 
" the place of the sanctuary." 

" And He said unto me " — i.^., the Wonderful Num- 
berer said to Daniel. Either, then, Daniel was ** the 
other holy one," or Christ answered not only him but 
Daniel also. 

" And He said unto me unto evening-morning 2300, 
then shall the sanctuary be cleansed." * 

♦ The margin reads "justified.*' The Hebrew ?n« is not identical in 
meaning with ducaiSfa. The latter is only used in the forensic sense of 
acquitting, and neyer in the sense of cleansing. The Hebrew word 
is applied to being righteous, as well as in the forensic sense of being 
acquitted — e^, (Dan. xiL 8), " They that turn many to righteousness. 

Gen. zliv. IG— " How shall we clear ouruheaf*' 
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The phrase evening-morning is again referred to in v. 
26 as characteristic of the visioiL Our attention, there- 
fore, is especially drawn to it Naturally, evening ends in 
darkness. At one great future time evening will end in 
morning. When Jesus stands with His feet on the 
Mount of Olives there shall be " one day (i.e., a peculiar 
day) which shall be known unto the Lord, not day, nor 
night : but it shall come to pass that at evening time it 
shall be light " (Zech. xiv. 7). The morning of that 
day shall see the sanctuary cleansed. This brings us 
down in time to the 1336th day — i.e., seventy-five 
years beyond the termination of the treading down 
of the city. We have already seen how Nebuchadnez- 
zar's 2520 years date from the era of his reign, and 
end with the conclusion of the 1260 days — i.e., a.d. 
1896. 

Applying a similar principle here, we begin to calcu- 
late from the time that the ^^ rough goaf completed 
the destruction of the ram^ — i.e.y Alexander's final defeat 
of Darius, which was about two years after the battle of 
Arbela — i.e., b.c. 229. 'From that date 2300 years end 
A.D. 1971, which is the seventy-fifth year after 1897. 
Then shall it be said to Jerusalem, '^ Thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." It is the 
morning light. 

Daniel longed for further light. He says — " And it 
came to pass when I, even I, Daniel, had seen the vision, 

ThU doable application of the Hebrew word mialed Jerome into Apply- 
ing " juBtiflcationes" in a moral instead of a forensic sense, and so the 
Yulgate was greatlj instrumental in corropting Western theology. 
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and songlit for the meaning, then, behold, there stood 
before me as the appearance of a man.'^ * 

'^ And I heard the voice of a man f between [the banks 
ci] TTlaL And He cried and said, Make this [man] to 
understand the vision. So he came near where I stood, 
and when he came I was afraid, t and fell upon my face. 
But he said nnto me. Understand, son of man, for 
the vision is for the time of the end." 

This is the first occurrence of .the remarkable phrase 
" th6 time of the end." It is found only in the Prophet 
Daniel, and in the following places : — Chap. viii. 17 — 
ue.j here; and xi 35, 40; and xii. 4, 9. 

Its application, therefore, is to the close of the times 
of the Grentiles. ^^ At the time of the end shall be the 
vision," is illustrated by "the words are closed up and 
sealed until the time of the end." 
' From several causes commentators have hitherto 
been unable to explain this vision and the correspond- 
ing one in chap. xiL I shall not enter into details, 
because my object is not to write about the errors of 
others, but to elucidate truth. The view given above 
of the evening-morning, and of the date from Alex- 
ander's defeat of Darius, removes (I hope) the principal 
difficulty. 

"Now, as he was speaking with me I was in a deep 

♦ "^J — a mighty one, from "^a^, to prevaU. It applies to man in his 
adult vigour, and forms part of the compound name Qabriel — ^the might 
of Qod. As an active participle we have it in *^^ ^. — the mighty Qod. 

f ^t — ^man in the Divine image. Our Lord ia Ben Adam—the Son of 
Man. 

t ^^,^ — ^I was greatly afraid. 
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sleep, on my face toward the ground : but lie touched 
me, and set me upright. And he said, Behold, I will 
make thee know what shall be in the last end of the 
indignation : for at the time appointed shall the end 
be." 

The special subject, therefore, of Gabriel's explana- 
tion is the last end of the indignation^ and not the 
history of the Persians, nor of Alexander's conquests^ 
He brings in these for elucidation merely. 

" The indignation " is especially God's anger against 
His holy place. Its last end is the time immediately 
preceding its beginning to be cleansed. Isaiah says of 
thejinal Assyrian, " For yet a very little while, and the 
indignation shall cease, and mine anger in their destruc- 
tion," chap. X. 25. Gabriel then proceeds — " The ram 
which thou sawest having two horns are the kings* of 
Media and Persia. And the rough goat is the king of 
Greda: and the great horn that i§ between his eyes is 
the first king. Now that being broken, whereas four 
stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the 
nation, but not in his power. And in the latter time of 
their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the 
full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding 
dark sentences, shall stand up. And his power shall be 
mighty, but not by his own power : and he shall destroy 
wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall 
destroy the mighty and the holy people. And through 
his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his 
hand ; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and 
by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up 
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against the Prince of princes ; bnt he shall he broken 
without hand. And the vision of the evening and the 
morning which was told is true : wherefore shut thou up 
the vision ; for it shall be for many days " (Dan. viiL 
20-26.) 

Our first inquiry here is respecting the meanirg of 
** the latter time of their kingdom." We learn from 
Daniel vii. 12 that their political life, without dominant 
power, was to continue to the end. They are, with 
Austria, ^* The Kings of the East " — Le.y the etstern 
kingdoms of Be v. xvL 12. "We are therefore now enter- 
ing upon the period here predicted. 

^^ When the transgressors are come to the full.*' The 
warnings of God's providence will be unheeded, Chris- 
tendom will have filled up the measure of its iniquities. 
We may gather the general characteristics of this filling 
up from various considerations. A rejection of the re- 
newed proclamation of the Grospel will be one : " This 
Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world 
for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the end 
come " (Matt. xxiv. 14). As it was with the Jemsh 
vine, so is it to be with the Gentile one. The Gospel 
was preached to the synagogues in every city of the 
Roman empire before Jerusalem was destroyed. In Be- 
velation xiv. 6 there is predicted a similar proclamation 
of the Gt)spel, accompanied by the warning, " The hour of 
His judgment is come." That proclamation is wonder- 
fully going forth now. Italy is open, Spain is open, 
France has long been open, Austria is open, and even 
Bussia an4 the East are more or less open. Very soon 
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that door will close. The Gospel will be unheeded, and 
men will cling to their errors. 

Within the Latin dominions there will be a more 
intense worshipping of the Beast and his image (Rev. 
xiv. 9-11). The faithful ones will suflfer martyrdom 
(Rev. xiv. 12). How far that condition wUl pervade 
other parts of Christendom is not very clear. 

Another part of the filling up of transgression is a 
worse doctrinal and moral condition of the Papacy, 
" Babylon is fallen.'* We see the beginnings of this in 
the decree of the Immaculate Conception, in the recent 
decree of Papal infidlibility, and in the present plottings 
of the Jesuits. A phase, rapidly hastening, will be the 
politico-religious union of France, Italy, and Rome in 
union with the Papacy as " the Beast and his image," 
prohibiting all religious or political freedom on pain of 
martyrdom. In 2 Timothy iii 1-5, St Paul gives us 
another phase, viz., moral lawlessness, combined with a 
form of godliness. 

These probably combine the elements of the fulness of 
transgression. It is then that "A king of fierce coun- 
tenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand 
up." The prediction does not tell where he is to be 
king. It merely gives us his character. But his deeds 
enable us to identify him with the king of the north, of 
Daniel xi. 40-45, " His power shall be mighty, but not 
by his own power; and he shall destroy wonderfully, 
and shall prosper and practise, and shall destroy the 
mighty and the holy people ; and through his policy also 
he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand ; and he shall ' 
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I think also that the seven weeks is not strictly a 
chronological era, but only the space of time occupied 
by the building of the temple. Nehemiah's work, which 
he commenced in the twentieth and completed in the 
thirty-second year of Artaxerxes LongimanuB, was the 
building of the wall of Jerusalem. 

In thus separating the prediction of the building of 
the temple from that of the wall of Jerusalem, and 
taking into consideration the two intervals above stated, 
we are enabled to regard the prediction in the following 
aspect: 

" Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and 
thy Holy City" — t.^., not seventy consecutive weeks, 
but seven for one purpose, sixty-two for another, and a 
final one after a certain interval. 

The angel says, "Know therefore and understand, 
that from the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the 
Prince, shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. The 
street shall be built again, and the wall even in trou- 
blous times." 

The seven weeks are not again mentioned, but the 
sixty-two are given as a chronological period: "And 
after sixty-two weeks shall Messiah be cut off." 

No part of the prediction specifies the building of the 
temple. It appears to me that one part of the divine 
purpose in this, is to fix our attention upon Messiah 
the prince. Yet by comparing what the Jews said to 
our Lord with this prediction, we are enabled to apply 
the seven weeks to the building of the temple : " Forty 
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and six years was this temple in building '* (John iL 20). 
There was, probably, an interval of three years in pre- 
liminary efforts, before they began actually to build. 

The building of the city and completing its fortifica- 
tions took a much longer time : ^^ The street shall be 
built again and the wall, even in troublous times." The 
books of Ezra and Nehemiah testify to these troubles. 

Cyrus's decree went forth b.c. 536, and Nehemiah 
celebrated the completion of the wall some little before, 
B.a 434, when he returned to Artaxerxes. There would 
naturally be a space of time between the actual comple- 
tion and its dedication, for Nehemiah would not return 
to Artaxerxes until he had settled all matters in Jerusa- 
lem. If he took three years to make those arrange- 
ments, this would give B.c. 437. This makes exactly 
sixty-two weeks from the completed wall to the true time 
of the birth of Christ. Between that birth and His death 
there were thirty-four years current, but that interval is 
not reckoned amongst the seventy weeks. The prediction 
merely says, " after sixty-two weeks shall Messiah be 
cut off." This statement is in order to give the fact of 
the crucifixion as ^^ finishing the transgression," but 
not as a chronological period, for between the coming of 
Messiah and his crucifixion there must have been the 
interval of a life. 

There then follows the prediction of the Boman war. 
^^ And the people of the prince that shall come shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary : and the end thereof 
shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war deso- 
lations are determined." 
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Some additional particulars are ihen given, especially 
the fact that the war was to be for seven years, which 
are the " one week" of the non-consecutive seventy. 

" And He shall confirm a covenant with many (i.e., 
the Hebrew Christians) for one week, keeping them 
safely in the midst of surrounding desolations, ^' and 
in the midst of the week He shall cause the sacrifice and 
the oblation to cease," when the zealots seized upon the 
holy place and expelled the legal high priest. "And 
for the overspreading of abominations He shall make 
it desolate." In order to recover the holy place the 
high priest and his party had to shed blood in it, 
when making war against the zealots. The Hebrew 
Christians seeing this, understood it to be the desolating 
abomination referred to by our Lord, and accordingly 
retreated from Jerusalem during the hitherto unex- 
plained withdrawal of the Roman armies. 

The final result was to be, " for the overspreading of 
abominations He shall make it desolate, even until the 
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon 
the desolator.^^ It was not the Romans, but the wicked 
priestly party and the more wicked zealots, who were 
the real desolators of the city and the temple. 

Thus was it, both by the sacrifice of Christ and the 
destruction of the temple and the city, that these words 
were fulfilled^ " to finish the transgression, and to 
make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy." 
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THE KING OF THE NORTH OF THE TIME 

OF THE END. 

Dan. XI. 35-41. 

The wonderful predictions from Daniel x. 1, to the 
end of the book, were given to Daniel in the third year 
of Cyrus, king of Persia. They were in many respects 
a terrible revelation, destroying the hopes which would 
naturally be excited by the favourable decree of Cyrus. 
Inspiration does not give omniscience. The inspired 
writers had to search into the meaning of their own 
utterances. Daniel saw the passing away of the Baby- 
lonian Empire in the person of Belshazzar, who had 
blighted many of Daniel's dearest hopes with regard 
to the spread of divine truth amongst the Gentiles. He 
witnessed the incoming of Cyrus and the non-idolatrous 
Persians, but he had had, some years before, a vision of 
Persia as far inferior to Babylon. He therefore sought 
Yurther light from God. He did so in abstinence and 
prayer. He had his reward. For three full weeks — i.e., 
twenty-one days — ^he continued both. During these 
twenty-one days a fallen angel, called " the prince of 
the kingdom of Persia," resisted the holy angel who was 
sent to Daniel. A glimpse is thus given to us of that 
angelic world which the next life will reveal so fully. 
The heavenly messenger is described so gloriously that 
one might think him to be Christ himself, but for the 
seeming equality which he ascribes to Michael, the 
angelic prince of Israel. 



THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES; 47 

He mformed Daniel that so soon as he had given to 
him the revelation with which he was commissioned, he 
would go forth to fight with the kings of Persia, nntil 
the king of Grecia should come. He adds that it was 
he who stood to confirm Darius the Mede, and that now 
he was come to show Daniel what was noted in the 
Scriptures of triith. God has His heavenly book read 
by angelic beings. The angel then proceeded to tell 
Daniel various matters, but principally the struggles for 
the Holy Land between Syria and Egypt — designated 
respectively the king of the north and the king of the 
south. Interesting details are given which were fulfilled 
by Antiochus and Ptolemy. This portion of the predic- 
tion goes down to ver. 35, where it is said that " some 
of them of understanding shall fall (i.e.j be trampled 
upon), to try them, and to purge, and make them white, 
even to the time of the end, because it is yet for a time 
appointed." This part of the prediction stretches far 
beyond Antiochus and Ptolemy, reaching to the conclu- 
sion of the times of the Gentiles. 

There is then given a description of a king, which is 
so similar to the one we have been inquiring about in 
chap. viii. that we cannot but identify them. 

i. He shall do according to his will, 
ii. He shall exalt himself and magnify himself above 

every god — i.e., every delegated power, 
iii. He shall speak marvellous words against the God 

of gods, 
iv. He shall prosper " till the indignation be accom- 
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plkbed.'* This agieeft with the Assyrian of 
Isfliahx* 
V. He shall not regard the (Sod of his fiUheis, nor the 

desire of women — Le,, €rod in Christ. 
yL He shall honour the Qod of forces — Le.^ hrote 

power, 
vii He shall highly hononr a new god, and divide the 
the land for gain. 
Probably only the event will show the charac- 
ter of this new worship. It may be only some 
new form of '^ covetonsnessy which is idolatry.'' 

He is subsequently called the king of the north, and 
in this harmonises (or rather is identified) with Gog, 
and so is the last emperor of Bussia. In ver. 40 it is 
said, ^^ And in the time of the end shall the king of the 
south push at him : and the king of the north shall come 
against him like a whirlwind. 

The time of the end is a.d. 1896, i.e.y 1260 years after 
A.D. 637. This recent war enables us to see more clearly 
why the king of the south should push at the king of the 
north. Present events are depriving Popery of political 
power. The dominant powers of the immediate future 
must be, humanly speaking, England, Germany, Eussia. 
These are all anti-papal. The Bussian emperor is the 
acknowledged head of Greek Christendom. He has an 
especial longing for "the holy places." Bomanism 
resists that claim. Crippled as France now is, she can 
be no match for Germany so long as sHe stands alone. 
She must therefore seek alliances* Italy and Spain are 
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Latin powers, and it wiU be their apparent interest to 
coalesce with France, mating a political convenience of 
the Pope. He will induce them to attack Russia in 
and for Jerusalem. These are the [final} great words 
of the little horn." The recent war, urged on by 
Jesuit influence, is an example of the same influence 
urging on the three powers to this attempt. In so 
doing, they will be the beast, and the Pope the false pro- 
phet of Revelation xix. 20, as well as " the king of the 
south" of this place. Their end is described in that passage 
of the Apocalypse. It is overlooked here, probably, in 
order to fix our attention entirely on the king of the north. 

He comes like a whirlwind against " the beast and the 
false prophet," and so fulfils Ezekiel xxxviii. 9 : " Thou 
shalt ascend, and come like a storm : thou shalt be like 
a cloud to cover the land, thou and all thy bands^ and 
many peoples with thee." 

"The king of the north" comes with chariots and 

with horsemen, and with many ships. It is significant 

that " the Eastern Question" at this moment is the desire 

of Russia to have ships of war in the Black Sea. " He 

shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and 

pass over," Le,^ beyond them. Russia shall enter into 

Turkey and Persia and other lands, and go onwards to 

Palestine, here called " the land of the Roe," as we have 

already seen. " Many countries shall be overthrown." 

They are subsequently unwilling confederates in going 

into the Holy Land, and this explains why it is said, 

" Be thou a guard unto them," ue.^ Be on thy guard 

against them (Ezek. xxxviii. 7). 

i> 
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Edom and Moab and the chief of the children of Am- 
nion escape out of his hand. The probable cause is two- 
fold: he will be occupied in Egypt and the coast of 
Africa, and so will neglect the unattractive lands east 
of the Jordan ; also British influence shall spread from 
India, as we shall see in Ezekiel xxxviii. 13. He shall 
go westward of Palestine; for Egypt, with her precious 
things, shall fall into his hands, and also the Libyans 
and Ethiopians, i.e.j the north coast of Africa and both 
sides of the Bed Sea. 

Russia will thus be in apparently irresistible power, 
France, with her Latin allies, including the Pope, com- 
pletely crushed, and the unwilling nations compelled to 
accompany her into Palestine. Just at this moment the 
Russian emperor will be troubled by tidings out of the 
East and out of the North. The nature of these is ex- 
plained in Ezekiel xxxviii. 13. It is the challenge of 
Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish, with 
all their young lions. England, with her forces both 
from the North and from the East Indies, in common 
with her offshoots in her colonies and her descendants 
in the United States, shall threaten Russia. Instead 
of yielding, Russia will hasten to Palestine with greater 
fury. Her emperor shall plant the tabernacles of his 
palace between the seas (i.e.j between the Mediterranean 
and the Dead Sea), in the glorious holy mountain (the 
holy mountain of the Roe). 

This is the siege of Jerusalem of Zechariah xiv. 1, 
where we learn the measure of success which he shall 
have. " Half of the city shall go forth into captivity," &c. 
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There, however, his success ends. ^^ He shall come to 
his end, and none shall help him." The manner of this is 
given in Ezekiel xxxviii. 21 ; ^^ Every man's sword shall 
be against his brother." It was so in the days of Midian, 
and Isaiah predicts the similarity of this day, chap. xi. 
4, 5. As Midian fell by the cry, " The sword of the 
Lord and of Gideon," so this king of the north shall 
fall by the sword which proceedeth out of the mouth of 
Him that is seated upon the horse (Eev. xix. 21). 

When one looks by the light of God's Word at the pre- 
sent political struggle amongst the nations, how awful 
is the folly of human wisdom 1 Russia has her designs 
in the East, Prussia in the North, France in the West, 
the Jesuits and the Italians in the South, English Bo- 
manising and democratic politicians — all striving and 
planning and plotting and warring for what is within 
twenty-five years to be as the chaff upon the threshing- 
floor ! Such also is every individual who lays himself 
out for anything short of this — How may I be like Christ, 
and in everlasting companionship with him ? 



GOG. 

The preceding papers are upon the times of the Gen- 
tiles as given in the Book of Daniel, omitting those 
parts which belong more especially to the restoration of 
the Jews. Let us now come to the aspect of the same 
subject presented to us in the 38th chapter of Ezekiel. 
" And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 
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Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Ma- 
gog, the prince of Boos, Meshech, and Tubal." 

Ezekiel was amongst the captives of Chebar. To the 
north of him, at no great distance, was the ancient 
Scythia, here called the land of Magog. He was com- 
manded to look towards it, and to address its king, who 
was seen by him in vision, as if it were a living reality. 

" Say, Thus saith the Lord God, Behold I am against 
thee, Gog, the prince of Roos, Meschech, and Tubal." 
The LXX translators, followed by the Vulgate, take 
t£^l^*l as a proper name, and not as an adjective, " chief." 
The Greek spelling is also Mosoch and Thobol. These are 
the native names for Moscow and Tobolsk. It is re- 
markable that in the third century before Christ the LXX 
should have taken Roos for a proper name. At that 
time no human sagacity could have foreseen what an 
important part in the world's history the Boos were to 
play as the predominant tribe in the Russian empire, 
the ancient Muscovy. The prophet goes on to say, 
" And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy 
jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thiille army, all 
of them clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great 
company, with bucklers and shields, all of them hand- 
ling swords." 

This is the king of the north of Daniel, and the 
northern army of Joel ii. 20. His power is to compel 
unwilling nations to go with him. 

*^ Persia, Ethiopia, and Lybia with them; all of them 
with shield and helmet." 

The geographical distribution here is instructive. 
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Persia was conterminous with Scythia in its northern 
parts, and with Ethiopia in its southern. Ethiopia ex- 
tended to both sides of the Bed Sea, and on its African 
side was conterminous with Phut, or Lytia, running 
round the southern and western borders of Egypt, and 
along the northern coast of Africa. 

We then have : — 

" Gomer, and all his bands, the house of Togarmah 
of the north quarters and all his bands, and many 
peoples with them." 

There is, for our present time, a solemn uncertainty 
about all the bands of Gomer. The Crimea was pro- 
bably called from him. His descendants settled along 
the south-western coasts of the Black Sea. They also 
spread extensively westwards. Denmark, or rather 
Jutland, was anciently the Kimmerian Bosphorus. All 
the bands of Gomer will probably include Prussia, and 
perhaps all the German Empire in this confederacy. 
The Welsh people also are called Cymry, from Gomer, 
but happily we are enabled to exclude them, as they 
belong to England as Tarshish. 

There seems here to be an intimation of Germany 
uniting with Bussia in this eastern invasion. Togar- 
mah is Armenia, and all his bands include Georgia, 
Kurdistan, &c. 

Such is the world-wide confederacy here seen in vision 
by Ezekiel. He dares Gog to the attempt : " Be thou 
prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou and all thy com- 
pany that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard 
unto them." In this last admonition there is implicitly 
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a prediction of his doom. The unwillingly associate 
nations will be his destruction. 

The prophet then interposes a prediction of what is to 
happen moi^ than a thousand years after this inva- 
sion : — " After many days thou shalt be visited : in the 
latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought 
back from the swdrd, and is gathered out of many 
people against the mountains of Israel, which have been 
always waste : but it is brought forth out of the nations, 
and they shall dwell safely all of them. Thou shalt 
ascend and come like a storm ; thou shalt be like a cloud 
to cover the land, thou and all thy bands, and many 
people with thee. Thus saith the Lord God, It shall also 
come to pass, that at the same time shall things come 
into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil thought : 
and thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of un- 
walled villages ; I will go to them that are at rest, that 
dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and 
having neither bars nor gates, to take a spoil, and to take 
a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places 
that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are 
gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle 
and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land." 

" After many days shalt thou be visited," is exactly 
parallel with Isaiah xxiv. 22 : ^^ They shall be gathered 
together as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and 
shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall 
they be visited." These are the thousand years of Reve- 
lation XX., when Satan deceives Gog and Magog, and 
leads them up against the Holy Land. 
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Although the fulness of this part of the prediction 
belongs to the close of the millennium, yet so far as con-^ 
cerns Gog's invasion of Judea, that subject is contained 
in it. When there are two parallel events, a less 
and a greater, the details of the less are not separately 
given. We have another example in Joel ii., where the 
prophet predicts a former rain and a latter rain (ver. 
23). He goes on to describe the outpouring of the 
Spirit, and its results, in language applicable in fulness 
only to the latter rain ; yet St Peter teaches us to apply 
it in measure to the former rain (Acts ii. 16-21). 

With this example before us, we are enabled to apply 
in a similar manner this prediction to the first invasion 
by Gog, although in two important matters the circum- 
stances will be materially diflferent : — The last invasion is 
solely by Gog and Magog ; this first one is to be against 
Judea, still under Gentile power. Gog rushes down 
with the purpose similarly described in Isaiah x. 6. 

While thus engaged '' Sheba and Dedan, and the 
merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, 
shall say unto thee. Art thou come to take a spoil ? hast 
thou gathered thy company to take a prey ? to carry 
away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to 
take a great spoil ? " 

These are the tidings out of the east and out of the 
north of Daniel xi. 44. 

Sheba and Dedan settled about the north of the 
Persian Gulf. England is in alliance with the people 
around there. She is Tarshish, and her young lions are 
Canada, the United States, the British West Indies, New 
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Zealand, Anstralia, South Africa — a truly magnificent 
confederacy. Thus, separating themselves from Gog, 
their ships will be honoured in bringing the Jews to the 
place appointed for them, that they may be prepared for 
their own land. 

And now follows the description of Gog's invasion and 
destruction: — " Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say 
unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord God, In that day when 
my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou not know 
it? And thou shalt come from thy place out of the 
north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all of 
them riding upon horses, a great company, and a mighty 
army: and thou shalt come up against my people of 
Israel, as a crowd to cover the land ; it shall be in the 
latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, that 
the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in 
thee, Gog, before their eyes. Thus saith the Lord 
God, Art thou he of whom I have spoken in old time by 
my servants the prophets of Israel, which prophesied 
in those days many years, that I would bring thee 
against them ? * And it shall come to pass at the same 
time when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, 
saith the Lord God, that my fury shall come up in my 
face. For in my jealousy, and in the fire of my wrath, 
have I spoken. Surely in that day there shall be a great 
shaking in the land of Israel ; so that the fishes of the 
sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the 
field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, 
and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, 
shall shake at my presence; and the mountains shall be 
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thrown down, and the steep places* shall fall, and every 
wall shall fall to the ground. And I will call for a 
sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith 
the Lord God: every man's sword shall be against his 
brother. And I will plead against him with pestilence 
and with blood ; and I will rain upon him, and upon his 
bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an 
overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brim- 
stone. Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify my- 
self ; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations ; 
and they shall know that I am the Lord." 

In ver. 17, Gog is declared to be the invader so often 
predicted of by the prophets under other names; e,g.j 
the Assyrian in Isaiah xxx. ; " the northern army " in 
Joel ii. 

The Lord will indeed be magnified in so awful a de- 
struction. The description of it is carried on in chap. 
xxxix., but I shall defer its consideration to the next part 
on the manner of the restoration of the Jews. This 
closes the Old Testament predictions of the times of the 
Gentiles, except the brief statement that the Lord would 
hide his face from the house of Jacob, and bind up the 
testimony, and seal the law amongst His [Gentile] dis- 
ciples (Isa. viii. 16, 17; cf. chap. xlii. 1-4). 

We must seek in the New Testament for the other 
predictions of the same times. 
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THE NE W TESTAMENT PREDICTIONS OF 
THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES. 

In one sense almost the whole of the New Testament 
belongs to the times of the Gentiles. For our present 
purpose, however, we have only to consider the predictive 
portions. In the Gospels these are confined to a few 
notices, such as " the kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof;" and the allusions to the harvest in the 
parables in St Matthew xiii. In the prophecy on the 
Mount there are others, and especially the remarkable 
one in St Luke xxi. 24. All, however, are substantially 
included in what is given ex professo in " the man of 
sin " in 2 Thessalonians ii., and in the Apocalypse. 

In this predictive aspect let us consider the times of 
*the Gentiles as presented in Romans xi. 



THE GRAFFED WILD OLIVE. 

The apostle speaks of the whole Gentile Christendom, 
as a wild olive graffed into " the [Abrahamic] good 
olive." He warns Grentile Christendom, " Thou standest 
by faith." " If thou continue not in His goodness, thou 
also shalt be cut off." He ends with " God hath con- 
cluded them all in unbelief, that He might have mercy 
upon all.". This standing ^of the Gentile Christian 
Church, illustrates the declaration that ^Hhe vine of the 
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earth is to be cast into the wine-press of the wrath of 
God." 

This reference to the relation of the graffed olive to 
the Abrahamic stock is of great value in enabling us 
rightly to apply the apocalyptic predictions. It shows 
us also that '' the saints " of the Gentile predictions of 
Daniel are not Jews, but Gentiles, in accordance with 
the same phrase in St Paul's Gentile epistles. 



TffE MAN OF SIN. 



At the first preaching of the gospel, even the inspired 
apostles were in a peculiar relation to the second advent. 
Our Lord had declared to them the truth of that advent, 
but not its time. He had also told them to have their loins 
girt, their lights burning, and themselves like unto men 
that wait for their Lord. We now see that His purpose 
was to keep them in an expectant posture, and to con- 
ceal from them its exact time. Indeed, He had done 
more than this, for He had said — ^' But of that day and 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father." After His 
resurrection He said — " It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons which the Father hath put in His 
own power " (Mark xiii. 32 ; Acts i. 7). 

If, therefore, it were true that the inspired apostles 
expected the Lord's second advent in their own day, this 
would only show how fallible is human inference from 
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divine revelation. But there is no evidence that they 
did anything of the sort. They taught the lesson which 
our Lord taught them. They enjoined upon the disciples 
to be in an expectant attitude, as we learn from 1 Thess. 
i. I4f It was natural that many amongst these would 
indulge the hope that the day of Christ was impending. 
It was to correct this error that the apostle delivered the 
remarkable predictions of the man of sin which forms 
the subject of this section. He informed the Thessalo- 
nians that before the day of Christ came the man of sin 
should be revealed, and he gives his characteristics and 
circumstances. All these exactly agree with the Papacy. 

i. There was to be a previous apostasy. 

That apostasy is clearly defined in Revelation xi. 2. It 
was to be the paganising of the outward court of the 
temple of God — Le.^ the great mass of baptized wor- 
shippers. The adoration of saints and angels, the trust 
in relics, priestly mediation, the worship of images, and 
similar abominations were that predicted " falling away." 

iL There was to be a revelation of the man of sin. 

The Papacy became the great focus of the support of 
all those abominations. When the Greek Emperors 
endeavoured to put down image-worship it was the 
Popes of Home who opposed them, and even stirred up 
rebellion against them. 

iii. This man of sin is the son of perdition. 

This title is found elsewhere only once, and that as 
applicable to Judas. It is a Hebraistic idiom for one 
who is to be destroyed. As the title is only given to 
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those two, we might expect a resemblance between them. 
The features of the character of Jadas were : — 

1. He was an apostle. 

2. For a time he preached and worked faith- 
ftdly. 

3. He was specially trusted. 

4. He fell, not by being excluded by others, but by his 
own transgression and self-destruction. 

In these respects the Papacy and he are parallel. 

iv. He was to oppose and exalt himself above all that is 
called God J or is an object of worship. 

That which is " called God " is any authority delegated 
by God — e.p.j angels, as we see by comparing Psalm 
xcvii. 7, with Hebrews L 6. 

Judges and rulers. — See Exodus xxii. 28 ; Acts xxiii. 6. 

All delegated authority. — Psalm Ixxxii. 6; John x. 
34, 35. 

A thing worshipped — ae^aa/ia — ^might be God, or else 
some human authority — e.ff.y The Greek rendering for 
Augustus is ae^axTTo^. 

In 1 Corinthians viii. 5, St Paul speaks in this way of 
there being many both in heaven and earth who are 
"called god" — e.^., who are entrusted with a divine 
commission. 

This, then, is the true meaning of this character of the 
man of sin, viz., that he sets himself above all creature 
authority. Assuredly the Papacy has done all this, ful- 
filling the character of the little horn, who was to think 
to change times and laws. 

V. He was to sit in the temple of God as god. 
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The temple of God is a phrase employed in Scripture 
for Solomon's temple, or its holy place; for the temple in 
heaven ; for Christ's body, literal and mystical ; or for the 
visible Church. 

Thift temple in which the man of sin sits could not be 
the Jewish temple, for that was thrown down a.d. 70. 
Neither could it be some future temple to be built by 
unbelieving Jews, for if their synagogue be " the syna- 
gogue of Satan," their Christless temple could be no 
better. Obviously it could not be the heavenly temple, 
nor the body of Jesus literally, nor the mystical body in 
heaven. There remains, therefore, the only other appli- 
cation of the phrase, viz., the Gentile Church, as St Paul 
says, " Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you ? If any man 
defile [destroy] the temple of God, him will God destroy 
[defile], for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are"(l Cor. iii. 16,17). 

The man of sin, therefore, was to sit in the Gentile 
Church as a highly-exalted dignitary : " He as god 
sitteth in the temple of God." 

vi. He was to be self-asserting. 

" Showing himself that he is god " — e.^., a highly- 
exalted delegated authority. 

" Showing himself" is airoBencvvirra eavrov, exactly 
the antithesis to Jesus, who was avSpa awo tov Oeov 
diroSeSepyfih/ov — a man approved of God (Acts ii. 22). 
Jesus glorified not Himself— He waited until the Divine 
Voice came. 

Nothing is more striking in the character of the Papacy 
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than its self-assertion — '^ The great words which the little 
horn spake " (Dan. vii. 11). 

Having given thus much of the description, the apostle 
reminds the Thessalonians that when he had been with 
them he had told them these things. How different this 
from the profane assertion that he had anticipated the 
second advent in his own lifetime ! He further reminds 
them, that they knew what it was that kept back this 
man of sin, in order that he might be revealed in his 
appointed season — eV t© eavrov xaip^. He told them 
that in mystery lawlessness (avofiia) was already work- 
ing, and that they knew what it was that restrained it. 
This is the only place in the New Testament where refer- 
ence is made to orally conveyed knowledge which was 
not committed to writing. TertuUian tells us what that 
knowledge was. It was that the Roman Empire should 
be removed, and that then the man of sin should be 
developed. So widely spead was this knowledge, that, 
in the time of Lactantius, Christians prayed for the 
preservation of the empire, that the man of sin might 
not come. 

The apostle goes on to state : — 

" Only he who now restraineth shall be taken out of 
the way, and then shall that lawless one — 6 ai/o/ios — ^be 
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit 
of His mouth, and destroy with the brightness of His 
coming." 

This is identically the character of the little horn, and 
of his end. He was to think to change times and laws, 
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and to be consumed, and then destroyed at the time of 
the end. The consumption of the Papacy has been going 
on for long, its end is to be at the last siege of Jerusa- 
lem as ^* the false prophet." 

The coming of that lawless one was io be ^^in all 
powers and signs and wonders of a lie." Here again 
we have the antithesis of Jesus, who was approved of 
God in powers and wonders and signs, — the same three 
words. 

The lying wonders of the Papacy have been a marked 
characteristic. Its doctrines are indeed the energy of 
Satan. 

Another feature of the mystery of iniquity was to be 
its deceptive character : " In all deceivableness of un- 
righteousness." If there were not the pretence of good, 
it would not be dec^vableness. In 2 Timothy iiL 6, St 
Paul gives one character of this deception — too often self- 
deception — " Having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof." 

The power of that deception is not in the man of sin, 
but in the state of the heart of those who are deceived. 
It is " in them that perish because they received not the 
love of the truth that they might be saved." Nothing 
is more remarkable in fallen man than the zeal with 
which he propagates a religion, and rests his hopes upon 
it, and yet does not love the truth. A zeal of God with- 
out the love of the truth is one of the paradoxes of fallen 
humanity. When the Jews felt the truth of St Stephen's 
reasoning, quotations from Scripture, and the force of 
his rebukes, they gnashed upon him with their teeth, 
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and stoned him as a blasphemef. How eminently was 
the same exemplified in the continual treatment of 
Christ! The love of the truth is often conspicuously 
deficient in the zeal of religious partisanship. To be 
thoroughly pemetrated with the love of the truth, at what- 
ever cost to our prejudices and prepossessions, is a high 
spiritual attainment. 

The awful judgment of those who receive not the love 
of the truth is, " That they all might be damned who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteous- 
ness." Although the Papacy is the historic fulfilment of 
this prediction of the man of sin, there are thousands of 
anti-papists who are involved in its condemnation. We 
must look through historic developments to the under- 
lying principles which cause them, and then we shall 
see the awful struggle that is betweon sin and holiness, 
between the seed of the serpent and the seed of the 
woman, unlimited by time or place. Thus "the ser- 
vants of Moses" gained " the victory over the beast and 
his image " (Rev. xv. 2, 3). 

Hence those who escape the power of the man of sin, 
as seen in the mystery of iniquity, are only those whom 
" God hath from the beginning chosen to salvation, 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth." 

What an awful picture is here given of the defilement 
of the Gentile temple of God, and of that blasphemous 
Romanism which is now hastening to its doom I For a 
long time it has been under consumption by the Spirit of 
His mouth. Since the Reformation the Word of God has 

E 
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been consuming Bomanism, and the gospel has been, 
preached more clearly. Its final end, however, w.ill not; 
be until *^ the brightness of His coming." Lord Jesus J 
hasten that day I 



THE PREDICTIONS IN SECOND TIMOTHY 

AND Second peter. 

There are some remarkable predictions of the moral 
state of the last days of the times of the Q^ntiles in the 
Second Epistle to Timothy and the Second to Peter. 
They have no limitation to person or to place, and the 
moral picture is more or less applicable to various times ; 
but, notwithstanding, they have statements which espe- 
cially belong to the last times of our dispensation . Thus St 
Paul says, ^^ This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come : for men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobe- 
dient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural 
affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, 
high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God; having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away. For of this sort 
are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly 
women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts ; ever 
learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth." 
In one form or another these features are found at 



THE TIMES OF THE GE27TILES, 67 

various times, but seldom in complete combination, and 
still more seldom in union with a form of godliness. 

In watching the signs of the times, the principles 
advocated by the Prime Minister in the late debates 
upon the Irish Church were an awful exemplification of 
" truce-breaking" in connection with a form of godli- 
ness. At the time of the Union, Ireland was a separate 
kingdom, under one crown with England. A solemn 
treaty was made whereby England secured for ever the 
rights and property of the Established Church. At the 
time of the Emancipation Bill of 1829, the Irish Boman 
Catholic Bishops declared, with equal solemnity, that 
they would never do anything to injure that establish- 
ment as secured by law. Every Boman Catholic mem- 
ber of Parliament swore to the same. Yet all these 
engagements were not only violated, but the principle of 
fa'eaties was ridiculed ; and the Prime Minister and his 
party declared that they did not believe themselves 
bound to observe the engagement so solemnly contracted^ 
In this they were assisted by ministers of religion, and 
the whole breach of treaty was applauded as a measure 
of national justice. 

On the continent of Europe, Prussia and Austria acted 
in a similar manner towards the German Bund in the 
affair of Denmark. At this very moment Prince Gk)rt« 
chakoff proclaims the same treaty-breaking on the part of 
Russia* 

I do not remember any other period of Christian his- 
tory in which the breach of treaties was proclaimed as a 
principle. Yet the perpetrators of those crimes are not . 
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profligate men, who cast off the profession of reli- 
gion. 

Another form of the perilous character of the last 
times has been, more or less at all times, bat is widely 
spread at this day : " ever learning and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth," led captive by 
teachers " who creep into houses/' 

'* Knowledge " is here eirlyvtuxri^i — that which is ob- 
tained by reflection and meditation. 

There then follows a remarkable prediction: — "Now 
as James and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these 
also resist the truth : men of corrupt minds, reprobate 
concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no farther : 
for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs 
also was." 

Of the ten plagues and the preceding wonders in Egypt, 
the magicians were able to imitate the wonder of the 
rod and the first two plagues, but there they failed. Tlie 
deceivers of the last times are to have a similar check. 
There appears to be here an important prediction, the 
true meaning of which awaits further elucidation. In 
due time God will manifest His own Word. 

The remarkable prediction in 2 Peter ii. has been 
clearly fulfilled by Popery. " But there were false pro- 
phets also among the people, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many 
shall follow their pernicious ways ; by reason of whom 
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And .through 
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covetonsness shall they with feigned words make merr 
chandise of you : whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.'* 
The object of this tract being predictive rather thto 
doctrinal, I shall not enter upon the moral character- 
istics, only noticing the remarkable way in which the 
false teachers are spoken of as merchants. This puts in 
its true light the " sorceries " of Revelation xviii., as the 
merchandise with which the mystic Babylon traflScked in 
exchange for the worldly goods there enumerated* 



THE PREDICTIONS IN THE APOCALYPSE. 

The first four chapters of the Apocalypse form a book 
in themselves. Chapter i. gives us the person of Christ 
and the symbols of the Church, together with intro- 
ductory matter. Chapters ii. and iii., in seven epistles 
to particular Churches, give the Spirit's voice to all 
Churches. Chapter iv. is a symbolic vision of the mil- 
lennial state. 

We then enter upon a heavenly vision symbolising 
the present condition of paradise, in which the saints 
express their hope of reigning on the earth. We have 
then the opening of the seals, down to the sixth. Be- 
fore the opening of the seventh, a vision is given of the 
sealing of the Lord's faithful ones on earth, and of the 
blessedness of the spirits of just men made perfect in 
paradise. Then the seventh seal is opened, introducing 
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the seven tmmpetSy extending to the millennial king- 
dom, which goes down to chapter xi. 

Chapters xi., xii., and xiii. are generally synchronous, 
describing — (xi.) the temple aspect of the Church ; (xiL) 
the Papal fall ; (xiii.) the Imperial and Papal associate 
history. 

Chapter xiv. opens with a heavenly vision, preparatory 
to four remarkable ones which belong to our times. 

Chapter xv. is another heavenly vision, showing the 
interest taken by the saints in paradise in the outpour- 
ing of judgments on earth. 

Then follow the seven last plagues in chapter xvL 
Chapters xvii. and xviii. give us the character and his- 
tory of Eome as the mystic Babylon. 

Chapter xix. describes the accompaniments of the inva- 
sion of Judea by Gog. 

Chapter XX., the establishment of the millennial king- 
dom, ending in the judgment of the great white throne- 
Chapter xxi. 1, describes the final glory, and then, from 
ver. 2, gives an episode enlarging on some features of 
the establishment of the millennial reign. 

Viewing the Apocalypse as a revelation of what was 
to happen during the times of the Gentiles and then 
onwards, we have the true aspect of the seals, the trum- 
pets, and the woes. They are the Lord's dealings with 
the Gentile nations. Let us recall to the reader's atten- 
tion God's .revelation of Himself to the Gentiles, begin- 
ning with Nebuchadnezzar. We have already seen how 
clearly and fully He revealed Himself in and to the 
Babylonian Empire. As soon as the Persian Empire 
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succeeded, there was an additional manifestation of God, 
and that through the Persian monarch. Under the 
Grecian kingdoms He had caused His Word to be circu- 
lated in the universal language of literature. But it 
was reserved to the Roman power to be the unwilling 
instrument of crucifying the Lord of glory. For a time 
the empire was adverse, but after no long time it pro- 
fessed Christianity. To the Gentiles was granted an 
additional volume of revelation, so that the nations 
were put under a greatly increased responsibility. As 
in the former three it was visions of empire, so is it in 
this latter ; but as Daniel's vision of the four beasts 
introduced the Papal persecution of the saints, and the 
coming of the Son of man, and in his vision of the ram 
and the he-goat he saw the Mohammedan defilement of 
" the. place of the sanctuary," so in these apocalyptic 
visions we have the history of Gentile empire, inter- 
mingled with that of the two Little Horns. 

Those visions were introduced by one unfolding the 
great subject of the investiture of the Son of man with 
all power in heaven and earth. Without such a vision 
the others would be incomplete. The four beasts of 
Daniel are seen by St John restored to reason. They do 
homage to Him that sitteth upon the throne. In this 
they are the antitype of Nebuchadnezzar in his recovery 
of reason. These observations enable us to see the pro- 
priety of each of the beasts successively calling attention 
to each of the first four visions. As this book is not in- 
tended to be a minute commentary on the Apocalypse, 
but only an outline of the times of the Gentiles, I shall 
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not enter into the details of the respective visions. This 
I have done in a separate commentary on the Apocalypse, 
which is nearly ready for the press. 



Tff£ OPENING OF THE SEALS. 

The first seal, when opened, disclosed a white horse with 
a rider sitting upon him, who went forth conquering and 
to conquer. The bow in the rider's hand indicated his 
warlike character, and the white horse his victorious 
success. These symbolised the Boman empire in its first 
career of victory. 

The opening of the second seal unfolded a red horse, 
whose rider took away peace from among men, and filled 
the empire with internecine slaughter. 

Without entering into precise chronological dates, 
which the elucidation of the vision does not require, it is 
enough to observe that this symbolises that period of 
imperial history when there was so much contest for 
the throne, involving so great an amount of blood- 
shed. 

The third seal applies to that awful period of famine 
which so desolated the empire. 

There then follows the fourth seal, giving a terrible 
view of the subsequent period of pestilence. 

These characteristics of imperial history are noted by 
the ordinary secular historians of the empire. 

The scene then changes. It is no longer a rider upon 
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a horse, but ecclesiastical symbols. There is an altar 
and martyrdom, and a cry for vengeance. 

" And when He had opened the fifth seal, I saw under 
the altar the souls of them that were slain for the Word 
of God, and for the testimony which they held : and they 
cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, Lord, holy 
and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our blood on 
them that dwell on the earth ? And white robes were 
given unto every one of them; and it was said unto 
them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until 
their fellow-servants also, and their brethren, that should 
be killed as they were, should be fulfilled." 

In the language of symbols, an altar with blood would 
represent the martyr's stake, as St Paul says, " I am 
now ready to be poured out, and the time of my depar- 
ture is at hand " (2 Tim. iv. 6). In the same symbolical 
language, " souls " are the martyrs' blood, " The life 
of all flesh is the blood thereof" — Greek '^v^n — (Lev. 
xvii. 14). 

It is not the martyrs in heaven personally crying for 
vengeance, but their blood on earth doing so, like that 
of Abel. They were, principally, the martyrs under Dio- 
cletian, immediately preceding the nominal conversion 
of the empire to Christianity. The answer is remarkable 
in its reference to the martyrs under the Papacy. The 
white robes given to them are seen in their spotlessness 
in the vision in the seventh chapter. 

The openiog of the sixth seal reveals the judgments 
upon the Western Boman Empire. Rome had become 
the mistress of the world, but her very success ended in 
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her rain. The East had become of predominant impor- 
tance, which led to Constantine's changing the ancient 
city of Byzantium into a new Rome. The effect was 
prodigious. The power of the empire circulated around 
Constantinople, Italy gradually became a mere province. 
The removal of the imperial court to Constantinople 
necessarily removed also the great officers of state. The 
West became more and more neglected, and the whole 
face of society was altered. This change is described in 
the following words ; — " And I beheld, when He had 
opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earth- 
quake ; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, 
and the moon became as blood ; and the stars of heaven 
fell unto the earth, even as a fig-tree casteth her un- 
timely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind : and 
the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together ; 
and every mountain and island were moved out of their 
places: and the kings of the earth and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bond man, and every free man, 
hid themselves in the dens, and in the rocks of the 
mountains ; and said to the mountains and rocks. Fall 
on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb : for the 
great day of His wrath is come ; and who shall be able 
to stand ?" (Rev. vi. 12-17). 

In order to understand this imagery, we must study 
parallel passages in the Old Testament. Of these we 
have two remarkable ones (Isa. xiii. 9-22, and xxxiv. 
1-15). The incipiency of the former change was simply 
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the taking of Babylon by Cyrus, and the consequent 
change of dynasty. Similar observations will apply to 
Idumea. In the same way the incipiency of the Italian 
change was the removal of the capital to Constantinople. 
Italy became gradually exposed to all that is here sym- 
bolically described. All classes of society were equally 
exposed to danger, and equally trembled. 



THE SEALED ONES AND THE SAINTS IN 

PARADISE. 

Befobe the seventh seal is opened, there are two things 
presented to our view : — 1. The sealing of the Lord's 
people on earth ; 2. The sight of the Lord's people in 
paradise. 

The first is thus described : — " And after these things 
I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the 
^arth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind 
should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any 
tree* And I saw another angel ascending from the east, 
having the seal of the living God : and he cried with a 
loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to 
hurt the earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, 
neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the 
servants of our God in their foreheads. And I heard 
the number of them which were sealed : and there were 
sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the 
tribes of the children of Israel. Of the tribe of Judah 
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Eeuben 
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were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were 
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Aser were sealed 
twelve thousand. Of tae tribe of Nepthalim were sealed 
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed 
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed 
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve 
thousand" (Rev. vii. 1-8). 

The parallel passage to this, in the Old Testament, is 
Ezekiel ix. The circumstances of the two visions had 
one remarkable similarity. The sealed ones in Ezekiel's 
time were Jews distinguished from Jews : the sealed ones 
in this apocalyptic vision are Christians, distinguished 
from Christians. The sealing and unction in our dis- 
pensation is that which especially characterises that grace 
of the Holy Ghost, which we get from the Incarnate Son. 
That Spirit was not given until Jesus was glorified (John 
vii. 39). That sealing is within : this one is on the 
forehead. It is also by [probably] human instrumen- 
tality : " Till we have sealed the servants of our God.'* 
In Ezekiel's time the faithful servants were the men 
that sighed and cried for surrounding abominations in 
Jerusalem. The character of the witnesses in chap. xi. 
is similar. The sighing is parallel with " clothed in 
sackcloth;" and the crying with being faithful wit- 
nesses. The coming judgments are upon guilty Christen- 
dom, and therefore the necessity of marking the true 



THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES. 77 

Christians who were preserved, as were Daniel, Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel, and othe];s in their time. 

During the times of the Gentiles "ihe Israel of God" 
are the Gentiles who are called by His name (Acts xv. 
17), and here they are specified as the tribes of Israel, 
with the symbolical number 12,000 out of each. Why 
Dan is omitted is not easy to say. In the Old Testa- 
ment the tribes are enumerated fifteen times, and only 
in one or two cases is the enumeration identical. 

Having given this precious view of the safety of the 
Lord's faithful ones in guilty Christendom, an additional 
vision is given of the blessed in paradise : — " After this 
I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands ; and 
cried with a loud voice, saying. Salvation to our God 
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 
And all the angels stood round about the throne, and 
about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the 
throne on their faces, and worshipped God, saying. 
Amen ; blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanks- 
giving, and honour, and power, and might be unto our 
God for ever and ever. Amen. And one of the elders 
answered, saying unto me. What are these which are 
arrayed in white robes ? and whence came they ? And I 
said unto him. Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, 
These are they which came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
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throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His 
temple : and He that sitteth oji the throne shall dwell 
amoDg them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more ; neither shall the sun light on them, 
nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of waters ; and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 9-17). 

The view here given of paradise is most instructive and 
encouraging. The blessed do not forget their earthly 
origin: '^ Out of all nations, and kindreds, and peoples 
and tongues." Jesus is praised as the Lamb. The 
saints are seen in their priestly and their regal character. 
The symbols are two, but the people designated are 
one. They have come out of great tribulation. Some 
have erroneously rendered this " the great tribulation." 
The mistake has originated from confounding the Greek 
definite article with the English one. In consequence 
they have supposed that in this vision only a very small 
portion of the blessed dead were seen ; whereas the vision 
is given to show to the suffering saints on earth the 
blessedness of all those " who through faith and patience 
are inheriting the promises" (Heb. vi. 12). 



TffE SE VENTH SEAL. 

The opening of the seventh seal is announced with 
great emphasis, in order to call our especial attention to 
it. The inhabitants of heaven await with reverence 
the next dealing of God with earth : ^^ And when he 
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had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven 
about the space of half an hour " (Rev. viii. 1). 

Their attitude is like that described in Ps. cxxiii. 2, 
'^ Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand 
of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the 
hand of her mistress ; so our eyes wait upon the Lord 
our God, until that He have mercy upon us." 

The Holy Ghost seems to be represented in the next 
verse as ^* the seven angels which stood before God"*r- 
i.^., " the seven lamps of fire" in Revelation iv. 5. The 
Blessed Spirit's ofiScial position in the economy of grace 
is one of willing subordination. " Howbeit when He, 
the Spirit of truth, is come. He will guide you into all 
truth : for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever 
He shall hear, that shall He speak : and He will show you 
things to come" (John xvi. 13). 

The trumpet voice of the Spirit is equivalent to " He 
that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the Churches : " — " And I saw the seven angels which 
stood before G^d; and to them were given seven 
trumpets" (Rev. viii. 2). 

Jesus himself is then seen in His office as Intercessor 
— ^^And another angel came and stood at the altar, 
having a golden censer ; and there was given unto him 
much incense, that he should oflfer it with the prayers 
of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the 
throne. And the. smoke of the incense, which came 
with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God 
out of the angel's hand " (Rev. viii. 3-4). 

He is an ang^l — Le.j the angel of the covenant. 
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He stands at the altar of incense, " To Him ws^-ffiven 
much incense" — i.e,y the office of Intercessor was the 
Father's gift to Him. It is that intercession which 
makes the prayers of all saints acceptable. But now 
we have an awful view of coming jxidgmentr—precatio 
hecomes imprecatio. " And the angel took the censer, 
and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the 
earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and 
lightnings, and an earthquake" (Rev. viii. 5). 

This is parallel with Ezekiel x. 6, 7, where fire is brought 
from between the cherubim to be poured over Jerusalenu 

The Spirit then begins His trumpet-tongued judg- 
ments upon guilty Christendom, which had corrupted 
Christ's truth. 



THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS. 

The first four trumpets are chiefly, although not exclu- 
sively, on Western Christendom. They have no chrono- 
logical marks. They are simply successional. From 
the first irruption of the Goths into the Roman Em- 
pire down to Momyllus, in derision named Augustulus, 
there may be traced four distinct judgments upon the 
empire : — 

i. The devastation of the Goths, 

ii. 9, 99 Huns, 

iii. „ „ Vandals, 

iv. „ „ Heruli. 
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TBeae are the subjects of the first four trumpets. The 
Goths overran the third part of the empire, spreading 
desolation wherever they went. The Huns were still 
more ttrrible. Attila was rightly called the Scourge of 
God. The Vandals were nominal Christians, but really 
Arian heretics and bitter persecutors of the truth. They 
were only too successful in propagating the heresy. 
Heilce they are compared to wormwood poisoning the 
waters. The Heruli extinguished Bome as the Western 
capital, and although thd Western Empire was in a 
sense reconstituted under Clovis, Rome never again 
became an imperial capital. Hence it is said that " the 
third part of the sun was smitten and the third part of 
the moon, and the third part of the stars, so as the 
third part of them was darkened." 



THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE THREE WOE 

TR UMPETS. 

These judgments upon Western. Christendom were very 
heavy, but they were to be succeeded by something far 
worse. The irruption of the barbarous nations resulted 
in a flourishing state of society after a considerable 
period of anarchy. Now, however, the Mohammedan 
plague was to fall upon men, introducing a system of 
government, as well as a falsehood in religion, which 
was to be destructive from the beginning to the end of 
its devastating course. 
Hence the words, " And I beheld, and heard an angel 
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flying through the midst of heaven, saying with |t loud 
voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth, by 
reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three 
angels, which are yet to sound 1 " (Rev. viii. 13)# 

The first woe was the Saracenic conquests. 

The second woe was the Turkish ones. 

The third belongs to the close of the times of the Gen- 
tiles, from the beginning of the sounding of the seventh 
angel, down to the time when the purified Israel will 
be replaced in his own land. 



THE FIRST WOE TRUMPET. 

THE SARACENS. 

" And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall 
from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given 
the key of the bottomless pit. And he opened the 
bottomless pit ; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, 
as the smoke of a great furnace ; and the sun and the 
air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 
And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the 
earth : and unto them was given power, as the scorpions 
of the earth have power. And it was commanded them 
that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither 
any green thing, neither any tree ; but only those men 
which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. And 
to them it was given that they should not kill them, 
but that they should be tormented five months: and 
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their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he 
striketh a man. And in those days shall men seek 
death and shall not find it ; and shall desire to die, and 
death shall flee from them. And the shapes of the 
locnsts were like unto horses prepared unto battle ; and 
on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and 
their faces were as the faces of men. And they had hair 
as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth 
of lions. And they had breastplates, as it were breast- 
plates of iron ; and the sound of their wings was as the 
sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 
And they had tails like unto scorpions ; and there were 
stings in their tails : and their power was to hurt men 
five months. And they had a king over them, which is 
the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the 
Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue 
hath his name ApoUyon. One woe is past ; and, behold^ 
there come two woes more hereafter 'V (Rev. ix. 1-12)» 

The first thing to which our attention is called here, is 
that which gave opportunity to the Saracens to go forth, 
The expression to ^piap t^9 dfivaaov — the well of the 
abyss — occurs only here, and is of difficult interpretation. 
The abyss is a name given to the sea and to the agitation 
of nations. In the latter sense we have it as applied to 
the revived Western Empire in Revelation xvii. 8: — 
" And shall ascend out of the abyss.'* In Romans x. 7, 
the apostle employs it for the state of the dead. This 
passage appears to throw light upon its use here. Scrip- 
ture nowhere speaks of the devil and his angels a& 
being now in the placa of torment. They are wicked 
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spirits in heavenly places (or the heavenlies — eirovpavm 
— ue,y the atmosphere of this earth) (Eph. vi. 12). 
The devil " goeth about as a roaring lion." The devils 
dread the future place of torment: " Art thou come to 
torment us before the time ? " " The well of the abyss" 
would seem, therefore, to mean the opening which led 
down to the state of death. The smoke which ascended 
out of this opening would probably mean those false 
doctrines about the dead which so greatly corrupted 
Christian truth, and gave room for Mohammedanism as 
seeming to give more true views of God. Who can read 
of the Patriarch of Antioch bringing out the bones of 
dead men as the hope of safety, and of the opposing 
Saracens relying on the one Grod (although so unscrip- 
turally represented), without feeling that in corrupted 
Christendom there was indeed the smoke of a furnace ? 

It was out of that darkness that the Saracenic woe 
came, for had Christians been faithful to the gospel trust, 
Mohammedanism would have had no power. It was a 
fallen star which had opened up this smoke. A star is 
the symbol of a bishop. One star seems to be used here as 
the representative of a class. It was the bishops who 
corrupted the truth with their false doctrines. 

The Saracens are compared to locusts for their devour- 
ing devastations, and to scorpions for their poisonous 
doctrines, Their dread commission was to hurt the men 
who had not the seal of God in their foreheads. The 
sealed ones are compared to grass and green things and 
trees — i.6., all who had spiritual life. 

The duration of tiie Saracenic power to hurt was to be 
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five montlis — e>., 150 prophetic days or 150 years. Mo- 
hammed began to preach a.d. 612, and in the year 762 
Almansor built Bagdad and called it Medinat-el-Salem, 
the city of peace, to indicate that the Saracens would 
cease to make war. Thus was publicly fulfilled the pre- 
diction that their power to hurt men was to end at the 
conclusion of 150 years. Their king is declared to be 
^* the angel of the abyss," — i.e., if the foregoing explana- 
tion of the abyss be correct, an especial messenger from 
the powers of darkness. His name is in Hebrew, Abad- 
don: in Greek, ApoUyon — i.e., the destroyer. Abaddon 
seems to be some state or place more deadly than Sheol 
or Hades. It appears to be thus used in Proverbs xv. 11, 
" Hell [Sheol or Hades] and destruction [Abaddon] are 
before the Lord : how much more then the hearts of the 
children of men? " The heart of man is deep : Hades 
is deeper : Abaddon is the deepest of all. He who can see 
into Abaddon can much more see into the human heart. 

In Arabic Mohammed has the same meaning. Cha- 
mad is to be praised or brilliant. Its participle, Moham- 
med is the praised or brilliant one ; in the Kesra conju 
gation, Mohammid is the one burning with fire. 

The same change from praiseworthy to destruction is 
in Isaiah xiv. 12, " How art thou fallen from heaven, 
Haillel (praised one), son of the morning (the brilliant 
one) ! " 

We may therefore thus paraphrase the passage, " And 
they had a king over them, which is the messenger of 
the abyss, an especial agent of the powers of darkness, 
whose name is in the Hebrew tongue Abaddon, but in the 
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Greek tongue hath his name ApoUyon, and in the Arabic 
Mohammid.'* Such is the wonderful prediction of the 
Saracenic woe, soon to be followed by the Turkish one. 



THE SECOND WOE TRUMPET. 

* 

THE TURKISH WOB. 

" And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from 
the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 
saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose 
the four angels which are bound in the great river 
Euphrates. And the four angels were loosed, which were 
prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a 
year, for to slay the third part of men. And the num- 
ber of the army of tha horsemen were two hundred 
thousand thousand ; and I heard the number of them. 
And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that 
sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, 
and brimstone : and the heads of the horses were as the 
heads of lions ; and out of their mouths issued fire, and 
smoke, and brimstone. By these three was the third part 
of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the 
brimstone which issued out of their mouths. For their 
power is in their mouth, and in their tails : for their 
tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with 
them they do hurt " (Rev. ix. 13-19). 

The golden altar before God was the aJtar of incense. 
The use of the horns of the brazen altar was to bind the 
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sacrifices to prevent them falling off when the abundance 
of the people's sacrifices was great (Ps. cxviii. 27). The 
same idea may have been transferred to the altar of in- 
cense to indicate the abundance of prayer which went up 
before God from suffering Christendom, and from faith- 
ful witnesses in sackcloth. God's responsive voice is 
heard from the altar, but it is the voice of judgment. He 
calls to the Holy Ghost (the sixth angel which had the 
trumpet), " Loose the four angels which are bound in 
the great river Euphrates." These were the Turkish 
sultanies. The Crusades and other political events had 
restrained their power. The Seljukian Turks had made 
great progress in Asia Minor, but their power was re- 
strained. Now the hour of relaxation had come. The 
Osmanli Turks were to become dominant. They were to 
be prepared for a day, a month, and a year — Le.j for 391 
years. Nicomedia was taken by Othman a.d. 1299, and 
their last victory was the retaking of Belgrade a.d. 1690. 
Commentators have been puzzled by the use of the article 
before &pa (hour) and its omission before the other notes 
of time. I think the arrangement of the phrase is this 
— 0^ fi Tot/iaafievov eU ttjv &pav — those who were pre- 
pared for the appointed time, (which was) luu '^fiepav 
Kcu fifjva Kat evuLVToVj both a day and a month and a 
year. 

There are other matters in the description of this 
Turkish woe which belong rather to a commentary on 
the whole book of the Apocalypse than to the brevity of 
this sketch of the times of the Gentiles. 

The Saracens and the Turks have been indeed an 
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awful woe to Christendom. We have seen in the sec- 
tion in Daniel viii. how minutely their downtreading 
power has been predicted. 



THE UNREPENTANT WEST. 

" And the rest of the men which were not killed by these 
plagues, yet repented not of the works of their hands, 
that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, 
and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood ; which 
neither can see, nor hear, nor walk : neither repented 
they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their 
fornications, nor of their thefts " (E^v. ix. 20, 21). 

One might have expected that Western Christendom 
would have taken warning by those awful judgments on 
the East. It was just the reverse, as was here predicted. 
Romanism persevered in idolatry and corruption, and took 
every available unbrotherly advantage of the depressed 
condition of the East. The Papacy became more and 
more imperious and corrupt, " they repented not." 
Therefore Rome awaits the awful doom which we shall 
so soon see poured out upon her : " How much she hath 
glorified herself and lived deliciously, so much torment 
and sorrow give her" (Rev. xviii. 7). 
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THE RAINBO W ANGEL. 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE CLOSE. 

The 10th chapter of the Apocalypse introduces our Lord 
himself as announcing the close of the times of the 
Gentiles, and the introduction of the Jewish renovation 
and restoration: — "And I saw another mighty angel 
come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud ; and a 
rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were 
the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire : and he had in 
his hand a little book open : and he set his right foot 
upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth, and cried with 
a loud voice, as when a lion roareth : and when he had 
cried, seven thunders uttered their voices " (Rev. x. 
1-3). 

The rainbow on His head manifests Him as " the 
Angel of the covenant." " The little book " in His hand 
is not the book with seven seals, which He had received 
on His inauguration with all power in heaven and in 
earth committed to Him, but rather a special revelation 
to St John spoken by the seven thunders. " And 
when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was 
about to write : and I heard a voice from heaven saying 
unto me. Seal up those things which the seven thunders 
uttered, and write them not. And the angel which I 
saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his 
hand to heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever 
and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein 
are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and 
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the sea, and the things which are therein, that there 
should be time no longer : but in the days of the voice of 
the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the 
mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared 
to his servants the prophets " (Rev. x. 4-7). 

Standing upon earth and sea implies His universal 
dominion. Daniel saw Him standing over the river 
Hiddekel, implying dominion over the then great em- 
pire, but here He occupies both sea and land. 

His right foot on the sea and His left foot on the land 
make His face to look toward Jerusalem, which indicates 
that He was about to disclose Jewish matters. Accord- 
ingly (like the similar vision in Daniel xii.) He swears 
by Him that liveth for ever and ever that there shall be 
time Ixpopo^j delay] no longer, but that in the days of 
the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, 
the mystery of God should be finished, as He hath 
declared [the glad tidings] by His servants the prophets 
— i.e.j the close of the Gentile times and the introduc- 
tion of the Jewish times. So said St Paul : " For I 
would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits ; 
that blindness in part has happened to Israel, until 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all 
Israel shall be saved : as it is written, There shall come 
out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodli- 
ness from Jacob " (Rom. xL 25, 26). 

St John was commanded to eat up the little book — 
i.e.y to meditate well on its contents. But whether those 
contents were the same as the voice of the seven thunders 
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we are not informed. He was, however, told that he 
was to be the recipient of new revelations. Accordingly 
a new series of visions follows, displaying to us various 
aspects of the times of the Gentiles, 



Three aspects of 1260 days in their relation to the 
Gentile Church — 1. As a corrupted temple; 2. The 
fall and persecuting power of the Papacy; 3. Im- 
perialism, in political combination with the Papacy 
become a political system. 



FIRST, THE GENTILE CHURCH AS A 
CORRUPTED TEMPLE. 

The 11th chapter of the Apocalypse gives us a view of 
the whole Church as a corrupted temple ; indeed, a 
temple paganised: "And there was given me a reed 
like unto a rod ; and the angel stood, saying, Eise, and 
measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that 
worship therein " (Rev. xi. 1). 

The temple of God is, as we have abeady seen on 
2 Thess. ii., the Gentile Church. Solomon's temple con- 
sisted of three parts : — 1. The holy of holies, called the 
oracle — e.^., the speaking place with God (1 Kings vi. 
16 ; Exod. XXV. 22). 2. The temple strictly so called — 
i,€,^ the court of the priests (1 Kings vi. 17). 3. The 
outer court, for the circumcised people. Our holy of 
holies is " far above all heavens," where Jesus is. Our 
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lioly place is partly in paradise, and partly includes true 
believers, who " present their bodies a living sacrifice '^ 
(Rom. xii. 1). Our outer court is the great body of the 
baptized, who are the Lord's people in the sense in which 
the circumcised of old were. 

When, therefore, St John was commanded to measure 
the temple of God, as distinguished from the outer 
court, God intended to declare the safety of His true 
people when all around were paganised. The outer 
court were all the rest. They deliberately " believed a 
lie," and worshipped the work of their own hands. 
Notwithstanding their Christian name, God counted 
them as Pagans : " The court that is without the temple 
cast out." This was the voice of awful judgment when 
East and West concurred in corrupting the truth. An 
additional judgment was, " The holy city shall they 
tread under foot forty-two months." 

While men are boasting of church authority, of the 
holy Catholic Church, and even claiming infallibility for 
her, the Divine judgment upon her is that she has 
become paganised, she is " cast out," awaiting her doom. 
We must, however, beware of misapplying this awful 
truth. She is still the vine of the earth, and our duty 
towards her is to recognise her divine commission, 
while we have no fellowship with her corruptions. It 
was thus that the prophets acted; and in a later age, 
our Lord himself and His apostles, as well as the 
apostolic Church. Our Lord said, " Your house is left 
unto you desolate ;" and yet, when the Pentecostal Spirit 
was poured out, it is said of the disciples, " They con- 
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tinued daily with one accord in the temple " (Acts ii. 
46), Peter and John also went up together into the 
temple at the hour of prayer (Acts iii. I), 



THE TWO WITNESSES. 

In thedarkest times of His Church the Lord never leaves 
Himself without faithful witnesses. Accordingly, when 
the revelation is given of the paganising of the outer 
court it is accompanied by a symbolic description of the 
Lord's faithful ones : — " And I will give power unto my 
two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two 
hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 
These are the two olive-trees, and the two candlesticks 
standing before the God of the earth. And if any man 
will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth; and 
devoureth their enemies ; and if any man will hurt them, 
he must in this manner be killed. These have power 
to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their pro- 
phecy : and have power over waters to turn them to 
blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, a^ 
often as they wilL And when they shall have finished 
their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the 
bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall 
overcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies 
shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually 
is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was 
crucified. And they of the people, and kindreds, and 
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tongaeSy and nations, shall see their dead bodies three 
days and a half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to 
be put in graves. And they that dwell upon the earth shall 
rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts 
one to another; because these two prophets tormented 
them that dwelt on the earth. And after three days and 
a half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and 
they stood upon their feet ; and great fear fell upon them 
which saw them. And they heard a great voice from 
heaven saying to them, Come up hither. And they 
ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies 
beheld them. And the [same hour was there a great 
earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in 
the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand : and 
the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God 
of heaven. The second woe is past; and, behold, the 
third woe cometh quickly " (Rev. xi. 3-14). 

The general sense of this prediction is not obscure : 
the details of the history are. Expositors have indulged 
in wild conjectures which need not here be noticed, 
because, if the truth be established, all forms of error are 
dissipated. 

Let us remember that the whole description is sym- 
bolical. The characteristic features and the history of 
the witnesses are : — 

L They are witnesses. 
iL They are two. 
iii. They prophesy, 
iv. They do so/or 1260 days. 
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V. They are the two olive-trees and two candlesticks 
which stand before the God of the earth. 

vi. Tire out of their mouth devours their enemies. 

vii. They have power to shut heaven that it rain not 

in the days of their prophecy, 
viii. They have power over the waters to turn them 
into blood, and to smite the earth with all 
plagues as often as they will. 

ix. At the conclusion of their testimony they are to be 
made war upon by the beast that ascendeth out 
of the abyss, and to be slain by him. 

X. Their unburied dead bodies are to lie publicly ex- 
posed in the streets of the great city, which is 
spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, where also 
our Lord was crucified. 

xL The nations are to rejoice at their fall. 

xii. After three and a half days they are to come to 

life again by " the Spirit of life from God." 
xiii. They ascend to heaven publicly in a cloud, 
xiv. At the same hour there is to be a great earthquake, 
and the tenth part of the city is to fall, and 
seven thousand are to be slain in the earth- 
quake. 

XV. The reinnant are to be affrighted and to give glory 
to the God of heaven. 

xvL This concludes the second woe. 

In commenting on those characteristics and history, 
some matters are clear, and also some analogies ; others 
remain obscure, to be elucidated by the fulfilment As 
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God's witnesses, amid surrounding corruption, they are 
His faithful ones who keep to the Word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. Their number — two — is 
simply a symbol of credibility : " The testimony of two 
men is true " — i.e.^ credible. As prophets, they publicly 
proclaim the mind and will of God. Their continuance 
for 1260 symbolic days or historical years, proves that 
they are not individuals, but the unbroken succession of 
the Lord's faithful ones, who testify against the pagan- 
ised condition of the Church. Olive-trees symbolise 
the men of oil — i.e., the anointed ones. There is a 
definite article to the olive-trees and not to the candle- 
sticks. The probable reason for this is to refer the olive- 
trees to Zechariah's vision, chap, iv., and, if so, we must 
interpret them consistently with the phrase there em- 
ployed : — " These are the two anointed ones, that stand 
by the God of the whole earth." To stand before God 
as an anointed one is, in the Old Testament, limited to 
the prophet and the priest, and this would appear to 
give an official character to these two witnesses ; as 
candlesticks they would appear to be Churches. The 
number two in both cases probably is to be referred to 
the number of the witnesses, and if so, the two wit- 
nesses would be those Churches which continue faith- 
ful in their testimony to God's Word and truth. At 
all times such Churches have existed. The devouring 
fire out of their mouth is the power of their preaching in 
bringing down judgment upon guilty Churches and 
peoples. See Jeremiah xxiii. 29. It would be a profit- 
able historical investigation to compare the rejected 
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preaching of the truth in various ages with the accom- 
panying or succeeding political and social calanaities, so 
as to illustrate the truth of this declaration. There is au 
•obvious allusion to Elijah in their power to shut heaven, 
St James makes a similar one with reference to the 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man (chap. v. 
16-18). There is a similar allusion to the power of 
Moses in the plagues of Egypt. Later down, the great 
city is said to be spiritually Sodom, Egypt, and the place 
where our Lord was crucified. The paganised Church is 
Sodom, as corrupting the flesh ; Egypt, as keeping the 
Lord's people in captivity ; and the crucifier of the Lord 
afresh by her sins. *^The great city" indicates her 
politico-religious character. The death of the witnesses 
probably means the silencing of their testimony. This 
is effected by the beast that rises out of the abyss — Le.^ 
The revived Western Empire. K so, we may probably 
refer this death to the same [time as chap. xiv. 9, 
when all public testimony niay be extinguished. The 
three and a half years will probably close with the 
destruction of Gog, when the death of the beast and the 
false prophet will put an end to all religious persecuting 
power on the part of the Papacy, and give public free* 
dom to faithful testimony for God. At the time of their 
silencing, the corrupted Bomanists will rejoice. When 
the Pope and the French monarch are slain at Jerusalemi 
those same people will be affirighted and give glory to 
God. Large secessions from Bomanism cannot but 
take place at such a moment as that: ^^When Thy 

judgments are abroad in the earthy the inhabitants of the 

o 
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world will learn righteonsnesB.*' The ascent of the wit- 
nesses into the symbolical heaven may mean no more 
than their pnbUc, xmrestricted testimony, no longer 
clothed in sackcloth. Their resuscitation is by ^^the 
Spirit of life from God entering into them." 

Christ's living ones have " the life (Xanj) of Christ in 
their mortal bodies " (2 Cor. iv. 10). It is the same 
life that now re-animates the witnesses. The accom- 
panying earthquake, and the fall of the tenth part 
of the city, are (I think) to be referred to the political 
catastrophe resulting from the destruction at the last siege 
of Jerusalem. As France was the leading power of the 
ten horns, I' think it probable that France is the tenth 
part referred to. The seven thousand slain is an obscu- 
rity not yet illustrated. What antithesis it may have to 
the seven thousand hidden ones in Elijah's time, the 
fulfilment will manifest. 

. The remarkable words " the second woe is past," ex- 
tends the Turkish woe of Revelation ix. 13-19 to the con- 
clusion of the Mohammedan 1260 days. This would make 
the third woe, the casting of the vine of the earth into 
the wine-press of the wrath of God, which is the world- 
wide judgment succeeding the destruction of Gog. 

Such is the Divine description of the Pagan character 
of corrupted Christendom, and the testimony against 
those corruptions throughout the same period. 

The remaining part of the chapter belongs to the 
period succeeding the times of the GentUes, and extend- 
ing to the conclusion of the 1335 days. 
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THE PAPAL WARFARE AGAINST THE 

TRUTH 

The 12th chapter of Revelation gives another aspect of 
substantially the same period of 1260 days. It first 
symbolises the Church of God in her faithfulness, and 
then the fall of the Papacy, with the resulting warfare : — * 
"And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a 
woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her 
feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars : and 
she, being with child, cried, travailing in birth, and 
pained to be delivered. And there appeared another 
wonder in heaven ; and behold a great red dragon, hav- 
ing seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon 
his heads. And his taU drew the third part of the stars 
of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the 
dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be 
delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. 
And she brought forth a man-child, who was to rule all 
nations with a rod of iron : and her child was caught up 
unto God, and to His throne. And the woman fled into 
the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, 
that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred 
and threescore days '* (Rev. xiL 1-6). 

Heaven here is the symbolical heaven — e.^., the 
Church on earth. The true Church is indeed " a great 
wonder in heaven." Her clothing is Christ — ^her crown 
is the apostleship ; she tramples under foot the powers of 
darkness. In the absence of the sun, the moon symbols 
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ises the Church, as reflecting His light. Here we must 
interpret the moon from Genesis i. 16, as the symbol of 
the rulers of darkness (Eph. vi. 17). " Undey her feet '* 
is {nroKarto r&v iroBa>v, a very different expression from 
vrrcnrohiov rmv ttoB&v — a footstool, a place of honour. It 
is an image of being trampled under foot. 

The crown of twelve stars being the apostleship, has 
misled expositors to limit this woman to the Christian 
Church, as distinguished from the Abrahamic olive-tree. 
This is a great mistake, as we have seen in expounding 
the beast with seven heads and ten horns as the Boman 
Empire. In the symbol of a continuous corporate body, 
all the features are not co-existent. Each one is remark- 
able in its own time and place. As Christians are 
Abraham's seed, so this woman is the true Church from 
Abraham to the close of the 1260 days and onwards. We 
have a parallel case in chap. xv. 3. 

This woman was in pain to be delivered of Christ, 
who came into this world as a member of the Church on 
earth. Another great wonder, the devil, appeared in the 
same place — ^the symbolical heaven. On earth, where 
Jesus is, there the devil is also. In the supper-chamber 
Satan entered into Judas Iscariot. The devil is here 
symbolised as having seven heads, and ten horns, and 
seven diadems upon his heads. He is the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience. 

The founder of empire was Nimrod (the rebel). From 
his days to the Boman Empire, there were seven forms 
of universal monarchy: — !• The Babylon of Nimrod; a» 
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Th6 primitive Assyrian Empire ; 3. The kter Assyrian 
Empire; 4. The Babylon of Nebuchadnezzar ; 5, Persia; 
6. Greece ; 7. Eome. The latter had its ten horns. All 
these haveibeen animated by one spirit of self-will, and 
so have been wrought upon by Satan. This inward 
principle is here indicated by the dragon having seven 
heads and ten horns. It is the heads that are seen 
crowned (diademed), because the principal object here 
is the devil's continuous influence in human empire. 

As standing in the presence of the woman, his tail is 
seen drawing down the third part of the stars of heaven 
and casting them to the earth. ^^The prophet that 
teacheth lies, he is the tail.'' The lying teadiings of 
Satan deprived the third part of the apostlesbip of the 
Church of its heavenly character, and made it earthly- 
minded. That earthliness of mind is connected with 
worldly politics, as suggested by the seven heads and ten 
horns. ' The ecclesiastical world was divided into the 
East, the South, and the West. Of these three it was the 
West alone which acquired political dominion. Since 
then, the Boman Ecclesia has become the Boman 
Curia. Such is the symbolic description of the true 
Church, in her purity with her holy apostleship; of 
the devil in his political influence ; and of the corrup- 
tion of the Western hierarchy in becoming an earthly 
polity. 

We now return to the history, and, first, respecting the 
birth and death of Christ : — " And the dragon stood be- 
fore the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to 
devour her child as soon as it was bom. And she 
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brought forth a man-child, who was to rule all nations 
with a rod of iron : and her child was caught up unto 
Qody and to His throne/* 

This is the birth and ascension of our Blessed Lord. 

We have then the wilderness condition of the Church : — 
^*And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she 
hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed 
her there a thousand two hundred and threescore 
days." 

Although represented under the figure of a local flight, 
the thing intended is a moral change of condition. 
Moral change is often described as a local one. ^^ And 
thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 
shalt be cast down to hell " (Matt xi. 23). See also 
Lamentations ii. 1. For the wilderness condition of the 
Church, see Jeremiah xii. 7-11. Li that wilderness 
condition of all around for 1260 years the Lord knew 
how to preserve His own : " A place prepared of God, 
where they should feed her 1260 days." 

The struggle between Christ's faithful ones and the 
fallen third part of the apostolate is then described : — 
" And there was war in heaven : Michael and his angels 
fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and 
his angels, and prevailed not ; neither was their place 
found any more in heaven " (ver. 7, 8). 

Michael is here the symbolic Michael — ue.j the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The dragon's angels are the Bomish 
priesthood. St Paul said of influential preachers in the 
Church in his day, "But what I do, that I will doj 
that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occa- 
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sion ; that whef ein they glory, thiey may be found even 
as we. For such as are false apostles, deceitful workers^ 
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ; 
And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his 
ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness ; whose end shall be according to their 
works " (2 Cor. xi. 12-15). 

The end of this 1260 years* struggle is victory to 
Christ's people, and the entire expulsion of Satan and 
false teachers : " Neither was their place found any more 
in heaven." 

There is, however, to be a period of great anarchy : — 
" And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, 
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world : he was cast out into the earth, and his angels 
were cast out with him. And I heard a loud voice say^ 
ing in heaven. Now is come salvation, and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His 
Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down,, 
which accused them before our God day and night. And 
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their testimony ; and they loved not their 
lives unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and 
ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabit^rs of the 
earth and of the seal for the devil is come down unto 
you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time " (Rev. xii. 9-12). 

The blessed in paradise rejoice with the faithful on 
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earth, calling them " our brethren." They know more 
clearly than we what is Satan's awful work, as " the 
accuser of our brethren," They also see more clearly the 
weapons and the cause of our warfare : " They overcame 
him for the sake of the blood of the Lamb, and for the 
sake of the word of their testimony ; and they loved not 
their lives unto the death." 

That final casting-out of heaven appears to me not the 
casting unto the earth of ver. 13, which seems to be at 
the commencement of the persecution of the woman ; 
whereas the final one is ^^a woe to the inhabiters 
of the earth and of the sea." In this view, ver. 13 to 
16 is another statement of the 1260 years' persecutions: 
— " And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the 
earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the 
man-child. And to the woman were given two wings of 
a great eagle, that she might fly unto the wilderness, into 
her place ; where she is nourished for a time, and times, 
and half a time, from the face of the serpent. And the 
serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the 
woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of 
the flood. And the earth helped the woman ; and the 
earth opened up her mouth, and swallowed up the flood 
which the dragon cast out of his mouth." 

The dragon had attempted to devour the man-child, 
and then to corrupt the Church. In the former he en- 
tirely failed ; in the latter he had a terrible success, but 
not against the. true people of God, who preserved their 
heavenly character. He therefore poured out a flood of 
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wrath upou Christ's saints, but the good feelings of 
humanity diminished his power : " The earth helped the 
woman," and swallowed up the flood. 

The chapter closes with characterising the whole war- 
fare : — " And the dragon was wroth with the woman, 
and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, 
which keep the commandments of God, and have the 
testimony of Jesus Christ" (ver, 17)* 

The character of Christ's faithful ones is that they 
keep the commandments of God, and have (hold to) the 
testimony of Jesus Christ— ra most accurate description 
of the principles of the Reformation. 

Whatever remaining obscurity hangs over the details 
of this wonderful prophecy, the general outline is a clear 
prediction of the Papacy as a persecuting power, doing 
its utmost to destroy all who keep the faith of Jesus, and 
the supremacy of Scripture, 



IMPERIALISM AND THE PAPACY. 

The 13th chapter of the Apocalypse gives another aspect 
of the same 1260 years. It begins with the revival of 
the Western Empire under a new form, and of the ecclesi- 
astical western hierarchy formed upon the model of the 
empire : — " And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and 
saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon 
his heads the name of blasphemy. And the beast 
which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as 
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the feet of a tjear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion's': 
and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and 
great authority. And I saw one of his heads as it were 
wounded to death ; and his deadly wound was healed : 
and all the people wondered after the beast. And they 
worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: 
and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto 
the beast ? who is able to make war with him ? And 
there was given unto him a mouth speaking great 
things and blasphemies : and power was given unto him 
to continue forty and two months. And he opened his 
mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his 
name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 
And it was given unto him to make war with the saints', 
and to overcome them : and power was given him over all 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations. And all that dwell 
upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not 
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world. If any man have an ear, let 
him hear " (Rev. xiii. 1-9). 

Like Daniel, John sees a beast rise up out of the sea, 
which could be none other than the Western Roman Em- 
pire, inasmuch as from Daniel's time to the coming of the 
Son of man, there were to be four, and only four universal 
empires. John sees the beast as having seven heads and ten 
horns. Daniel did not see it as having seven heads. John, 
living in the time of the fourth beast, saw its features more 
distinctly. Rome was celebrated as the seven-hilled city, 
and we shall see on chap. xviL that the seven heads 
of this beast symbolise both the seven mountains on 
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which Rome was built, and its successive forms of 
government down to the time of the ten horns. The 
seven heads of the beast are not, therefore, to be con- 
founded with the seven heads of the dragon. The latter 
belong to the devil's continuous power from Nimrod on- 
wards ; the former, to Roman power. As the principal 
subject of this vision is the revived Western Empire it is 
the horns which are here seen crowned. Upon his heads 
[was] the name of blasphemy — e.^.,this beasthadthe same 
self-willed character as all the antecedent empires. He 
is compared to a leopard for swiftness, and his feet to a 
bear for firm grasp. His boastfulness is as the roar of 
a lion. The dragon makes him his principal agent. One 
of his heads received an apparently mortal wound, but 
the wound was healed, to the astonishment of the world. 
This is the apparent extinction of the Western Empire 
in Momyllus, a.d. 478, and its revival when Clovis was 
regularly invested with the Roman consulship, a.d. 510. 
It is remarkable that the Bishop of Rome was the per- 
son who invested Clovis with the purple, by the order of 
the Greek Emperor Anastasius, and thus the Popes of 
Rome began to exercise political power, soon to culminate 
in their claim to the right of consecrating the Emperors. 
God, who seeth not as man seeth, declares the homage given 
to this revived beast to be in reality the worship of the 
devil. The revived empire becomes especially the enemy 
of the true people of God, and power was given to him to 
continue [iroiria'aiy to be energetic] forty-two months — 
i.e. J 1260 years. This revival took place a.d. 510, and by 
A.D. 1770, the energy of the Frankish kingdom was all 
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but gone. In that year Louis XV. attempted to ex- 
tinguish the French parliaments, only to have the mon- 
archy itself extinguished within twenty-two years. 

The character of the blasphemy of the beast is thus 
described : — " And he opened his mouth in blasphemy 
against Grod, to blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, 
and them that dwell in heaven " (ver. 6). ' 

The word blasphemy originally meant simply to speak 
to the injury of any one. Giving the word this more 
extensive application, we get a better view of this charac- 
ter of the beast. He misdescribed the name (Le.y the 
character) of Grod and His tabernacle, and them that dwell 
in heaven. The system of Christianity upheld by the 
revived Roman Empire was that corrupted form of it 
which is in God's sight Paganism, as we have already 
seen. " His tabernacle," would especially refer to the 
heavenly holy of holies, where Christ is exercising His 
mediatorial and intercessory offices. It is these which 
are altogether misrepresented by Popery, which misre- 
presentation was maintained by Imperialism. He also 
misrepresented "them that dwell in heaven" — ue.y the 
heavenly-minded ones, whether on earth or in paradise. 

He also made war with the saints and overcame them : — 
" And it was given unto him to make war with the 
saints, and to overcome them : and power was given him 
over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations " (ver. 7). 

Within the Latin dominions the professors of the true 
gospel of Christ have been utterly crushed. " All kin- 
dreds, and tongues, and nations," must be applied to all 
the races of people within the Latin empire. 
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Those who refuse homage are God's elect : — " And 
all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, 
whose names are not written in the book of life of 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world'' 
(ver. 8). 

There follows a voice of warning that the weapons of 
the saints' warfare are not carnal, and that those who 
resort to carnal warfare will suffer for it ; also that faith- 
ful endurance is the lot of the saints : — " If any man have 
an ear, let him hear. He that leadeth into captivity shall 
go into captivity ; he that killeth with the sword must be 
killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith 
of the saints" (ver. 9, 10). 

No mention is here made of the ten crowned horns, 
because it is they who constitute the revived beast, 
and in the aspect here given they are all of one 
mind. The ten kingdoms continued Papal throughout 
their history. 

The next vision was that of the Papal beast : — " And I 
beheld another beast coming up out of the earth ; and he 
had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 
And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before 
him, and causeth the earth, and them which dwell therein, 
to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 
healed. And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh 
fire come down firom heaven on the earth in the sight of 
men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth 
by the means of those miracles which he had power to 
do in the sight of the beast ; saying to them that dwell 
on the earth, that they should make an image to the 
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beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 
And he had power to give life unto the image of the 
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, 
and cause that as many as would not worship the 
image of the beast should be killed. And he caused 
all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, 
to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their fore- 
heads : and that no man might buy or sell, save he that 
had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number 
of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath 
understanding count the number of the beast : for it is 
the number of a man ; and his number is Six hundred 
threescore and six" (Kev. xiiL 11-18). 

The ecclesiastical character of this beast is signified 
by the two lamb-like horns. It is equivalent to the over- 
seer's eyes in Daniel's little horn. As a beast he is a 
secular sovereign. His lamb-like horns make him an 
ecclesiastic. He is the Roman episcopate become a 
temporal sovereignty. It grew up gradually, as a plant 
does out of the earth. The root is put in first, remains 
for a while unperceived, and then gradually rises to the 
surface and grows to maturity. 

" He spake like a dragon," misrepresenting God, and 
tainting and corrupting man as "the great dragon" 
did our first parents. 

He was to be in friendly union and co-operation with 
the revived empire : — " And he exerciseth all the power 
of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth, and 
them which dwell therein, to worship the first beast, 
whose deadly wound was healed" (ver. 12). 
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How remarkably the Papacy strengtiiened the hands 
of secular sovereignty, and at the same time, made it the 
instrument of its own designs I 

Another of its remarkable features was its lying 
wonders. Propped up by these, and supported by the 
" secular arm," it transformed the Christian ministry 
into the image of secular power, becoming, according to 
its own definition, the Eomana Curia: — "And he doeth 
great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from 
heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth 
them that dwell on the earth by the means of those 
miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the 
beast, saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they 
should make an image to the beast which had the 
wound by a sword, and did live " (ver. 13, 14). 

This image of the beast was animated with great 
vigour by the Papacy, and its power was employed to 
overwhelm all opposition : — " And he had power to give 
life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the 
beast should both speak, and cause that as many as 
would not worship the image of the beast should be 
killed. And he caused all, both small and great, rich 
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right 
hand, or in their foreheads : and that no man might buy 
or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the 
beast, or the number of his name" (ver. 15-17). 

Wherever Bomanism has had power it has accom- 
plished all this. In eve^y place and at all times it has 
striven after it. 

The apostle then gives an enigma by which to dis- 
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cover who the beast is : " Here is wisdom. Let him 
that hath understanding comit the number of the beast : 
for it is the number of a man ; and his number is Six 
hundred threescore and six*' (ver. 18). 

" Wisdom '* (1} co^Ul) appears to be used here in a 
technical sense for that which makes the riddle. 

" Understanding" (ww) for the sagacity that dis- 
covers its meaning. The number of the name must be 
666. It must also be the number of a man. Latinus 
answers both those conditions, and is most remarkably 
the designation of both Church and State during the 
Middle Ages. Latin was the language of literature, and 
of all public documents. It was the language of public 
worship and of theology. The only Bible in the hands 
of the priesthood was Latin. During the Crusades " the 
Latins" designated the Western armies, as "the Greeks" 
did the Eastern Christians. As the head of the Western 
nations, France gave the Latins in the East the name of 
Franks, but the name universally applicable was the 
Latins, In Greek letters Latinus make 666 : — 

X = 30 
a = 1 
T = 300 
€ = 5 
t = 10 
1; = 50 
o = 70 
^ = 200 

'666 . 
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Another form is equally applicable. The Latin king- 
dom is 7) XoTivrj ficunXeuu 

17 = 8 
\ = 30 
a = 1 
T = 300 
* = 10 
1; = 50 

rj = 8 

/9= 2 
a = 1 

<7 = 200 



I = 



10 



\ = 30 
€ = 5 



c = 



10 



a = 1 



666 



The revived empire and the Papacy thus fulfil all the 
conditions of this awful prediction. The doom of both 
rapidly hastens on. 



TIfE SEALED ONES SEEN IN HE A VEN. 

The former vision closes with the devil's mark upon the 

foreheads of the Papal followers — Latinus : in this one 

we have those who have the Lord's mark upon them. 

h 
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They had been sealed on earth, they are now seen in 
heaven : — " And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the 
mount Sion, and with Him an hundred forty and four 
thousand, having His Father's name written in their fore- 
heads " (Rev. xiv. 1). 

One hundred and forty-four thousand is a symbolical 
number — 12 by 12, multiplied by 1000 — intended to 
represent a very large multitude. The definite form con- 
veys another truth, viz., the accuracy and discernment 
of God's knowledge: ^^ He calleth His own sheep by 
name." 

As a very large multitude their voice is heard praising 
God : — " And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice 
of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder ; 
and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their 
harps " (ver. 3). 

These appear to be a different body from the four 
beasts and the twenty-four elders ; but this is in conse- 
quence of the nature of symbols, which is to represent 
each feature of character by a separate symbol. Here, 
as a great flock, they are a multitude whose voice is as 
the sound of many waters ; as kings, they are the four 
beasts reconciled to God and His law ; as priests, they 
are twenty-four elders ; as the elect, they are 144,000. 
They sing a song which none can learn but those who 
are redeemed from earthly-mindedness. They preserved 
their chastity to Christ when on earth (2 Cor. xi. 2). 
In paradise they are following the Lamb whithersoever 
He goeth. They are a first-fruit to God and to the 
Lamb, as St James expresses it — ^a kind of first-fruits of 
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His creatures. By the renovation of the Spirit they are 
faultless before God. 

This heavenly vision is given here to strengthen the 
faith and brighten the hopes of those who have to con- 
template or to go through the succeeding scenes. 



THE HOUR OF JUDGMENT. 

Now commences a series of visions which belong to our 
own time : — " And I saw another angel fly in the midst 
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people " (Rev. xiv. 6). 

An angel in mid-heaven intimates great publicity. This 
angel preaches the everlasting gospel, with an additional 
announcement, " The hour of His judgment is come." 
Its universality is described as ^^ those dwelling on the 
earth " — ^perhaps the Roman earth, and " every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people." All are sum- 
moned to give glory to God, and to worship Him alone. 
It is a solemn warning to Romanism, as weU as to 
heathenism, to give up their idolatries, and to return to 
the pure worship of Grod* His forbearance is coming to 
a close, " The hour of His judgment has come." 

The world-wide missionary efforts in our day, and the 
increased study of the prophetic Word, are the fulfilment 
of this vision. All Papal countries, as well as the whole 
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heathen world, are now open to the gospel. It is but 
for a short time. Our present facilities will soon close, 
so far as concerns the Latin kingdoms. We have a 
parallel case in Jeremiah xiii. 15-17 : — "Hear ye, and 
give ear; be not proud: for the Lord hath spoken. 
Give glory to the Lord your God, before He cause dark- 
ness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark moun- 
tains, and, while ye look for light. He turn it into the 
shadow of death, and make it gross darkness. But if 
ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places 
for your pride ; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run 
down with tears, because the Lord's flock is carried 
away captive." 

This angel's message will gather out many for the 
harvest ; its general result, however, will be ripening for 
judgment. 



THE FALL OF BABYLON. 

The second angel announces a far worse condition of 
things: — "And there followed another angel, saying, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she 
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication " (Kev. xiv. 8). 

We learn from chap, xviii. 2 that this is a moral fall. 
Bad as Eome had been, she was to get into a worse con- 
dition. It was to be so bad that no honest mind could 
mistake its character. Hence the cry, "Come out of 
her, my people." Her false doctrines are now called 
the wine of wrath, for the hour of judgment has come. 
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THIS fall has already commenced. Eecently the Pope, 
contrary to all early precedent, proclaimed the Imma- 
culate Conception as a dogma of the faith, on his own 
sole authority. Last year he resorted to the most 
wicked devices to compel a majority of his council to 
proclaim his own infallibility. The blasphemous con- 
sequences of this latter doctrine, when viewed in- the 
light of the past history of the Popes, are such as to 
render it impossible for any lover of truth to accept the 
awful dogma. The unhappy old man is thus digging a 
pit of damnation for countless souls. 

God has given public warning by the voice of this 
angel. 



THE WARNING AGAINST WORSHIPPING THE 

BEAST AND HIS IMAGE. 

When Babylon's fall was so loudly proclaimed it re- 
mained impossible for any child of God to do homage to 
Rome as a teacher of divine truth, or to ^^ worship " the 
secular power : — ^^ And the third angel followed them, 
saying with a loud voice. If any man worship the beast 
and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or 
in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into 
the cup of His indignation ; and he shall be tormented 
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels, and in the presence of the Lamb : and the smoke 
of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever f and 
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they have no rest day nor night who worship the beast 
«nd his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his 
name " (Rev. xiv. 9-11). 

In examining this awful warning, we mnst clearly 
ascertain what is meant by worshipping the beast. The 
Lord's faithful ones may serve earthly powers, and even 
seek promotion in political office, and yet not " worship " 
earthly power.* Daniel certainly is one of those who did 
not worship the beast and his image (Rev. xv. 2, 3), and 
yet he acted as a prime minister, and sought promotion 
for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Dan. ii. 49). 
In the New Testament, Erastus accompanied Paul for 
some time, and afterwards acted as Chamberlain of 
Corinth (Rom. xvi. 23). It is the love of the world, and 
not the lawful use of the world, which constitutes wor- 
shipping the beast. In the same manner, in religious 
affairs, many members of the Romish communion do not 
worship the image of the beast. Various considerations 
keep them in the communion without being involved in 
its spirit They are in Romanism without being of Ro- 
manism. Their position is an unhappy one. Making 
these abatements, there remains the awful warning, 
"If any man worship the beast and his image, and 
receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same 
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out without mixture into the cup of His indigna- 
tion ; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone 
in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence 
of the Lamb : and the smoke of their torment ascendeth 
up for ever and ever : and they have no rest day nor night 
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who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever 
receiveth the mark of his name.'^ 

The worshippers of worldly power and of Papal 
idolatry are those who deliberately prefer them to hea- 
venly truth. This awful warning ought to be solemnly 
impressed upon men; and yet in the present day it is 
considered very illiberal to denounce worldly-mindedness 
and Romanism as sending men to everlasting destruc- 
tion. One reason of this warning is that Gtod's saints 
will have to face martyrdom, as we shall see in the next 
verses. 



THE PATIENCE AND MARTYRDOM OF THE 

SAINTS. 

'^ Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that 
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus'* 
(Bev. xiv. 12). 

The persecuting power alluded to in the preceding 
verses extended under the beast and his image — z.^., the 
revived Western Empire in union with the Papacy. That 
revived empire did not include England. It included 
what are now called the Latin nations. The saints who 
have to endure those persecutions will probably be only 
the subjects of these nations. The wider judgments are 
given in verses 17-20, and before these the saints are 
taken up. 

Romanism puts the commandments of the Church 
into the place of God's commandments, and denounces 
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damnation upon those who rely alone on Jesus. The 
awful decree of the Council of Trent is, " If any man 
shall say that justifying faith is nothing else but a con- 
fidence in the divine mercy pardoning sins for Christ's 
sake, let him be anathema." Christ's saints keep to the 
faith of Jesus — e.^., faith in Jesus. For this we have 
reason to believe martyrdom is again to be their doom. 
But they need not fear, but rather rejoice in being par- 
takers of Christ's sufferings. Hence the encouragement, 
*^ And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, 
Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth : Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours; and their works do follow them" 
(ver. 13). 

Oh, blessed rest I the everlasting reward for all toil and 
suffering. 



THE WHEAT^ HARVEST. 

The last days of Romanism are approaching : a.d. 1896 
will see the utter destruction of the Latin empire, and 
the Papacy at Jerusalem. About that time the Lord 
will gather His saints to meet Him in the air (1 Thess. 
iv. 17). If they are to meet Him in the air. He must 
have come down to the air, and therefore have left His 
present place, " far above all heavens." Now, we learn 
from Zechariah xiv. 4, that at the last siege of Jerusalem 
His feet are to stand upon the Mount of Olives. Just be- 
fore that great event will probably be that rapture of the 
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saints so strikingly described in Psalm 1. 1-6 : — " Tie 
mighty God, even the Lord, hath spoken, and called the 
earth, from the rising of the sun unto the going down 
thereof. Out of Sion, the perfection of beauty, God 
hath shined. Our God shall come, and shall not keep 
silence : a fire shall devour before Him, and it shall be 
very tempestuous round about Him. He shall call to 
the heavens &om above, and to the earth, that He may 
judge His people. Gather my saints together .unto me ; 
those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice. 
And the heavens shall declare His righteousness : for 
God is Judge himself." From the heavens above shall 
come down His saints, from earth beneath His saints shall 
be taken up, and all those that have made a covenant 
with the Lord by sacrifice shall be gathered together. 

All this St John saw in vision : — " And I looked, and 
behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like 
unto the Son of man, having on His head a golden 
crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. And another 
angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice 
to Him that sat on the cloud. Thrust in Thy sickle, and 
reap : for the time is come for thee to reap ; for the 
harvest of the earth is ripe. And He that sat on the 
cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth ; and the earth 
was reaped " (Rev. xiv. 14-16). It is the wheat-harvest 
of which John the Baptist spoke, " He will gather His 
wheat into the garner " (Matt. iii. 12). Our Lord also 
suys, " The harvest is the end of the age." There is to 
be a blessed wheat-harvest^ and after that a terrible 
vintage-harvest. 
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The white cloud is the throne of glory. He that sits 
on it is the Son of man. On His head is the victor's 
crown . He is about to assert His power and to rescue His 
saints. The harvest-sickle is in His hand. 

The other angel out of the temple is the Holy Ghost, 
uttering God's voice to Him, "Thrust in Thy sharp 
sickle and reap ; for the time is come for Thee to reap," 
The day of grace for guilty Christendom has closed: the 
day of ripening for the wedding-feast is closed also : 
" The harvest of the earth is ripe." 

That gathering up will be "in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye." Then will be fulfilled our Lord's 
words, " One shall be taken and another left " (Luke xvii. 
24, 26, &c.) 

To those who are left it will be an unspeakably awful 
moment All the well-meaning but self-deceived per- 
sons who unite in public worship, and reverentially go to 
the Lord's table, will suddenly find themselves left 
behind, and be as the foolish virgins. We have some 
reason to think that even converted persons, whose 
unwatchfulness did not permit the Christ-like mind to 
shine through them, will be left behind to endure the 
judgments of the vine of the earth. 



THE WINE-PRESS OF GOHS WRATH. 

The Lord's faithful ones are gathered up because the 
time of judgment has come. The Church will then be 



THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES. 123 

ripe for judgment. That judgment is also the work of 
the Son of man : — ^ As therefore the tares are gathered 
and burned in the fire ; so shall it be in the end of this 
world. The Son of man shall send forth His angels, and 
they shall gather out of His kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity, and shall cast 
them into a furnace of fire : there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth" (Matt. xiii. 40-42). 

In His official character Jesus is an angel, and it is 
He whom St John saw in this vision as come to judg* 
ment. But He does not begin His work until the Divine 
voice goes forth from God's altar in heaven ; the prayers 
of the altar of incense are turned into judgment : — " And 
another Angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, 
He also having a sharp sickle. And another angel came 
out from the altar, which had power over fire ; and cried 
with a loud cry to Him that had the sharp sickle, saying, 
Thurst in Thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of 
the vine of the earth ; for her grapes are fully ripe. 
And the Angel thrust in His sickle into the earth, and 
gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great 
wine-press of the wrath of God. And the wine-press was 
trodden without the city, and blood came out of the 
wine-press, even unto the horse-bridles, by the space 
of a thousand and six hundred furlongs" (Bev. xiv. 
17-20). 

The first of these angels, then, is Christ. He comes 
forth from the temple in heaven — i.e., the holy place or 
paradise of God. He had been in the holy of holies ; 
He had come down to His saints in paradise, and He 
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is ready for this awful infliction of judgment. The Holy 
Ghost is the other angel who cries loudly to Him, 
" Thrust in Thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of 
the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.'* 
This is, on a larger scale, what had been the judgment of 
Israel as the vine. God looked that it should bring forth 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. He looked for 
judgment, but behold oppression ; for righteousness, but 
behold a cry (Isa. v. 1-7). The sins of the two vines 
are parallel also. (See the remainder of that chapter). 

This judgment of the vine of the earth does not 
appear to be identical with that at Jerusalem, described 
in chap. xix. They are probably the two parts of one 
whole. That one is at Jerusalem : in this one, the sickle 
goes through the world. I think it is especially the 
period of anarchy immediately consequent upon the 
destruction of Gog and his hosts. As belonging to the 
period between the 1260 and 1290 days, it should be 
treated in detail in the next portion of this great sub- 
ject, viz., the manner of the restoration of the Jews. 

This concludes another series of visions clearly illus- 
trating our own days. "We have entered upon the fall 
of Rome, we shall soon see a revival of persecuting 
power in the Latin kingdoms. Within twenty-five years 
from this time we have reason to hope that the rapture 
of the saints will take place. May we all remember the 
Lord's warning, and keep our garments unspotted from 
the world. 
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THE JOY OF PARADISE FOR THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE TIME OF JUDGMENT. 

The 15tli chapter of the Apocalypse gives us a most 
instructive vision of the close connection of the saints in 
paradise with the affairs of earth. It is another of those 
visions of the heavenly state and joy so calculated to 
strengthen the faith and brighten the hopes of the 
suffering children of God : — " And I saw another sign in 
heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the 
seven last plagues ; for in them is filled up the wrath of 
God. And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with 
fire ; and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, 
and over his image, and over his mark, and over the 
number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having 
the harps of God. And they sing the song of Moses the 
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying. Great 
and marvellous are Thy works. Lord God Almighty; just 
and true are Thy ways. Thou King of nations. Who shall 
not fear Thee, Lord, and glorify Thy name ? for Thou 
only art holy : for all nations shall come and worship 
before Thee ; for Thy judgments are made manifest " 
(Rev. XV. 1-4). 

In Eevelation xii. 1, 3, there were two wonders (arnielay 
signs) in the symbolical heaven. Here there is a third 
one — a vision of fiery trials preparing crystal purity, 
Masses of people are seen as a sea under these condi- 
tions : " But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when 
it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt" (Isa, 
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Ivii. 20). That was the fallen condition of even the 
people of God. Here they are a sea of glass mingled 
with fire — Le.^ the fiery trials of life making the Lord's 
people partakers of His holiness (Heb. xii. 10). The 
final condition is a sea of glass like unto crystal, and 
before the Lord's throne (Rev. iv. 6). Here, although 
still in the fire, they are called a sea of glass in the an- 
ticipation of faith. 

Kear that transition-sea is a sign great and mar- 
vellous — seven angels having the seven last plagues. 
By them the wrath of God is fully poured out; after 
them shall be the state of millennial blessedness. 

As John looked at that sea, he saw over and upon it 
the victors of all preceding times. These had gained 
the victory over the beast and his image, — i,e,^ secular 
and ecclesiastical opposition to God in all times. Egypt, 
Nineveh, Babylon, were all one with Some in imposing 
Pagan corruptions upon the peoples under their power. 
It was the one wicked spirit who acted in them all; 
therefore, the victors are represented as singing the 
song of Moses and of the Lamb. They praise God, not 
as the God of Israel, but as the omnipotent ruler of all. 
He is, therefore, celebrated as the King of nations ; 
they now see the approaching kingdom of peace : " All 
nations shall come and worship before Thee, for Thy 
judgments [ZtK(uo>iiaTaj righteousnesses or ordinances] 
are made manifest." 

The Omnipotent One here is Jesus, and one title is 
especially instructive and encouraging : *^ Thou only art 
holy " (p<no% benignantly holy). This word is the 
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Hebrew, ^On, " sure mercies," as we learn from com- 
paring Acts xiii. 34 with Isaiah Iv. 3. We have a most 
interesting application of the word in Hebrews vii. 26 : — 
" Such an High Priest became us, who is holy " {oaio^y 
benignantly holy), "harmless," &c. ''Ayco^y holy? is the 
holiness which abhors sin ; otrt^, is equally pure, but it 
also compassionates, cleanses, and fills with goodness. 

Having seen this vision, John was prepared for 
another : — " And after that I looked, and, behold, the 
temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was 
opened" (ver. 5). The tabernacle of the testimony 
(or witness) was the Mosaic tabernacle. Its vcu)^, 
or holy place, was the court of the priests ; the anti- 
type of this is the paradise of the saints made perfect 
(Heb. xii. 23). From out of this tabernacle came the 
seven angels of the vials of wrath : — " And the seven 
angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, 
clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breasts 
girded with golden girdles. And one of the four beasts 
gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials fuUof 
the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever " (ver. 
6, 7). 

I think it probable that these angels represent re- 
deemed saints in glory : " Let the saints be joyful in 
glory : let them sing aloud upon their beds. Let the 
high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged 
sword in their hand; to execute vengeance upon the 
heathen, and punishments upon the people; to bind 
their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of 
iron ; to execute upon them the judgment written : this 



■■^-■^^^'■^^■•ii^pl^ 



128 THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES, 

honour have all His saints. Praise ye the Lord " (Ps. 
cxlix. 5-9). In what manner they administer those 
judgments is not revealed to us. It is one of the four 
beasts who gives to them the seven vials of the wrath of 
God. We have already seen that the four beasts repre- 
sent the regal dignity of the Church of God. Then shall 
the kingdoms of this world become the Lord's. Thus 
one of them was probably the representative of the 
Eoman Empire, upon which was to be poured out God's 
wrath. 

When this was done, the cloud of glory filled the 
temple : — " And the temple was filled with smoke from 
the glory of God, and from His power ; and no man was 
able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of 
the seven angels were fulfilled " (ver. 8). It would 
seem as if this cloud of glory was intended to perfect the 
brightness of the saints in glory. In Revelation vii. 14, 
their robes were white (Xet/xo?) ; here they are XafiTrpo^j 
bright. They have the linen garments of the priestly 
office and the golden girdle of royal dignity. 

There is much that is suggestive in the thought of 
this brightness so filling the temple of paradise as to fit 
those blessed saints for immediate contact with Jesus 
in the New Jerusalem. We read of a similar manifesta- 
tion of glory at the setting up of the Mosaic tabernacle 
in Exodus xl. 34, and in 1 Kings viii. 10, 11, in Solo- 
mon's temple, and in the future temple in Ezekiel xliv. 
2. This was, then, the heavenly preparation for the out- 
pouring of the seven last plagues. 
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Tff£ SEVEN LAST PLAGUES. 

As these are the seven last plagues, they must reach 
down to the end of the 1260 days, if not a little onward 
towards the 1290. If we collect together the signs of 
the times, we cannot extend them backward much beyond 
the French Eevolution. It is said of the little horn, 
" The judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his 
dominion to consume and to destroy it unto the end" 
(Dan. vii. 26). The judgment on the Papacy was 
manifest at the French Revolution. We have another 
sign of the times of these plagues in the drying up of 
the mystic Euphrates — Le,j the Mohammedan power, 
which has been going on for the last half-century. An 
equally striking one is the little horn and the lamb- 
horned beast becoming simply the false prophet. This 
was accomplished only last year. We are therefore 
warranted in interpreting these plagues of the French 
Revolution and the succeeding judgments. 



THE FIRST PLAGUE. 

" And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to 
the seven angels. Go your ways, and pour out the vials 
of the wrath of God upon the earth. And the jSrst went, 
and poured out his vial upon the earth ; and there fell a 
noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the 
mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his 
image" (Rev. :^vi. 1, 2), 



130 THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES. 

This plague was poured out upon the earth — i.e.y pro- 
bably the Romanearthjbutespecially the Western Empire. 
It was an ulcer of a very grievous kind. It fell upon the 
men that had the mark of the beast, and that worshipped 
his image. The corruption of religion and morals im- 
mediately preceding the French Eevolution was inde- 
scribable. In Church and State everything was rotten. 
It was indeed a grievous sore. 



Tff£ SECOND PLAGUE. 

" And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; 
and it became as the blood of a dead man : and every 
living soul died in the sea" (Rev. xvi. 3). 

The sea symbolises the people. The awful slaughter 
of the first outburst, of revolutionary frenzy deluged 
France with blood. It is computed that not less than 
two millions of persons perished in it. We must remem- 
ber that the effect of each vial reached into the succeeding 
ones. Thus the noisome state of society indicated in the 
first vial did not cease on the outpouring of the second. 
In like manner this bloodshedding continued during the 
succeeding vials. 



TEE THIRD PLAGUE. 

^*Akd the third angel poured out his vial upon the 
rivers and fountains of waters; .and they became blood. 
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And I heard the angel of the waters saj. Thou art 
righteous, Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be^ 
because Thou has judged thus : for they have shed the 
blood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast given them 
blood to drink ; for they are worthy. And I heard another 
out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true 
and righteous are Thy judgments " (Rev. xvi. 4-7). 

The description of this plague is given in much larger 
detail, because of its important application to preceding 
times* 

Acting on the principle of the Bible being its own 
interpreter, we need be at no loss to understand what is 
meant by the rivers and fountains of water. We learn 
from Isaiah viii. 7, that rivers symbolise kings or king- 
doms ; and from 2 Peter ii. 17, that " fountains of waters " 
symbolise teachers of religion, as " wells without water " 
imply their apostate condition. 

This plague was therefore upon kings and priests, 
which was exactly the course which the atheistic revolu- 
tion took. As soon as the revolutionary forces were 
organised, war was proclaimed against 'kings and priests. 
The angel of the waters said, " Righteous art Thou, 
Lord, which art, and wast, and the [benignantly] 
Holy One, because. Thou hast judged thus : for they have 
shed the blood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast 
given them blood to drink; for they are worthy." Who 
does not think of the dragonnades under Louis XIY., 
and of the picture of the slaughter of the Huguenots in 
Rome, as the latest of the series of all the bloodshed of 
the saints by the beast and his image^ when one reads of 
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this judgment ? Thrones and altars overwhelmed, and 
princes and priests slain by revolutionary frenzy, were 
the fulfihnent of this vial. 

" The Angel of the waters " is probably Christ him- 
self thus praising God for the avenging of His own elect 
It was in this character that Daniel saw Him over the 
river Hiddekel. 

A responsive voice was heard from the altar : — " Even 
90, Lord God Almighty, for true and righteous are Thy 
judgments." This voice is from the altar of incense — 
the place of prayer and intercession ; another example 
otprecatio become imprecatio. 

In these visions God is described as Almighty {TIav- 
TOKpartop — The Ruler of All), because He is entering into 
judgment with the nations. 

After those outbursts of atheistic revolutionary fury, 
the scene changes. The Jacquerie was put down by the 
strong hand of Napoleon Bonaparte, who created an em- 
pire on the ruins of democracy. This is predicted in the 
next vial. 



THE FOURTH PLAGUE. 

'^ And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the 
sun ; and power was given unto him to scorch men with 
fire.- And men were scorched with great heat, and 
blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over 
these plagues : and they repented not to give Him glory '* 
(Itev. xvi. 8, 9). 
The sun symbolises the supreme goveming.power. In 
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tliis case it was the imperial power seized by Napoleon 
Bonaparte. He was indeed a scorching snn. Instead of 
repenting, men blasphemed God in their suffering. The 
false glare of military glory made men proud of his me- 
mory, instead of abhorring his wickedness. 



THE FIFTH PLAGUE. 

" And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat 
of the beast ; and his kingdom was full of darkness ; and 
they gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed the 
Grod of heaven because of their pains and their sores, 
and repented not of their deeds" (Rev. xvi. 10, 11). 

As soon as Napoleon attained to imperial power he 
made war upon Austria, which then had \lsi(6 title of the 
Empire of Germany, and so possessed "the throne of the 
beast." The empire was indeed darkened, and its un- 
happy subjects " gnawed their tongues for pain." They 
also blasphemed God and did not repent. 

These close the visions of the French Revolution. The 
scene now becomes an Eastern one, which was remark- 
ably the case after the battle of Waterloo. The European 
sovereigns endeavoured to ignore the revolution, and put 
back things as far as possible into their former condition.. 
The Bourbons were replaced on the throne of France ; 
the Pope was secured in his impious privileges ; Austria 
got a foothold in Italy; Ferdinand was restored to Spain. 
" They repented not." Their doom is under the seventh 
vial* 
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THE SIXTH PLAGUE. 

The sizth plague was not to be of the same sudden nature 
as the former ones. Like the consumption of the Papacy 
preparatory to its sudden destruction, Mohammedanism 
is to be gradually consumed : — " And the sixth angel 
poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates ; and 
the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings 
of the East might be prepared " (Rev. xvi. 12). 

In the Old Testament the Euphrates symbolised the 
Assyrian power, under which title was included Babylon 
and Persia. The mystic Babylon is " Babylon the great; " 
so the mystic Euphrates is ^^ the great river Euphrates" 
— 2.^,, the analogous power in our times, viz., Mohammed- 
anism, which established its principal seat of empire on 
the Tigris and the Euphrates. This power was to be 
gradually dried up. How remarkably this has been ful- 
filled in our own day I Delhi, Teheran, Constantinople, 
Cairo, Algiers, Morocco, are now either extinguished or 
effete. Gfreece is altogether delivered. The Danubian 
Principalities are only nominally suzerainties. Bussia has 
swallowed up whole provinces of the Turkish and Persian 
dominions. At this moment she rules in Samaracand 
and Bokhara. England has extinguished Mohammedan 
power in India. Drying up is a most graphic figure of 
waning Mohaimnedan power. 

The purpose of all this is, " that the way of the kings 
of the East might be prepared." Various conjectures 
have been hazarded as to who these are. A little atten-r 
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tion to the last condition of Nebuchadnezzar's image and 
of Daniel's vision of the four beasts would remove the 
difficulty. The last condition of the image is to be two 
feet with five toes on each foot. The two feet are Rome 
and Constantinople. The five toes around Borne are 
Germany, England, France, Spain, Italy. There must 
also be five kingdoms around Constantinople. These are 
the kings of the East — Le.y the Eastern kingdoms. Now 
we learn &om Daniel vii. 12, that the first three beasts 
were to be found existing at the end distinct from 
the fourth. All of them had their capital in Babylon, and 
were substantially the same geographically. Their re- 
presentatives are declared in- Daniel viii. 23, to be the 
four horns of Alexander's empire. These with Austria 
make the five Eastern kingdoms. We may therefore soon 
expect a new political arrangement, in which we shall 
have — 1. Austria; 2. Greece; 3. Turkey in Asia, including 
Syria ; 4. Persia ; 5. Egypt. In all this there is no clear 
declaration about Constantinople. It was, however, so 
long identified with the Greek empire that it is possible 
it may form part of the Greek kingdom. In the con- 
fused state of that corner of Europe, one could not form 
any definite conjecture. Events will very soon make all 
clear. 
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THE THREE UNCLEAN SPIRITS. 

THE GATHERING TO ARMAGEDDON. 

Another vision is interposed between the sixth and 
the seventh vial. It is of preparatory work, making all 
ready for the final contest at Jerusalem : — " And I saw- 
three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth 
of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and 
out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the 
spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto 
the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather 
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty, 
Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, 
and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they 
see his shame. And He gathered them together into a 
place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon " (Rev, 
xiv. 13-16.) 

Preparatory to the outpouring of the seventh vial, and 
to the last scenes of the times of the Gentiles, a vision 
is given of the larger liberty given to wicked spirits as 
a just judgment upon those who received not the love of 
the truth that they might be saved. Demoniac posses- 
sion appears to have been more extensive in our Lord's 
days than in any previous or subsequent age. Judas 
was possessed by Satan himself. An analogous fact is 
here revealed. " Spirits of demons working wonders " 
are permitted to go forth to the kings of the [Roman] 
earth and of the whole worid, to gather them to the battle 
of that great day of God Almighty. 
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They come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of 
the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the 
false prophet — i.e., the influence of those wicked spirits 
animates the words of these three : direct spiritual 
wickedness from the devil, wicked principles asserted by 
the secular power, and devilish doctrines from the Pa- 
pacy. We see their working already; we shall soon see 
it in awful clearness. The literature of the day is filled 
with false principles, its politics are more and more de- 
parting from truth, and the Papal blasphemies are more 
boldly asserted. How little do worldly-minded boasters 
suspect whose agents they are ! 

Spirits cannot be seen by men. It requires to have 
the eye "opened" in order to see them (Num. xxii. 
31 ; 2 Kings vi. 17). Hence it is that worldly men are 
not at all aware of the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience. When men of science ignore 
the testimony of Scriptme, when systems of morals are 
advocated which are contrary to Scripture teaching, 
when doubts are cast upon the truth of Scripture history, 
when the divine authority of government is scoffed at, 
when profane intrusions into the spirit world are at- 
tempted, how little men suspect that their words are 
really the voices of unclean spirits. In more directly 
religious matters, the lessening of the guilt of sin, the 
misapplication of the benevolence of God, so as to deny 
His awful hatred of sin, the Mariolatry and pretended 
infallibility of Popery, are all from the same wicked 
spirits. 

They are described as " tmclean spirits like frogs." . 



138 THB TIMES OF THE ^KKTILEB. 

They are so in three particulars :— 

1. They come from the marshy places of earth. 

2. They are inflated. 

3. They are croakers. 

Now-a-days inspiration is lowered down to hmnan 
genius, by those who speak great swelling words of 
vanity (2 Peter ii. 18), only to allure through the lusts 
of the flesh, and through much wantonness, those that 
were clean espaped from them that live in error. They 
promise liberty, and yet themselves are the servants 
of corruption, St Jude also describes them as ^* mur- 
murers, complainers, walking after their own lusts, and 
their mouth speaking great swelling words." 

Such is the awful state of things which is now spread- 
ing through society. . 

One note of time is given in the changed title of the 
Pope, This is the first place where he is called the false 
prophet. We know, by comparing chap. xix. 20 with 
this place, that the lamb-horned beast of the 13th 
chapter is this false prophet. When the Pope lost his 
temporal sovereignty he ceased to be a beast, and this 
is here noted by calling him the false prophet. His 
frog-like character of inflation will be the destruction of 
the Latin Empire (Dan. vii. 11). 

In the midst of these predictions is the warning to the 
Lord's people : — " Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed 
is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments, lest he 
walk naked, and they see his shame." It is an awfiilly 
important question whether a reaUy converted chUd of 
God may so walk as to forfeit the privilege of being 
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caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and so be left 
to the judgment of the vine of the earth, partaking of 
the snflferings of the outer darkness — Le.j the tribula- 
tions by which men are to learn righteousness. Many of 
the warnings of Scripture seem to imply the possibility. 
See Mark xiii. 35-37; Lukexxi. 34-36; Matt. xxii. 11-13. 
When we remember the twofold character of our re- 
newal — first, the mind within; second, the power of the 
renewed mind seen without, the latter the garment— it 
seems but too probable that many '' babes in Christ " 
(and therefore born again) will be found " carnal, and 
walking as men ? " (1 Cor. iii. 1-3). At aU events, it can 
do us no harm to take the warning, and be more care- 
ftd to keep our garments undefiled (Rev. iii. 4). 

After this admonition follows the declaration of the 
terrible success of those wicked spirits : — " And he " (or 
rather they — ^for the neuter plural in Greek has a verb 
singular) " gathered them together into a place called in 
the Hebrew tongue Armageddon." 

Armageddon is in Hebrew ft'^U/nO'irT — Hormah- 
Gideon^-the destruction of Gideon. Gideon's victory 
over the Midianites is used as the type of the last 
contest at Jerusalem in Isaiah ix. 4, 5. The similarity 
of the circumstances is noticed in Ezekiel xxxviiL 21 ; 
Haggai ii. 22. 

The motives by which these wicked spirits will thus 
gather the nations together appear to be : — 

1. The false prophet will stir up the beast to collect 
his forces at Jerusalem to resist the king of the 
North. . 
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In order to counterbalance the power of Germany the 
Latin kingdoms will draw more closely together, and 
nnite with the Pope. 

2. On the part of Russia there will be a determination 
to be predominant in the East. In carrying out this, the 
German Empire will probably unite with him, and with 
both will be associated the huge confederacy predicted in 
Ezekiel xxxviii. 

The battle of Armageddon is mentioned in Eevelation 
xix. 19-21. 

All the above is the preparatory work, which has 
already commenced, and which will run its course 
until A.D, 1896. 



THE SE VENTH PL A G UE. 

We now enter upon the last plague, and the events of 
the past seven months seem to prove that it has begun to be 
poured out : — " And the seventh angel poured out his 
vial into the air ; and there came a great voice out of 
the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying. It is done. 
And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings ; 
And there was a great earthquake, such as was not 
since men wete upon the earth, so Inighty an earthquake, 
and so great. And the great city was divided into three 
parts, and the cities of the nations fell : and great Baby- 
lon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her 
the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. And 
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every island fled away, and the mountains were not 
found. And there fell upon men a great hail out of 
heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent : and 
men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail ; 
for the plague thereof was exceeding great " (Rev. xvi. 
17-21). 

A vial poured out into the air intimates the world- 
wide extent of this last plague. 

The voice in heaven is not heard on earth. Its results, 
however, are terribly felt. The voice comes forth from 
the throne in the temple of heaven — Le.y from Jesus 
himself, saying. It is done. Three times does a similar 
utterance come from Jesus. On the cross He said, " It is 
finished " (John xix. 30), when He had accomplished all 
that was to be done before He gave up [irapeSootce] His 
spirit to the Father. Here, "It is done " [ryeyove] 
when the GentUe times had come to their end. And, 
lastly, " It is done " \_yeyov€] when the millennial blessed- 
ness has commenced, and all the preparatory work be- 
tween the 1260 and the 1335 days is over. 

Accompanying that heavenly voice are the terrible 
disturbances of earth : " There were voices, and thun- 
ders, and lightnings," all the disturbances which pre- 
cede an earthquake. These are the agitations of the 
political world, and the wars and commotions amongst 
the nations. Surely the present Franco- German war, 
the " Eastern Question," and the resulting anxieties of 
statesmen, evidence the outpouring of this plague. The 
immediate result is, " There was a great earthquake, 
such as was not since meu were upon the earth, so mighty 
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an earthquake^ and so great" It is not possible for men 
to see immediately present events in all their bearings^ 
in their due proportions, or in their relative proportions. 
But making all allowance for onr imperfect vision^ no 
one can doubt that the present humiliation of France^ 
the consolidation of the German Empire, the dislocated 
condition of Austria, the formation of the Italian king- 
dom, the Pope's loss of temporal sovereignty, and the 
progress of Eussia in Eastern Asia, amount to a world- 
wide political earthquake. Everything is shaken, and 
nothing can return to its former condition. The whole 
political system has been overturned, and a new one 
must come in its place. 

Accordingly the prediction goes on to say, " And the 
great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of 
the nations fell." 

As the earthquake was a political overthrow, " the 
great city " must be the great polity of the world. It is 
an invariable rule in symbols that the symbol and the 
thing symbolised are not formally, but only analogically, 
the same. A picture is a formal resemblance — a symbol 
is an ideal one. A lamb, for example, is a symbol of 
Christ. Hence a city would not symbolise a city, but 
a polity {irdKireia troTa^). The world-wide polity is, 
in symbol, the great city. The effect of this earthquake 
is to divide the political world into three parts. This 
prediction gives us no clue to the parts ; but so far as we 
may judge from present political events, Russia, *Ger- 
many, and England are most likely to be those parts. 
Eussia must remain a great political power until she 
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fulfils the prediction respecting Gog. England must be 
another, or else she could not fulfil the predictions 
respecting the ships of Tarshish in the bringing back of 
the Jews. At the conclusion of this present war, Ger- 
many will, humanly speaking, be Ithe strongest con- 
tinental power. It is possible, however, that new 
combinations may arise affecting and modifying the 
secular and ecclesiastical polity of Christendom. Reli- 
giously we may regard as a tripartite division Orientalism, 
Bomanism, Protestantism. In another aspect, those 
who practically set Church authority above the Bible, 
but reject the Papacy; those who centralise Church 
authority in the Pope, and equally set that authority 
above the Bible; those who set the Bible above all 
Church authority. It is possible that impending poli- 
tical changes may correspond with these divisions, but 
as far as we may conjecture from present events it 
is not probable. If the last siege of Jerusalem is to 
take place within twenty-five years, it is not likely that 
France will have regained her lost position within that 
time. 

" The cities of the nations," in symbolical language, 
would represent the smaUer polities. Their fall would 
mean their loss of political position. We shall soon see 
on a larger scale what took place in Germany in 1866, 
when Hanover, Saxony, Schleswig-Holstein, and other 
places were blotted out of the political horizon. 

A further result is to be, " And great Babylon came 
into remembrance before Qt)d, to give unto her the cup 
of the wine of the fierceness of His wraths" Babylon is 
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to be consumed by the Spirit of His Word, but not to be 
destroyed until the brightness of His coming. The full 
outpouring of His wrath on Rome is not to be completed 
until the " Epiphany " of the Lord's coming. This ex- 
pression would apply to some period antecedent to the 
1335 days, and not sooner than the close of the 1260, for 
it is then that " the false prophet " is to be cast into 
the lake of fire. As soon as that takes place, the terrible 
anarchy wiU follow which is the casting of the vine of 
the earth into the wine-press of the wrath. In that 
anarchy will be accomplished the other prediction, " and 
every island fled away, and the mountains were not 
found" — Le.^ all the former political arrangements shall 
be broken up. This is what was seen by Nebuchadnez- 
zar as the smiting of the great image on his feet and 
toes. The terrible weight of the judgment is described 
as a great hail coming down from heaven, every stone 
of the weight of a talent. Yet there was no repentance : 
" Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the 
hail, for the plague thereof was exceeding great." 

Such is the Divine picture of events from this our 
time until a little beyond the close of the 1260 years. 
We have entered into the events of the last days — days 
which are thus described by our Lord : — "And there shall 
be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars ; 
and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; 
the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing 
them for fear, and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth : for the powers of heaven shall 
be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man 
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coming in a ctoud, with power and great glory " (Lnke 
xxi. 25-27). May we be enabled to adopt our Lord's 
words as our encouragement : " And when these things 
begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh" (ver. 28). 



ROME THE MYSTIC BABYLON— HER HISTORY 

AND ^DESTR UCTION 

The 17th and 18th chapters of the Apocalypse form 
another separate prophecy, giving at one view the whole 
history of Rome from her foundation to her destruction, 
touching very lightly on her condition before the Chris- 
tian dispensation. The primary purpose was to describe 
her as the great anti- Christian harlot. The description 
is given by one of the seven- vial angels — Le.^ probably 
one of those saints in paradise who on eai'th had suf- 
fered persecution from her : — " And there came one of 
the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked 
with me, saying unto me. Come hither ; I will shew unto 
thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon 
many waters : with whom the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth 
have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication" 
(Rev. xvii. 1, 2). 

She is the great spiritual adulteress, who forsook the 
guide of her youth, and forgot the covenant of her God 
(Prov. ii. 17). 
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The angel took John in the spirit into the wilderness 
'^ue.^ John was bo filled with the power of the Spirit as 
to be able to see things in their spiritual aspect. He 
then had an awful vision of Borne Papal : — ^^ So he car-- 
ried me away in the spirit into the wilderness : and I 
saw a woman sit upon a scarlet-coloured beast, full of 
names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 
And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, 
and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls, 
having a golden cup in her hand, full of abominations 
and filthiness of her fornication. And upon her forehead. 
was a name written. Mystery, Babylon the Great, 
THE Mother of Harlots and Abominations of thb 
Earth. And I saw the woman drunken with the blood 
of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus : 
and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration '^ 
(Rev. xvii. 3-6). 

The scarlet-coloured beast full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns, is the revived Western 
Empire. Its imperial character is intimated by the 
scarlet. The woman clothed with purple and scarlet, 
and decked with gold and silver and precious stones 
and pearls, is the corrupted Church, without the white 
robes of priestly character, but with the purple robes of 
regal dignity. She is the Soman Church become the 
Boman Court * Her pomp and dignity, more than im- 
perial, are described by her gorgeous robes. Her false 
doctrines and foul morals are described as a golden cup 
in her hand, full of the abominations and filthiness of her 
fornication. To the spiritual eye there was no mis- 
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take about her character : it was- on her very fore- 
head. 

She was — 

Mystery — ue.y she seemed to be one thing and was 
really another. She professed to be the bride of Christ, 
she was really the " man of sin." 

Babylon the Great, the antitype of Babylon of old, 
which defiled the vessels of the Lord's house, bringing 
them into the idolatrous feast, praising the gods of 
gold. 

" The mother of harlots." It is remarkable of Eome 
that few heresies originated in her, but she made them 
her own by adoption, and then imposed them upon 
others. She boasts to be " the mother and mistress of 
all Churches." All who acknowledge her supremacy 
accept and adopt her corruptions. 

" The mother of abominations of the earth " is another 
description of the same thing. 

St John then saw her persecuting character, " Drunken 
with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus." Bome shed like water the blood of 
those who put their trust in Christ alone. 

To us it seems most natural that, seeing her, he should 
wonder with great wonder. 

Such was the corrupted Church which the apostle saw 
sitting upon the beast — that is, using him as her in- 
strument. 
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THE ANGELS QUESTION. 

^^And the angel said unto me, ^VTierefore didst thou 
marvel?" 

How much food for thought we have in this question ! 
It gives us, or rather suggests to us, the heavenly side 
of earthly things. On earth that very angel had pro- 
bably marvelled as much as John did. In the full light 
of heaven he saw the results and the needs. We may 
apply the same thought to all the evils of the world. 
God commands the light to shine out of darkness, that 
the light of the knowledge of His glory may be seen in 
the face of Jesus Christ. 



THE ANGErS EXPLANATION OF THE 

MYSTER V. 

The angel then said, " I will tell thee the mystery of the 
woman and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath 
seven heads and ten horns." He then describes the 
beast at considerable length, and says much less of 
the woman, probably because her character had been 
seen so clearly in the vision, and the explanation 
of the mystery was simply to tell who she was : — 
^' The beast that thou sawest was, and is not ; and shall 
ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition : 
and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder (whose 
names were not written in the book of life from the 



THE TIMES OP THE GENTILES. * ' 149 

foundation of the world), when they behold the beast 
that was, and is not, and yet is. And here is the mind 
which hath wisdom. The seven heads aire seven moun- 
tains, on which the woman sitteth. . And there are s^ven 
kings : five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not 
yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a 
short space. And the beast that was, and is not, even 
he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into per- 
dition. And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten 
kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but 
receive power as kings one hour with the beast. These 
have one mind, and shall give their power and strength 
unto the beast. These shall make war with the Lamb, 
and the Lamb shall overcome them : for He is Lord of 
lords, and King of kings \. and they that are with him 
are called, and chosen, and faithful. And he saith unto 
me. The waters which thou sawest, where the whore 
sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues. And the ten horns which thou sawest upon 
the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make 
her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn 
her with fire. For Grod hath put in their hearts to fulfil 
His will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the 
beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. And 
the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which 
reigneth over the kings of the earth" (Rev. xvii. 8-18). 
There are four conditions 'of this beast — ^he was, he is 
not, he is to ascend out of the abyss, he is to go into per- 
dition. He is the same that was seen in chap. xiii. 1-3. 
He was, in his history, down to the time of the fall of 
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the Western Empire. "He is not" in the fall under 
Momyllus. He ascended out of the abyss when Clevis 
became consul of Rome, and the Western Empire arose 
again in her ten-horned state. " He goeth into perdi- 
tion " at Armageddon. The astonishment of the nations 
is here the same as is described in Revelation xiii. 3—8. 
There is an alteration in the phrase " is not." It is "itai 
ovfc eoTi tcalirep etrrlv " (and is not, although he is). It 
was the same, and yet not the same. In the former 
condition the capital was Rome, and there was but one 
sovereign. In the revived condition there were ten king- 
doms, with a united religious bond with Rome, and 
Paris for the principal capital. In chap. xiii. the book 
of life is declared to be the Lamb's book. Here it is 
called simply the book of life. The former spoke of the 
death of the Lamb from the foundation of the world — 
this of God's people being chosen from the foundation 
of the world. Both are blessed truths — two parts of one 
whole — ^the everlasting counsels of God. 

" Here is the mind that hath wisdom" — that is, skilled 
to understand the enigma. 

" The seven heads are seven mountains, whereupon 
the woman sitteth, and are seven kings." Rome, the 
seven-hilled city, is here described unmistakably. Not 
only was she built upon seven mountains, but she had 
seven forms of government — 1. Kings; 2. Consuls; 3. 
Dictators ; 4. Decemvirs ; 5. Military tribunes ; 6. Em- 
perors; 7. The short-lived kingdom of Theodoric; 8. 
The revived empire under Clovis, who was of the seven, 
as being Roman consul, and transmitting imperial power, 
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and yet an eighth, as reigning, not in Borne, but in 
Paris. 

The ten horns are declared to be the ten kingdoms 
which were to arise out of the agitated condition of the 
fallen empire. In their original these were— 1. The 
Visigoths in Gaul and Spain ; 2. The Suevi in Spain ; 
3. The Heruli in Italy ; 4. The Franks in Belgium ; 5. 
The Burgundians in Burgundy ; 6. The Saxons in Bri- 
tain ; 7. The Alans in Gaul and Spain ; 8. The Ostro- 
goths in Pannonia ; 9. The Lombards in Pannonia ; 10. 
The Vandals in Africa. 

I give these as the usual enumeration, although I do 
not think that the scope of the prophecy intended to 
designate ten continuous kingdoms. The little horn 
was to uproot three, and yet there seem to be ten at the 
end. I have already observed tiiat a symbolical descrip- 
tion, extending over along historic period, can only seize 
upon the principal historic features. If at various times 
there were ten, the symbol would be ten horns, although 
there might be many variations and alternations. 

The angel says, " They receive power as kings one 
hour with the beast" I think li^Utv &pav means at one 
time— 2.^., they are not successive kingdoms, but ten 
co-existent ones. They unitedly constitute the beast, 

^^ These have one mind, and interchange {ZuiZoi<Tov<nv) 
their power and authority with the beast^'-^i,^., they 
form one combined empire. 

On the united condition of divided Surope Gibbon 
makes the following striking observation : — -" The per- 
petual correspondence of the Latin clergy^ the frequent 
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pilgrimages to Rome and Jerusalem, and the growing 
authority of the Popes, cemented the union of the 
Christian republic, and gradually produced the similar 
manners and common jurisprudence which have dis- 
tinguished from the rest of mankind the independent, 
and even hostile nations of modern Europe." — Decline 
and Fully c. xxxvii. 

Those horns retain the one character of blasphemy. 
They all concur in crushing true religion, " They make 
war with the Lamb." This statement makes one hesitate 
to accept the enumeration given above as exactly accu- 
rate, inasmuch as Britain separated from the Latin 
kingdoms, and ceased to persecute evangelical truth. 
As she united with the others for a time, she may be 
included, and yet considered to have afterwards separated 
from their sin. 

The end will be the victory of the Lamb : " The 
Lamb shall overcome them, for He is King of kings and 
Lord of lords." His servants are called, and chosen, 
and faithful. 

The angel then explains the meaning of the many 
waters upon which the woman sitteth. When St John 
looked at her to see her sitting upon many waters, he 
saw her sitting upon a beast; but as a beast is an 
empire, the many waters signify the populations which 
compose that empire : " The waters which thou sawest 
are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." 

The angel then declares that at length the ten horns 
will desolate the harlot : — " And the ten horns which 
thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, 
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and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat 
her flesh, and hurn her with fire. For God hath put in 
their hearts to fulfil His will, and to agree, and give 
their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God 
shall be fulfilled" (ve{. 16, 17). 

We have seen that desolation going on since a.d. 
1792, and soon shall see its consummation. Their 
favouring the false woman, and afterwards desolating 
her, were both by the permissive providence of God. 

He then declares who the woman is — none other 
than Rome : — " And the woman which thou sawest is 
that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the 
earth" (ver. 18). 

So far the angel's explanation. We now come to a new 
vision : — " And after these things I saw another angel 
comedown from heaven, having great power; and the 
earth was lightened with his glory. And he cried 
mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great 
is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of 
devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of 
every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have 
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and 
the kings of the earth have committed fornication with 
her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich 
through the abundance of her delicacies" (Rev. xviii. 
1-3). 

This is the judicial blindness and moral fall of Rome 
from bad to worse. Similar was the condition of the 
Jews before the destruction of Jerusalem : — " Who both 
killed the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have 
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persecuted ns ; and they please not God, and are con- 
trary to all men ; forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles, 
that they might be saved, to fill up their sins alway : 
for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost'* 
(1 Thess. ii. 15, 16). That fall appears to have com- 
menced at the decree of the Immaculate Conception, 
when the Pope overturned even the semblance of Catho- 
licism, proclaiming a dogma of faith on his own sole 
authority. Another step in the moral degradation was 
the recent miscalled (Ecumenical Council, when the 
Pope proclaimed himself to be the one infallible channel 
of God's voice to man. The political changes arising 
out of the recent war will hasten on other features, 
until we see fully revealed the awful state described 
above. Then comes the warning to God's children 
before the doom : — " And I heard another voice from 
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be 
not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues " (Rev, xviii. 4), 

Our Lord compares the day of His coming to the days 
of Noah and of Lot. In both cases they were amongst 
the doomed ones until the very day of destruction. So 
here there are some of the Lord's people in Rome to the 
very end. This judgment is not to be interpreted of the 
Roman Church, but of the city of Rome, It was some- 
what similar with Jerusalem. The Christians escaped 
before the final judgment on the city. 

We have then her crime and her punishment : — " 'For 
her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath 
remembered her iniquities. Reward her even as she 
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rewarded you, and double unto her double, according to 
her works : in the cup which she hath filled, fill to her 
double. How much she hath glorified herself, and lived 
deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her : for 
she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, 
and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues 
come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; 
and she shall be utterly burned with fire : for strong is 
the Lord God who judgeth her " (ver. 6-8). 

^^ Her sins have reached " — fficdKovd'qaavy have fol- 
lowed. Every sin that she had committed had gone up 
before God, and now has come the hour of vengeance. 
The judgment is to be executed by those who suffered 
from her. She is to receive double vengeance. "We 
have already seen that the saints in glory are to come 
back with the Lord to execute His judgments (Ps. cxlix. 
0-9). Our Lord himself declares the same (Rev. ii. 
26, 27). In our present mixed condition, with wheat 
and tares so intermingled that one could not be plucked 
up without rooting up also the other, we are so inter- 
connected here in the relations of humanity that we owe 
love and kindness to all men without consideration of 
their spiritual condition : " Love ye your enemies, pray 
for them which despitefuUy use you and persecute you, 
that ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven ; for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good." 

Another consideration also bears on the same subject : 
AH are by nature children of wrath, and multitudes of 
these become children of God. Therefore, the foe of 
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to-day may be the friend of to-morrow. All this be- 
longs to our transitional state. When the unchange- 
able state comes, the case will be reversed ; the wicked 
will then be God's enemies for ever, and the righteous 
will be for ever separated from them. It is the incipi- 
ency of this latter condition that is here described. We 
trace the same change in our blessed Lord. He wept 
over Jerusalem, and yet said, " Wherefore, behold, I 
send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes : and 
some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of 
them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute 
them from city to city : that upon you may come all 
the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, son of 
Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the 
altar " (Matt, xxiii. 34, 35). 

This whole subject evolves itself from the essential 
hatred which holiness has of sin : '^ Ye that love the 
Lord hate evil." Another feature of this judgment is 
the awful analogy and contrast between the enjoyments 
of this life and the torments of the damned : — " How 
much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, 
so much torment and sorrow give her : for she saith in 
her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see 
no sorrow " (Rev. xviii. 7). 

The " double " is another awful consideration in this 
subject. In this life Jerusalem received at the Lord's 
hand double for all her sins ; in her restoration she shall 
have double blessing : Isa. xl. 1, 2, and Ixi. 7 ; Zeeh. ix. 
12. Here there is the double in eternal judgment. 
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The leading sin of Babylon was her saying, " I sit a 
queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow." Her 
Christian profession gives a deeper significance to this 
assertion. She felt no loss in the absence of Jesus, her 
Saviour-husband : — " Therefore shall hep plagues come 
in one day, death, and mourning, and famine ; and she 
shall be utterly burned with fire : for strong is the Lord 
God who judgeth her " (Rev. xviii. 8). 

Then follows the wailing of the kjngs of the earth for 
her, and of the merchants of the earth. Their merchan- 
dise is enumerated in great detail. Her merchandise is 
her " sorceries " (^op/xa/ec/a), spiritual drugs — i.e., false 
remedies : — " And the kings of the earth, who have com- 
mitted fornication, and lived deliciously with her, shall 
bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the 
smoke of her burning, standing afar off for the fear of 
her torment, saying, Alas, alas 1 that great city Baby- 
lon, that mighty city I for in one hour is thy judgment 
come. And the merchants of the earth shall weep and 
mourn over her ; for no man buyeth their merchandise 
any more : the merchandise of gold, and silver, and 
precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and 
purple, and silk,' and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and 
all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of 
most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 
and cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankin- 
cense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and 
beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, 
and souls of men. And the fruits that thy soul lusted 
after are departed from thee, and all things which were 
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dainty and goodlj are departed from thee, and thou 
shalt find them no more at all. The merchants of these 
things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar 
off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 
and saying, Alas, alas I that great city, that was clothed 
in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with 
gold, and precious stones, and pearls I For in one 
hour so great riches is come to nought. And every 
shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, 
and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, and cried 
when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying. What 
city is like unto this great city I And they cast dust on 
their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, 
Alas, alas ! that great city, wherein were made rich all 
that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness I 
for in one hour is she made desolate " (xviiL 9-19). 

In consequence of this long enumeration of earthly 
goods, some have supposed that some great city of 
trade must have been intended. They forget that her 
goods, which she gave in exchange were her sorceries, 
and that what she set her heart upon was those goods. 

While the world was thus wailing, the Lord's people 
are called upon to rejoice : — " Rejoice over her, thou 
heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God 
hath avenged you on her " (ver. 20). 

By a symbolical action, the suddenness of her destruc- 
tion is predicted : — " And a mighty angel took up a stone 
like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, 
Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown 
down, and shall be found no more at all" (ver. 21), 
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Connecting this figure with the death, and mourning, 
and famine that are to come in one day, when she is to 
be utterly burned with fire, we may expect a sudden 
and awful ruin upon Borne, as great as came upon 
Sodom of old. 

The continuance of the judgment is declared in the 
next words : — " And the voice of harpers, and musicians, 
and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more 
at all in thee ; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft 
he be, shall be found any more in thee ; and the 
sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all 
in thee ; and the light of a candle shall shine no more 
at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and 
of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee : for 
thy merchants were the great men of the earth ; for by 
thy sorceries were all nations deceived. And in her was 
found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all 
that were slain upon the earth " (ver. 22-24). 

Oh, how awful is this doom of Bome 1 How awful 
the guilt of those who are endeavouring to Komanisd 
our Church! They are saying, Come into her, when 
the Lord is saying. Come out of her. 



THE CLOSING SCENES OF THE TIMES OF 

THE GENTILES. 

Having thus revealed to us the judgment of Rome, the 
Apocalypse exhibits in glorious vision the heavenly part 
of the battle of Armageddon : — " And after these things 
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J heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, 
Alleluia ; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, 
unto the Lord our God : for true and righteous are His 
judgments ; for He hath judged the great whore, which 
did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath 
avenged the blood of His servants at her hand. And 
again they said. Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for 
ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders, and the 
four beasts, fell down and worshipped God that sat on 
the throne, saying, Amen ; Alleluia. And a voice came 
out of the throne, saying. Praise our God, all ye His 
servants, and ye that fear Him, both small and great. 
And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, 
and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thunderings, saying. Alleluia : for the Lord G^d 
omnipotent reigneth" (Rev. xix. 1-6). 

" Hallelujah" is introduced here for the first time, 
either in this book or in the whole New Testament. Jah 
is the Divine name with especial reference to Israel. 
The heavenly Jerusalem is about to come down to earth ; 
the earthly Jerusalem is about to be restored, and there- 
fore the cry is heard from heaven. Hallelujah — e.^., 
Praise ye the God of Israel. They praise Him for the 
blessedness of salvation ; they praise Him for the right- 
eousness of His judgments. Again they say. Hallelujah, 
praise ye the God of Israel, and her smoke rose up for 
ever and ever. 

The whole glorified Church unite in this song of praise, 
and adopt the Hebrew words. Amen, Hallelujah. 

As before, the Church is represented in its priestly 
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and in its regal character, as the twenty-four elders and 
the four beasts. Their worship is to Jesus as " God 
sitting upon His throne." From that throne Jesus 
speaks as a man : ^^ And a voice came out of the throne^ 
saying, Praise our God, all ye His servants, and ye that 
fear Him, both small and great." There then arises a 
universal cry in the anticipation of the impending king- 
dom of God : — " And I heard as it were the voice of a 
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and 
as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying. Alleluia : 
for the Lord Grod omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad 
and rejoice, and give honour to Him : for the marriage 
of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself 
ready " (ver. 6, 7). 

The use of Hallelujah four times, by " the Jew first, 
and also by the Gentile," is analogous to its use in the 
Paschal Psalms (cxvi. cxvii. cxviii.), which Jesus sang 
with His disciples in the supper-chamber. The 117th 
Psalm is the only place where the Gentiles, as such, are 
called upon to say Hallelujah. Those blessed scenes are 
introductory to the marriage of the Lamb : — " Let us be 
glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him : for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made 
herself ready. And to her was granted th^t she should 
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright : for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of saints. And he saith unto 
me. Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the 
marriage-supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me. 
These are the true sayings of God " (ver. 7-9). ^ 

The bride's robes are said to be bright (Xa/xTr/obv). 

L 



1 62 THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES. 

Ab we have already seen, they were made white in the 
blood of the Lamb : here they are bright A remarkable 
statement is added: ^'Hhe fine linen is the righteous 
deeds {iucai^imra) of the saints." In paradise they had 
been executing the offices of mutual love and social 
relationship, and had been serving (Xar/oevom^e?) day and 
night in the heavenly temple. All this had brightened 
their spotless robes and made them ready to be the bride,' 
the Lamb's wife. 

John was overwhelmed with the glory of this scene, 
and with thankfulness to the angel who showed it to 
him. He fell at his feet to do him reverence and show 
his gratitude. The angel rebuked him, telling him to 
reserve all such reverence for God. In this we see a 
great difFerence between the orientalism of the Old Tes- 
tament and the occidentalism of the New. Daniel 
accepted the reverential honours of Nebuchadnezzar 
(Dan. ii. 46). All Israel, in one act of prostration, wor- 
shipped Jehovah and King David (1 Chron. xxix. 20). 
In the New Testament, Peter refused what Daniel ac- 
cepted (Acts X. 25, 26) ; and here the angel prohibits all 
religious reverence to any but to the Lord alone. This 
brands with great guilt the idolatry of the corrupted 
Church — ^Eastern and Western. 

John then sees all the saints returning with Jesus as 
"God's host"— Mahanaim (Cant. vi. 13):— "And I 
saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse ; and He 
that sat upon him was called FaithM and True ; and in 
righteousness He doth judge and make war. His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and on His head were many 
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crowns ; and He had a name written^ that no man knew 
but He himself: and He was clothed with a vestare 
dipped in blood : and His name was called the Word of 
Gk)d« And the armies which were in heaven followed 
Him npon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean. And ont of His month goeth a sharp sword, that 
with it He shonld smite the nations ; and He shall mle 
them with a rod of iron : and He treadeth the wine*pres8 
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He 
hath on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, 
King of kings and Lord of lords " (Rev. xix. 11-16), 

Such is to be the heavenly side of the scenes of the 
battle of Armageddon. We now come to the summons to 
all birds of prey to the last slaughter : — " And I saw an 
angel standing in the sun : and cried with a loud voice, 
saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven. 
Come, and gather yourselves together unto the supper 
of the great^ God ; that ye may eat the flesh of kings, 
and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, 
and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, 
and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small 
and great" (ver. 17, 18). 

These words are almost identical with Ezekiel xxxix. 
17-20 : — " And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord 
God, Speak unto ievery feathered fowJ,and to every beast 
of the field. Assemble yourselves, and come; gather 
yourselves on every side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice 
for you,-;(even a great sacrifice upon the mountains of 
Israel, Biat. ye may eat flesh and drink blood. Ye shall 
eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the 
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princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of 
bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan. And ye shall 
eat fat till ye be fall, and drink blood till ye be drunken, 
of my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. Thus ye 
dhall be filled at my table with horses and chariots, with 
mighty men, and with all men of war, saith the Lord God.'' 

The battle itself is briefly noted : — ^^ And I saw the 
beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against Him that sat 
on the horse, and against His army. And the beast was 
taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought 
miracles before him, with which he deceived them that 
had received the mark of the beast, and them that wor^ 
shipped his image. These both were cast alive into a 
lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the remnant 
were slain with the sword of Him that sat upon the 
horse, which sword proceeded out of His mouth : and all 
the fowls were filled with their flesh" (Rev. xix, 19-21). 

There are two parties here — 1. The Beast; 2. The 
kings of the earth. Each have their armies. Although 
they are warring against each other, as we learn from 
Daniel xi. 40, yet both are warring against Christ. 
" The false prophet " has no armies, and therefore is not 
mentioned amongst the warriors, although he is included 
in the destruction. This beast is the King of the South 
of Daniel xL 40; and is the Latin kingdoms, with 
France at their head. The kings of the earth are the 
King of the North of the same prediction in Daniel, 
and the confederate nations of Ezekiel xxxviii., with 
Gog at their head« 
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^' The beast was taken " (efnaerBtf^irts seized by hnman 
hands)) ^^ and with him the false prophet'* This is the 
first catastrophe of that last contest. Their judgment is 
to be cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brim* 
stone. This part of it must be God's judgment : ^^ De- 
part, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels." Of the nature of that fire we 
have no further revelation than that it is torment un- 
utterable. We learn fi-om ^^ the rich man and Lazarus " 
that it is not necessary to interpret it of bodily torments, 
for the rich man's body was in the grave. 

The kings of the earth and their armies are slain by 
the judgment of Christ. We learn from Isaiah ix. 4, 6^ 
that they are to destroy each other, which is illustrated 
by Ezekiel xxxviii. 21, and Haggai ii. 22. 

They are then left as a feast to the birds of prey, as is 
so graphically described in Ezekiel xxxix* 

Isaiah gives us a brief declaration of the same scenes : 
— " And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord 
shall punish the host of the high ones that are on high, 
and the kings of the earth upon the earth. And they 
shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in 
the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after 
many days shall they be visited" (Isa. xxiv. 21, 22). 

" The high ones that are on high" are the devil and 
his angels. " The kings of the earth upon the earth " 
are the two parties mentioned in the Apocalypse. All 
three parties are shut up in the pit (the New Testament 
abyss) for many days — i.e., the thousand years of Reve- 
lation XX., and the many days of Ezekiel xxxviii. 8. 



1 66 O'HJB TIMES OF THE GENTILES'. 

Truly awfiil is this picttire of the closing scenes of the 
itimes of the Gentiles. The destruction of Jerusalem was 
:a terrible scene; but let us endeavour to picture to our- 
selves those innumerable hosts filling the Holy Land, first 
•destroying the Latin armies and then each other^ until 
the whole land becomes one charnel-house. After that. 
Home with her awful destruction, and then years of 
anarchy — ^the devil raging because his time is short — all 
constituting a time of trouble such as has never yet been 
seen. How little we realise the fact that it is so near 
to us I So many false guesses have been made, that it is 
no wonder that men should hesitate to accept any new 
dates. If I have not written in vain, I hope I have 
brought forward Scriptural evidence of the truth of what 
is here deduced from Scripture. Oh I how earnestly we 
(Should pray for the blessed period of peace I How 
earnestly should our hearts always say, ^^ Lord Jesus, 
come quickly 1 " 



RE CAPITULA TION. 

It will not be unprofitable to condense into one view 
the dealings of God with the Gentiles as gathered from 
the Scriptures and illustrated by human history. That 
the Gentiles have a probationary season in which God is 
directly dealing with them, we have from our Lord himself. 
God's direct dealing with Gentiles in the way of direct re- 
velation commenced with Nebuchadnezzar. His threefold 
confession to God and His truth was publicly proclaimed 
as the law of the empire. Belshazzar forfeited empire 
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because he praised tEe gods of gold. * Darius madia the 
worship of the God of heaven at Jerusalem the law of 
his empire. In both empires Daniel was prime minister^ 
and in Babylon the head of the teachers of religion^. 
For those times six chapters of Daniel. were written in 
the Gentile language of religion and (probably) of litera- 
ture. - They formed a sort of Gentile Bible, revealing the 
coming of the Son of man and the persecution of the 
saints. They spoke also of the course and duration of Gen- 
tile empire, resulting inHhe kingdom of the Son of man. 
- During the Grecian times a farther revelation was 
made, for the whole Scriptures were translated into the 
universal language of literature, and if not all of them^ 
certainly the Pentateuch was publicly placed in the Alex- 
andrian library. Throughout the empire Jewish syna- 
gogues, planted in every city, jpr^ac^rfMoses (Actsxv. 21). 
The Eoman Empire after no long time became Chris- 
tian ; the greater part of the New Testament was written 
for Gentiles. The Apocalypse is God's revelation to His 
Gentile servants for the things which were shortly to come 
to pass. I say. His Gentile servants, for when that re- 
velation was given God had no recognised servants but 
Gentiles. In that wonderful revelation are sketched 
the outlines of Gentile history down to the second advent. 
From chap. viii. onwards we have in symbolic visions a 
clear view of the chastisements and fall of the Western Em- 
pire, and of the Saracenic and Turkish plagues on Eastern 
Christendom. In chap, xi., xii., and xiii., we have the 
paganised state of the whole visible Church, accompanied 
by the faithful testimony of Gk)d's witnesses, the per-' 
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secations bjr Popery, and the nnited persecutions bj 
Imperialism and the Papacy. We have then a sketch of 
oar own times and of modern history, from the ontborst 
of the French Bevolntion to the awful events which are 
now impending. 

If it please God to give success to this attempt to set 
forth His truth, I shall follow up this tract with others 
upon the further revelation of the 1290 and 1835 days 
of the miUennial kingdom and of the final glory. 

Blessed Jesus I blessed Jesus I accept this effort to 
set Thee forth, and to bring men to the better know- 
ledge of Thee. In Thy light make us to see light, and 
hasten the day when we shall be satisfied, awaked in Thy 
likeness. 



OUTLINE OF CHRONOLOGICAL PERIODS. 

Gbbat Period of 2520 Years — {.«., The Seven Times ov 

Kebuchadnezzar. 

First year of Kebuchadnezzar jointly with his father,* B. c. 62S 
Destruction of Qtoig^ A J>. 1896 



(Including both those years), 2520 



* Ezekiel, writing under the Babylonian monarchy, gives a double date, 
which makes the fifth year of Jehoiachin's captivity coincident with the 
thirtieth 'year of an era unnamed. That era must have been the date 
when Babylon became free from Nineveh. 

Kebuchadnezzar ruled alone for seven years before Jehoiachin'soaptivityy 
for it was in his eighth year that Jehoiachin was taken to Babylon (2 Kings 
xxiv. 12). 

Kebuchadnezzar appears to have reigned jointly with his father Kabo* 
polassar for some years. His whole sole reign was forty-three years, and 
he probably ruled with his father for seventeen years. This I take to be 
the reason of dating from the first year of his joint-reign, whioh is the 
date given above. 
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The othee Qbeat Period of 2300 Teabs to the CLEANSiira 

OF THE SaKCTUABT. 

First year of Alexander over the Persian Empire,* • b.o. 829 
End of the 1835 days, 1971 



The Evening-Morning, 2800 

The Little Hobn of Daniel yil 

The Saints given into his hand by Justinian, . . a.d. 588 
His power broken by the French Revolution, . . A.D. 1792 



The Time, Times, and a half, 1260 

The Holt City Trodden Down. 

Jerusalem taken by Omer Caliph, .... a.d. 637 
Termination of forty-two months, .... a.d. 1896 



1260 



The Imfebial Revxyed Beast. 

Clovis made Roman Consul, a.d. 510 

Cessation of Imperial energy, a.d. 1770 



1260 

Destruction of Ooq and all the Confederate Armies 

at Jerusalem, a.d. 1896 

Purification of the Jews, A.D. 1926 

Purification of the nations, A.D. 1971 



* Alexander fought the battle of Arbela, b.o. 881, but this did not ter- 
minate the Persian struggle. It was B.C. 829 that he was able to go on to 
Scythia, which I have marked as the date when the Persian conouest was 
completed. 
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